8 1955 


m), Ltd., 
’s RC 
chitect, 

magese.. 

Ing, 
| Box 54, 


artlepoo!. 
Thornaby- 


, Bridge- 

h’s RC 
‘ford, 80, 
Construc- 


quay-Av 














eoyhey eS 


THE BUILDER 


Incorporating ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WC2 


Telephones : 


ol. clxxxviti March25,1955 No. 5849 
PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 
ARTICLES PAGE PAGE 
RLY VICTORIAN ARCHI- IN PARLIAMENT 517 
ECTURE: Professor Hitch- NFBTE me . . 518 
ck’s Book Reviewed GOVERNMENT BUILDING: 
RRESPONDENCE ... _ ... 500 1955-56 Estimates. ae ’ 519 
RE LCC SCHOOL FURNI- LMBA 519 
JRE 501 | AIR CONDITIONERS: Swiss 
FAR - COMMUNION TABLE Market... ; 520 
DAPTABLE FOR ECUMENI- 
pret icng sue 7” ILLUSTRATIONS 


(CRAWLEY NEW TOWN: — s 
rogress Reviewed 
HOUSES FOR MINERS: NCB 


512 ADDITIONS TO HERSTMON- 
CEUX CE SCHOOL, EAST 


oak? se2 
’rogramme Completed ... $12 ‘ pes os bain . ma 02 
\2CHITECTS’. REGISTRATION A 

COUNCIL: Quarterly Meeting... 514 SCHOOL, KING'S | HEATH, 
BIRMINGHAM: By Martin and 

ABT... vee see tee wee SUS Martin and W. H. Ward . . 505 
HOUSING IN EUROPE - 53 | EgcTORY AT BRACKNELL. 

LAW REFORE <=. =. «- Si6 BERKS: By C. Pascall ... 5¢9 
LCC. ses es SI6- | METHODIST CHURCH, SANDY 

OBITUARY Tepe esesc! BANK, LINCS.: By H. A. Mobbs 511 


Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


NEWS SUMMARY 


CRAWLEY NEW TOWN has passed the half-way stage of its 
15-year development and is already the third largest town in 
West Sussex, Sir Thomas Bennett, chairman, has stated. p. 512 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS has made a new appointment 
to the post of Secretary. p. 513 


PERSONS holding claims on the £300m. fund under the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, have until April 30 to apply 
for any payment to which they may be entitled. p. 518 


DETAILS of the building programmes for 1955-56 of the Ministry 
of Works and the Ministry of Education, as shown in Treasury 
Estimates, are given on p. S19 


SOFTWOOD SALES rose by 15 per cent. in 1954 but are still 
one-third below pre-war, Mr. J. R. Bevins has stated. p. 520 


REFERENCE to the scheme designed to help bridge the gap 
between research and practice by encouraging full-scale trials 
by the building industry of promising ideas is made in the 
Building Research section of the DSIR report for 1953-54. p. 521 





CONTROL OF ELEVATIONS 


‘HOULD statutory control over the design of architec- 
tural elevations be abolished? Much of the agitation 
for control came from the architectural profession, and it 
was Only after voluntary efforts had failed to meet the needs 
that compulsory powers were given to local planning 
authorities under the Town and Country Planning Act of 
1947. Now, if we are to judge from the discussion at the 
Architectural Association, reported in a recent issue, some 
architects are tired of control and would like to see it go. 

Theoretically at least control is a good thing, but, like all 
human institutions, it is not infallible. On the face of it, 
it should hold no menace for qualified architects, but in 
practice it has sometimes proved a two-edged weapon, 
dealing, or attempting to deal, knock-out blows in un- 
expected directions. Sometimes (to change the metaphor) 
the net surprisingly catches the righteous man and allows 
the criminal to escape. This, no doubt, is inevitable so 
long as architecture remains an art subject to the vagaries 
of personal taste. If it were possible to get some sort of 
agreement, even among architects themselves, on what 
architecture is (to say nothing about good architecture), 
progress might be made, but, as our columns show all too 
often, the profession is not united on the question of 
architectural aesthetics. 

Nor is that the only trouble. According to Mr. R. T. 
Kennedy, an officer of the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, who spoke in the discussion to which we have 
referred, probably only 25 per cent. of the value of build- 
ings being put up in this country is submitted to planning 
authorities by registered architects. When it is realised 
that the remaining 75 per cent. is unlikely to have any 
architectural quality worth talking about, and that the 
chief planning officer may not himself be an architect, the 
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prospects for architecture in general begin to look a little 
disquieting. 

But things are not really so black as they seem. The 
aesthetic judgment of elevations is generally in the hands 
of competent and reasonable men. Indeed, some private 
architects dislike the idea of public servants being at the 
disposal of unqualified persons to put their incompetent 
designs into passable shape, and we are not without 
sympathy for that point of view. However, the provisions 
of the law must be respected, and it is for the architect, by 
his works, to show the value of his services to the public 
and so justify his employment. Something in this direetion 
has been accomplished by the leaflets and exhibitions of 
the RIBA. Could something more be done? 


That is by the way. There are obviously powerful 
arguments for and against the statutory control of archi- 
tectural elevations. In our view the balance is “for.” It 
is true that control cannot guarantee good design, but at 
least it can prevent the perpetration of horrors. That it 
may possibly be inimical on occasion to original or progres- 
sive design is a risk that must be taken. The essential 
thing is to see that the planning officers are men not only 
qualified in the technical sense for their job but able to 
do it in an enlightened way. 


Circumstances differ, and every case must be judged on 
its merits. What is passable for a London suburb might 
be objectionable in an old-world country town. But where 
there is no restrictive environment control should be as 
light as possible. So long as members of the architectural 
profession continue to disagree about theories of design, 
the broad commonsense test of an elevation for the plan- 
ning officer should be, “ Is this good of its kind? ” If that 
rule were observed there would be much less cause for 
professional discontent. 
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Notes of the Week 


TROPICAL ARCHITECTURE 
HE first course of study of Tropical 
Architecture, organised by the 
Architectural Association, came to an 
end on Monday evening when diplomas 
were presented to the students, about 30 
in number, who had successfully com- 
pleted their six months of study. The 
presentations were made by Dr. O. 
Koenigsberger, who was introduced by 
Mr. J. McKay Spence, in charge of the 
course. The AA is to be congratulated 
on its initiative in forming and carrying 
through a project which should do much 
to improve the technical efficiency as well 
as the visual appearance of buildings in 
tropical climates. | Useful lessons have 
been learned which should enable the 
next course, to be held later in the year, 
to be of even greater value. 


“THE CRAFTS IN THE HOME” 

Tuts exhibition, which is being held at 
the Crafts Centre, Hay Hill, W1, until 
April 2, prompts one to remark that the 
way in which the Crafts Centre rings the 
changes in a comparatively limited range 
of subjects for its exhibitions commands 
admiration, writes Basil Marriott. These 
events are really, of course, periodical 
re-shuffles in the stock and window- 
dressing of the market-place for our top 
exponents in a round dozen of “fine” 
crafts. One sometimes wonders whether 
this limitation is postponing wider pub- 
lic appreciation of the fact that strong 
affinities exist between the highest quali- 
tative standards in all creative work, 
“ fine’ or otherwise, and whether or not 
“art” is involved. 

This is, of course, not the fault of the 
Crafts Centre, which obviously must 
accept its terms of reference. If any- 
body is to blame, it is perhaps some few 
individual craftsmen who do not always 
perceive that Bond Street and Savile Row 
are not now so far removed in spirit 
from, say, St. Ives or Ditchling. Hay Hill 
offers a more-than-halfway-house, and 
possibly some of the things submitted for 
exhibition there might take more account 
of the fact. 

With this reservation, the present ex- 
hibition suceeds admirably in _ its 
intention to put into context the work of 
potter, weaver and printer, silversmith, 
embroiderer and furniture-maker so as to 
suggest its inter-relation in the domestic 
scene. But that scene does remain em- 
barrassingly remote from most of us, 
largely by reason of some nostalgic 
Tusticity but, frankly, also because of a 
price-differential that may inevitably sug- 
gest snobbery. One is sometimes re- 
minded—in the kindliest way—of a cul- 
tured country visitor who has brought 
her harpsichord to a “jam session” 
where nobody asks her to play. Sense of 
occasion is almost as much at fault in the 
one as manners in the others, which is a 
pity, as (between you and sacrilegious 
me) really good jazz can go very well on 
a harpsichord! 

ART EXHIBITION 

AT the Leicester Galleries until April 
5, there is a show of works by Renato 
Guttuso, Rodrigo Moynihan, and S. R. 


THE BUILDER 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MARCH 28 
RoyaL COLLEGE OF ARrT.—Fourth lecture in series 
on ‘** W. R. Lethaby and his Times,’’ by Mr. Basil 
Ward, FRIBA, Hon.ARCA. Victoria and Albert 
Museum, South Kensington. 5 p.m, 
Royat Society cr Arts.—‘* The Mechanical Pro- 
perties of Metals,’’ by Major P. L. Teed, ARSM. 


RSA, John Adam-street, WC2. 6 p.m. 

THE PLANNING ForuM.—‘* Planning for Grand- 
mothers,’”’ by Mr. Michael Young. 28, King-street, 
WC2. 6.30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 29 

BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—95th annual 

dinner. Dorchester Hotel, Park-lane. Wl. 7 p.m. 


WALLBOARD IMPORTERS’, DISTRIBUTORS’ AND MER- 
CHANTS ASSOCIATION OF UK.-—Annual dinner. Gros- 
venor House, Park-lane, W1. 7.30 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocjeTy.—Discussion 
on Home Lighting. Lighting Service Bureau, 2, 
Savoy Hill, WC2. 6 p.m, 

BERNHARD BARON ST, GEORGE’S JEWISH SETTLE- 
MENT.—A talk on homes, by Miss Isobel Mordy, 
Bsc (children’s officer). St. George’s Jewish Settle- 
ment, Berner-street, El. 5 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30 
CEMENT AND CONCRETE ASSOCIATION.—AGM _ of 
Pavings Development Group, followed by papers on 
road and road bridge construction. 5, Great George- 
street, SWI. 10 a.m. 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF DEMOLITION CONTRAC- 


ToRS.— Annual luncheon. Holborn Restaurant, 
Kingsway, 1 p.m, 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—‘* Sanitary 
Engineering—Sundry Impressions,’’ by Mr. Lloyd 
Ackers, MICE, MIStructE. Caxton Hall, West- 
minster. 6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 31 


Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—*‘ Land Reclamation 
after Surface Mineral Workings,’’ by Prcfessor S. H. 
Beaver, MA. Livingstone Hall, Broadway, West- 
minster, SW1. 6 p.m. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 1 
VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseuM.—Exhibition of 
French Theatre Art (1935-1955). V. and A. Museum, 








South Kensington, SW7. Continuing open until 
May 31 
Badmin. Though the first two over- 


shadow the latter in both import and 
medium, the water colours by Badmin 
form the subject of this note for their 
architectural connotation. 

This does not mean that the subjects 
are always, or even often, architectural : 
despite his well-known Penguin “ Village 
and Town,” Badmin is perhaps more 
widely appreciated for the trees which 
“articulate” his landscapes and which, 
particularly stripped by winter, are per- 
ceived precisely as an architect should, 
but cannot often, do. The aspirant to 
Academy pin-ups might well learn from 
these—and speaking as a humble and oc- 
casional one, has done so—for Badmin’s 
“Trees in Britain” and his “ Trees for 
Town and Country” are excusable cribs 
apart from their silvicultural value. 

This artist’s precise and delicate tech- 
nique is perhaps at its best when least 
pictorially assuming, but many works in 
this charming collection show how far 
in that direction self-imposed limitations 
and conventions can be carried. 


ARCHITECTURE AND RESEARCH 


Mr. R. LLEWELYN Davies, ARIBA, 
director of the Nuffield Foundation 
Division for Architectural Studies, will 
discuss in the next monthly “ Prospect ” 
talk in the BBC’s Third Programme 
(Sunday, March 27, 7.25 p.m.), the 
relationship in architecture between re- 
search, practice and teaching. He has 
made a special study of the function and 
design of hospitals. 

In this talk Mr. Davies’s thesis will be 
that there is not nearly such a close re- 
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lationship in architecture as there is, for 
instance, in medicine, between the most 
advanced and specialised pioneering 
work, the body of general practitioners, 
and the teaching that goes on in the 
schools. While all the great specialists in 
medicine, by virtue of being attached to 
hospitals, can pass on to medical students 
even the fruits of their latest research, ir. 
architecture the great :technical know- 
ledge that has been gained in recent years 
by studies in special fields finds no ready 
channels by which it can reach ordinary 
practitioners and students in the archi- 
tectural schools. 


CRICKET AT HAREWOOD HOUSE 


IT Is now obvious that Messrs. Allen 
and Mills should have included the 
willow in materials considered by them 
at last year’s British Architects’ Confer- 
ence, for that timber is clearly to be sub- 
jected to a severe test at the forthcoming 
Conference to be held in Harrogate in 
June next. The West Yorkshire Society 
of Architects has challenged the RIBA 
cricket club to a match to be played in 
the grounds of Harewood House on 
June 9. As this is the afternoon of the 
traditional Conference garden party, 
thunder may be expected but no blood, 
since only Yorkshire is engaged. 

The match should make a pleasant 
variation in the even tenor of Conference 
parties, and the best side no doubt will 
win, especially if umpires from some 
neutral source, say Lancashire, can be 
imported! 


LITTER BINS 


THE LITTER BIN recommended by the 
Ministry of Works Committee on Litter 
in the Royal Parks has now made its ap- 
pearance and may be seen, among other 
places, in the Embankment Gardens at 
Charing Cross. Attention has been given, 
we note with interest, to the criticism of 
the design printed in our issue of Feb- 
ruary 4 that the weak central post when 
fixed in the ground would hardly stand 
up to hooliganism. A way out has now 
been found by embedding the central 
post in a cone of concrete whose base 
stands on the ground. This has the dis- 
advantage that it can easily be knocked 
over, by design or by accident, though 
no damage is likely to be done other than 
that the rubbish in the container be spilt. 
Experience may show that this is still not 
the ideal solution, though it goes some 
way to meeting our point. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Civic Buildings, Carlisle 


PROFESSOR W. B. Epwarps, Professor 
of Architecture at King’s College, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, has been appointed asses- 
sor by Carlisle City Council in connec- 
tion with a proposed architectural com- 
petition being arranged by the Council 
for the construction of new civic build- 
ings. 

Hospital, Wythenshawe 


MANCHESTER Regional Hospital Board 
propose a new hospital in the Wythen- 
shawe area, estimated to cost £14 m. 
The scheme will probably be the subject 
of an architectural competition. 
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THE BUILDER 


EARLY VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURE 


An American Surveys the Field 


THE Victorian Era, though often 

enough criticised for its failings, has 
never lacked sympathetic expositors of 
its merits, real or supposed. Books, 
papers read before learned societies and 
fugitive articles in the professional Press 
in abundance have dealt with many 
aspects of the architecture of the period 
in isolation; now, with the lapse of time, 
the Victorian Era has become history in 
the epochal sense of the word, demand- 
ing as a whole the attention of the 
serious historian. 

Professor Henry-Russell Hitchcock, the 
distinguished American author (Profes- 
sor of Art at Smith College, Northamp- 
ton, Mass., and Director of the Smith 
College Museum), in his “ Early Victor- 
ian Architecture,” recently published,* 
surveys fully and impressively the open- 
iny phase, which he limits roughly to the 
years 1837-55. Much early Victorian 
work, of course, was almost indistin- 
guishable from Regency and late 
Georgian, but the architects of the 
period, mainly of the Classic and the 
Gothic schools, were soon giving it a 
recognisable character of its own—on the 
one hand such men as Barry, Cockerell, 
Hardwick, Vulliamy, Smirke, Tite, Pen- 
nethorne and Elmes (doomed to an early 
death), and, on the other, Carpenter, 
A. W. Pugin, Scott and, later, Pearson, 
Street and Butterfield, the last-named 
destined to affect the course of events 
with his polychromatic innovations; 
while the engineers, such as Brunel and 
the Stephensons, were rapidly changing 
the general appearance of the country in 
pushing forward the great expansion of 
the railways. 

At the start of the period the so-called 
“ Battle of the Styles’ was not so much 





* London: The Architectural Press. Two volumes. 


Price 7 guineas net. 


a battle as a “Cold War.” In fact, it 
could be more precisely described as a 
“co-existence,” for there was, apparently, 
no lack of architects ready to oblige with 
a design deriving from the Classic, the 
Gothic or some other approved style, if 
called upon to do so. Even Barry, a 
Classicist at heart, dabbled in Gothic as 
a young man at Brighton and Manches- 
ter, and with the help of A. W. Pugin 
was to win the competition for the 
Houses of Parliament with a design Clas- 
sical in plan and clothed in Tudor Gothic 
detail. The real “ Battle,” apart from the 
activities of Pugin, who would gladly 
have made everything Decorated Gothic, 
was to begin with the fervid medieval 
outpourings of Ruskin towards the close 
of this opening phase. 


AN ODD PARTNERSHIP 


The dominant personalities in early 
Victorian architecture were undoubtedly 
Barry and Pugin—Barry very much the 
professional man, steady and _ business- 
like, introducing and popularising astylar 
Classic with his Travellers’ and Reform 
Clubs, based on Cinquecento Italian 
palaces; Pugin, the fanatical enthusiast 
for the medieval, dramatically identify- 
ing the liturgical revival with English 
14th-century Gothic. How odd that these 
two men, so contrasted in personality and 
architectural ideals, should have come 
together in the designing of the great neo- 
Gothic Palace of Westminster in a mode 
that was really representative of neither. 

Here Barry was, in the fullest sense 
of the word, the architect, Pugin the 
decorator, but there is some doubt even 
now as to the latter’s exact share in the 
work. Pugin’s letter to The Builder in 
1845 (quoted by Professor Hitchcock) in 
which he said: “I do not do anything 
whatever on my own responsibility; all 
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models and working drawings being pre- 
pared from Mr. Barry’s designs, and 
submitted to him for his approval and 
alteration,’ seems conclusive enough. 
Professor Hitchcock, after close study of 
the circumstances of the two men’s asso- 
ciation, leaves room for thinking that 
there is still some element of mystery to 
be cleared up. How these early Vic- 
tstians burnt themselves out! Pugin 
mad and dead by the age of 40; Barry 
worn out long before his sudden death 
from heart failure at the age of 65. 


ASTONISHING CONTRASTS 


Was there ever a period in architec- 
tural history more astonishing than this 
for its contrasts—on the one hand mainly 
stylistic revivals, producing immense 
public monuments such as the Houses of 
Parliament and St. George’s Hall, and, on 
the other, a revolution in structural engi- 
neering culminating in the Crystal 
Palace? Metal, of course, had been 
used structurally in buildings long 
before this, notably in the cotton 
mills of Lancashire. Much cast 
iron was used in the Houses of Parlia- 

ent. (The Victoria Tower, with its 
metal frame, as Professor Hitchcock 
points out, may be regarded as a fore- 
runner of the American skyscraper.) But 
outwardly the stylistic designs of archi- 
tects showed almost negligible traces of 
this structural revolution; even Bunning’s 
astonishing cast-iron and glass-domed 
court to the Coal Exchange in Lower 
Thames-street (1846) comes as a complete 
visual surprise. When Paxton, gardener 
turned constructor, jotted down on a 
piece of blotting paper his suggestion for 
the Crystal Palace, he embodied for the 
first time principles familiar to our own 
generation as modular design, prefabrica- 
tion, mass-production and demounta- 
bility. Did he realise the potentialities 
of the structural revolution he had 
brought about? Perhaps not, for he was 
soon turning his attention to the design of 








CONFERENCE CENTRE AT BRIGHTON.—An artist’s impression of the conference, trade fair, and exhibition building, 
which it is proposed to erect on part of the Royal Pavilion estate, Brighton, at an estimated cost of £750,000. The preliminary 
scheme, which came before Brighton Town Council this week, was prepared under the direction of the Borough Engineer and 
Surveyor, Mr. D. J. Howe, MICE, MIMunE. 
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“ Jacobethan ” country mansions, a type 
of design, together with the “ Baronial,” 
then strangely popular with the landed 
gentry and their architects. It is signifi- 
cant that, although the great Victorian 
engineers were to show what could be 
done with iron and glass in their enor- 
mous railway station roofs, some of the 
technical problems involved in the uni- 
versal application of Paxton’s creative 
ideas to building are still unsolved to-day. 

Professor Hitchcock deals with every 
important class of architecture — 
churches, clubs, palaces, civic buildings, 
banks and insurance offices, commercial 
work, domestic work in town and coun- 
try (his review of urban estate develop- 
ments is of special interest) and working- 
class housing, besides giving an account 
of early railway stations, hotels and other 
works and dealing with the iron-and-glass 
phase generally. As would be expected, 
he has found the early volumes of The 
Builder an indispensable source of infor- 
mation both as regards factual record 
and pictorial material. He pays tribute 
to the ability and wisdom of the then 
Editor, George Godwin, whom he quotes 
as writing, in 1849, when London was 
beginning to expand somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of South Kensington: 
“The time has now arrived when the 
expansion and growth of this city must 
be upward in place of outward.” We are 
saying the same thing a hundred years 
later, though in the meantime London 
has obliterated much of the surrounding 
Home Counties. 


CONTEMPORARY SOURCES 


Professor Hitchcock’s work is in two 
volumes, one devoted to text, running to 
well over 300,000 words, the other to 
illustrations, of which there are over 500, 
many being in the form of prints, draw- 
ings and engravings derived from con- 
temporary sources, and representing the 
work not only of the leading architects 
of the time but of obscure or virtually 
unknown men. Professor Hitchcock 
tells us that his work was ten years in 
active preparation and he actually spent 
nine months in England in 1945-46 en- 
gaged in original research upon it. It is 
undoubtedly a work of great scholarship, 
carried out with characteristic American 
thoroughness. (It was printed, by the 
way, in the United States and the pro- 
duction is one of all-round excellence.) 

The collection and marshalling of the 
material must have been a formidable 
undertaking, but the author acknow- 
ledges the help and advice he has received 
from many quarters. The writing is 
admirably explicit, though apt at times to 
be a little rich in the clichés of current 
aesthetic criticism. The analytical 
descriptions of elevations, though so 
searching and exact that one could 
almost build from them, are, one feels, 
rather overdone and tend to hold up the 
narrative. 

We do not know whether Professor 
Hitchcock intends to complete the archi- 
tectural history of the Victorian Era. If 
he does, then on the basis of the present 
volumes we (or perhaps our successors) 
should be reviewing the final instalment 
about 1975. We trust we may not have 
to wait so long. G. J. HowLina. 


THE BUILDER 


CORRESPONDENCE 


MAINTENANCE SURVEYORS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GQIR,—It would appear that the nature 
of the duties required of a surveyor 
responsible for the maintenance of a local 
authority’s buildings may be covered by 
the general term of Building Surveyor. 
Confusion may be caused, however, in 
the designation of this comparatively new 
type of appointment in view of the exist- 
ence of the local government officer 
responsible for the administration of 
building by-laws and the control of 
private building, known for very many 
years as the Building Surveyor or Build- 
ing Inspector, whose duties are yet quite 
different from those of a surveyor re- 
sponsible for maintenance of buildings. 

Basically the knowledge and experience 
required for both appointments are similar, 
but there are divergencies in certain special 
aspects. For instance, one must have a par- 
ticular knowledge of building by-laws and 
legislation, and the other must be more 
familiar with specifications and contracts, 

In these days of specialisation, the term 
“Surveyor ” covers a wide field and em- 
braces a number of specialists whose work 
and knowledge may be similar up to a point, 
but vary considerably in some aspects, Al- 
though all surveyors must have studied 
building construction, the work of a 
quantity surveyor, fire surveyor, and build- 
ing surveyor is very different, and qualifi- 
cations for the one are not qualifications 
for the others. We are now faced with a 
variation in the general classification of 
building surveyor. 

Some consistency is called for in the desig- 
nations used by local authorities: in respect 
of those officers connected with building 
work. The terms Building Surveyor and 
Building Inspector are used indiscriminately 
in respect of officers responsible for building 
control. I have been known variously as 
Building Inspector, Building Surveyor, Assist- 
ant Building Surveyor, and Chief Building 
Inspector by different local authorities under 
whom I have held appointments, but these 
designations do not give any indication of 
status or responsibility, nor any indication 
of the size and importance of the local 
authority. Once a recognised designation is 
applied to a particular job it should be easier 
to define the appropriate duties and quali- 
fications required, and the candidate for an 
appointment would know exactly what was 
required of him. 

To avoid more confusion the work of 
building maintenance should be clearly de- 
tached from the work of building control by 
the use of the designation Maintenance 
Surveyor. 

B. G. PHILLIPS. 

Town Hall, Slough. 


NEW POWER STATIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—My attention has been drawn to 
an article printed under the heading 

of “ New Power Stations” in the issue 
of The Builder dated March 11. Some 
of the information relative to the activi- 
ties of the Eastern Division is somewhat 
inaccurate. Consultants for Little Bar- 
ford Station have not been appointed 
since it is not the intention to do so, the 
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work being undertaken by the Engineer- | . 


ing Staff of this Division. 

No mention is made of the proposed 
one million kW station at West Thur- 
rock, whch is in the early stages of design 
in this office. 

Mr. C. A. Smeed, referred to in con- 
nection with South Denes, Great Yar- 
mouth, retired from the service of the 
Authority some three years ago, and the 
design for the building prepared by him 





has since been modified by the architec- d 








ac tants 


ahaa 


tural Staff of the Division under the |~ 


direction of Mr. A. Stocker. 
T. YuLE, Chief Generation 
Engineer (Construction), 
BEA (Eastern Division). 
Northmet House, N14. 
«"« While we are glad to print this letter we 
should point out that the information given in the 
article was supplied to our correspondent from 


official sources; the errors, if any, would seem to be 
of omission.—ED. 


STEEL SCAFFOLDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. C. H. Kitchin’s letter on the 
subject of steel scaffolding in your 
issue of March 11 raises some interest- 
ing points. I would say that most effi- 
cient builders in this country are mainly 
concerned with running their jobs as 
economically as possible. 

In these days of specialisation, would 
it not be reasonable to say that the scaf- 
folding manufacturers who mainly hire | 
out scaffolding, knowing more about it, | 





could erect it more speedily and more | | 


correctly than the non-specialist and, 
consequently, with every possible advan- 
tage to the main building contractors? 
The erection of scaffolding is a highly 
specialised job demanding more than | 
average skill on the part of the erector. | 
The high safety factor demanded is more | 
likely to exist if maintenance is of the 


highest standard, and surely the scaffold- | 


ing manufacturer is the obvious choice. | 


A scaffolding manufacturer with a | 


first-class reputation, I would have 
thought, as a matter of policy, would 
prefer to be responsible for his own 
work, and in a highly competitive field 
costs are bound to be lower and efficiency 
greater with the highest safety factor. 
C. L. LAING. 
6, Oakmead Gardens, Edgware, Middx. 
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MORE LCC SCHOOL FURNITURE 


Interest Maintained 


( yNCE again the LCC has enabled us 
to see furniture, mainly for second- 
ary schools, designed by its Architect’s 
Department to the Education Officer’s 
requirements, assembled for the benefit 
o! Council members at County Hall. This 
s not the complete range, but con- 
sists of new items approved since an 
e.rlier exhibition, reviewed here on 
\ gust 6 last. This is, therefore, a supple- 
ntary note to that article as regards 
what seemed to be a significant prin- 
cinle, which I may perhaps briefly 
apitulate. 
This principle is that, whatever may be 
by the furniture industry about 


s2..d 
1: hitects turning their hands to furniture 
d. ign, it seems clear that the approach 
a »pted here by the LCC—through de- 
sia as well as manufacture for the pur- 
pe, Starting with a clean slate, as 
opposed to adaptation or, worse, mere 
rciuction in scale of familiar and 
tr ditional items—is right and necessary. 
Tat the result looks incidentally “ out 
o! the same stable ” as the architecture it 
is to furnish is superficial evidence of a 
much deeper need—that of approaching 
the problem through analogous processes 
o: thought, in the light of ascertained 
factors, functional, economic, anthropo- 
metrical and psychological. This last 
because surely misplaced whimsy of the 
‘Three Bears” sort is the only kindly 
explanation for much of what is seen at 
home-making exhibitions and Villages 
Round the Bend (or whatever they are 
called) and for the arrested mental 
development which probably accounts 
for Stockbrokers’ Tudorbethan. A child 
conditioned to the LCC’s furniture will 
surely grow up at least realistically dis- 
posed towards the choice of its 
surroundings: 

In this furniture there does seem to 
be emerging something new, identifiable 
and consistent. It is too early to call it a 
style and, like most things in prototype, 


A cupboard range unit. 





aesthetic refinements are probably to fol- 
low. I found meantime in several of the 
pieces an analogy with the small people 
who will use them —a rather touching, 
gawky elegance, a chunky grace about 
some of the franker improvisations. Only 
a sympathetic touch or two is needed 
to make them “at home in any com- 
pany ’—and they then may be able to 
teach that company a thing or two. 
Needless to say, many pieces have already 
fully emerged. 

The photographs here are chosen 
mainly to illustrate this point: the plan- 
chest (6-drawer, with an optional 2- 
drawer addition) is part of a build-up 
geography- and history-room unit, of 
which the filmstrip storage cabinet, also 
illustrated, and a working-table provide 
interchangeable parts. The obvious 
solution of a special need; but what bet- 
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A plan chest. 


ter answer for the one-man or “ begin- 
ner” architect’s office, or for the room 
at home which sooner or later has to be 
adapted for overtime or week-end work? 


Comment on the two dozen or so items 
is impossible, and must be brief on what 
is mentioned. A kneehole housecraft 
unit, with stool, again is a pointer to 
the solution of that literal cat’s cradle, 
the mending and darning basket so 


“perennially underfoot to the housewife 


and her family. A combined desk/easel 
is adaptable to other purposes, and to 
standing or sitting positions. Ingeniously, 
sliding-stacking provides an interchange- 
able working or meals table in rooms 
where the two must be combined. 
Special-purpose science fitments house 
requisites, like glass rods or lenses, but 
in principle point the way to endless 
household storage solutions. And so on 
throughout—the logical approach to 
problems elsewhere dodged only because 
of the firm entrenchment of obsolete and 
illogical makeshifts. 
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A filmstrip storage unit. 


The last was described as an encourag- 
ing exhibition; this one maintains the 
interest and fosters the hope that the 
traditional type of school furniture may 
soon be as obsolete as the miniature 
parodies of grown-up costume in which 
children once used to be dressed. It is 
common sense rather than taste that 
makes the baronial cocktail-cabinet 
ludicrous, and in getting down to the 
bones of its own domestic problem the 
LCC is by implication stripping away 
much of the dead wood that passes as 
“ furniture ” in the industry’s sense of the 
word. 

BasiL MarRIOTT. 


CRICKET 
RIBA CC’s Fixtures 


Tue following are fixtures for the forth- 
coming season made by the RIBA Cricket 
Club (B. S. Smyth, ARIBA, hon. secretary, 
“Staunton,” The Drive, Chorleywood, 
Herts) : — 


Wednesday, May 18: The Vitruvians; Wednesday, 
June 1: LMBA: Thursday, June 9: West Yorkshire 
Society of Architects (during British Architects’ 
Conference); Wednesday, June 15: the Architectura! 
Association; Tuesday, July 12: Blue Circle CC; 
Wednesday, August 17: RICS; Wednesday, August 31: 
Club Cricket Conference XI. 


Vitruvians XI Fixtures 
THe VitruviaANs CC (the building and 
technical Press) have made the following 


fixtures :— 


Wednesday, May 4: The Architectural Association 
(Boreham Wood); Wednesday, May 18: RIBA CC 
(Boreham Wood); Thursday, June 2: National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers (Richmond CC 
ground). 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


THEORY OF StrucrurRES. By H. W. 
Coultas. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 25s. 


THE LIFE AND WorRK OF JAMES GIBBS. 


1682-1754. By Bryan Little. (London: 
B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 25s. 

BUILDING CHECK List. By B. J. Small. 
(Loadon: Chapman and Hall.) Price 28s. 


SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS IN SURVEYING AND 
FIELD ASTRONOMY. By H. W. Stephenson. 
(London: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 25s. 
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The photograph of the main elevation (top of page) shows the block to 

be partially demolished, enlarged and two additional classrooms built 

over (phase III). The two other photographs show the interior of an 

original classroom; they were taken during a holiday period, which 
accounts for the general untidiness of the room. 
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ADDITIONS TO 
HERSTMONCEUX CE 
SCHOOL 


For East Sussex CC 


County Architect 
j. CATCHPOLE, ARIBA 


Builders 
SMITH, GIBB and BROWN 


HE Herstmonceux C E School wes 
built in 1839 and additional 
classrooms were added before 1900. 
The original building probably com- 
prised one large room and was con- 
structed with solid walls, tiled roofs and 
had an open-roofed classroom. The 
accommodation, before reorganisation, 
comprised five classrooms, the largest 
of which was 490 sq. ft. in area and the 
smallest 315 sq. ft. Classrooms were 
intercommunicating and no individual 
access to each was possible. Heating 
was provided by means of slow com- 
bustion stoves, one to each classroom. 
Sanitation comprised boys’ and girls’ 
offices built on the playground area 
away from the main building and 
equipped with hopper type closets. 
Washing facilities were provided Ly 
two lavatory basins in each combined 
entrance lobby and cloakroom. No 
hot water was available. 

The reorganisation of the school has 
been planned in three phases, the first 
being the provision of boys’ and girls’ 
cloakrooms and sanitary accommoda- 
tion built on to the main building, 
carried out in 1953 at a cost of £1,744. 
This scheme provided water closets, 
lavatory basins, urinal and cloakroom 
equipment. 

The second phase was carried out in 
1954-55, and provided two additional 
classrooms each of 590 sq. ft. divided 
by a sliding folding partition enablirg 
the two rooms to be used as an assem- 
bly hall. These classrooms were linked 
to the existing school by means of a 
corridor off which were provided 
classroom stores, male and female 
staff lavatories and cloakrooms and 
staff common room. Additionally, the 
existing slow combustion stoves were 
removed from the classrooms, a boiler 
house built and a complete low-pressure 
heating system installed to serve the 
new and existing buildings. 

The additional accommodation was 
constructed with 11-in. cavity walls, 
single-pitch asbestos cavity decking 
roofs finished with bituminous built- 
up felt roofing with mineral finish, 
supported by exposed steel lattice 
beams. Windows are standard “ Z”’ 
range composite types. 

Concrete floors were finished with 
thermoplastic tiling in the classrooms 
and staff common room and _ grey 
granolithic finish in corridor, cloaks 
and stores. Classrooms and the staff 
common room were plastered inter- 
nally, the corridor, cloaks and stores 
having fair faced brickwork. Vee- 
jointed fibreboard ceilings were pro- 
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Left: Corridor adjoining phase I linking staff accommodation and classrooms (phase II) to existing buildings. Right: Interior 
of classrooms (phase I1) with sliding, folding partition open. 


vided throughout. The cost of this phase 
was £5,680, of which £762 was the 
cost of providing the new heating 
system for the whole school. 

In the third phase, therefore, it is 
proposed to remove the old roof and 
demolish the front of the two original 
classrooms facing the main road, the 
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walls being solid, without foundation, 
and the rooms inadequately lighted. 
The front of the school will be extended 
to bring the existing classrooms up to 
scale. It is then proposed to erect a 


steel frame within this block, enlarge 
the existing two classrooms on the 
ground floor and build two additional 
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first-floor classrooms over, with stair- 
case unit and classroom stores, the 
whole being covered in with a new roof. 
This scheme would also provide an 
entrance lobby separated from the 
existing classroom adjoining. The re- 
organisation will provide ultimately an 
eight-class junior and infants’ school. 
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AN ALTAR-COMMUNION TABLE 
ADAPTABLE FOR ECUMENICAL USE 


By H. V. MOLESWORTH ROBERTS 


JFOLLOWING the author’s article on 

“ The Planning . . . of churches,” in 
The Builder of April 2, 1948, pp. 386-389, 
and two subsequent issues (and subse- 
quently reprinted*), this is the second 
shorter article elaborating needs for 
specific features. In the first article a 
“tentative plan of a church combining 
. + + requirements of all...” as a contri- 
bution to Christian unity was envisaged, 
and the present article is an_ instal- 
ment of such a plan. It relates to the fitting 
used for the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper or Holy Communion, variously 
called (in different traditions) the altar or 
the communion (or holy or Lord’s) table, 
and shows a type which attempts to 
accommodate all or any users at different 
times with the minimum of alteration and 
with no undignified or bathetic change, 
such as is involved in the US Army 
revolving turntable of separate sectors (D. 
Holisher, The House of God, 1946, pp. 
220-4). Adaptations of existing altars 
have already been made on occasions: 
e.g., at the Friends of Reunion’s confer- 
ence at Oxford, 1954, the table of an 
Anglican (“English”) altar used for an 
Anglican celebration one morning was 
moved forward about | ft. 6 in. from the 
dossal, and its cross and candlesticks re- 
moved, for a Presbyterian celebration, 
with the minister standing behind it, the 
next. 


The illustration should be self-explana- 
tory, and only a few notes need be added. 
The main principle is to accommodate 
alternatively a priest standing on the 
“west” side (to use purely relative 





‘The impression given on the front nage of the 
reprint by the connection of the words ** require- 
ments and recommendations ’’ with the author’s name 
was erroneous and due to the faulty setting of the 
“rule ’’ above instead of below the former. 


orientations), i.e., with his back to the con- 
gregation, and a Free Church minister 
sometimes standing, sometimes sitting in 
full view, on the “east”; the table is 
therefore placed on the edge of a step, so 
that on the “ west” side the step makes 
part of the usual standing height, here 
taken as 3 ft. 3 in. (the average recom- 
mended Anglican height—original article, 
p. 388), whereas on the “east” the table 
height alone is a compromise between sit- 
ting and standing levels; it would prob- 
ably not be too low for an Ambrosian 
(totally-standing) use. (It is believed that 
this scheme was used for a time at the 
King’s Weigh House Church, London.) 
As the maximum height of step for safety, 
5 in, (the Incorporated Church Building 
Society’s maximum), still leaves about 
2 ft. 10 in. table-only height, rather high 
for sitting, an additional step, say 1 ft. 
6 in. east of the one described, might 
be advantageous, two 4-in. risers produc- 
ing a 2 ft. 7 in. table height, nearer the 
Free-Church average; or the “west” 
height could be reduced to the 3 ft. mini- 
mum with the same result. These and 
other positions of ministers of the chief 
Western. practices, given in the original 
article (p. 388), are also incorporated in 
the present drawing. 

For an Ambrosian celebration the cross 
and candlesticks would be moved from 
the normal “east” edge (as shown) to 
the “ west’; for a Baptist-Congregational- 
Presbyterian service the candlesticks 
would be removed and the cross only so 
moved or, again, removed altogether. No 
provision can be made for a central 
tabernacle for reservation, which would 
have to be provided at a side altar. 

The other dimensions are more or less 
arbitrary and follow those cited in the 
main article. The positions and dimen- 
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sions of the figures are, of course, only 
suggestive; all are represented by their 
oval areas on the pavement, and only the 
principal ones had to be shown _ full 
height. The footpace width, 3 ft., is the 
ICBS’s minimum; the extra step for the 
deacon optionally follows Dr. Percy 
Dearmer’s suggested Anglican practice. 
and a third step to the west is better. The 
length of the altar is the ample length, 
9 ft., favoured by Canon Dearmer, and is 
better than the Anglican minimum, 7 ft., 
if six candlesticks are to be allowed for: 
incidentally, in an RC church only the 
high altar need have that number (main 
article, p. 387). The space between each 
end of the altar and the chancel wall is 
merely the minimum for free passage of 
individuals, and allows especially for two 
deacons’ chairs each side of the Free 
Church minister, shown as semi-circles 
on plan; these make a 16-ft. chancel, the 
narrowest likely to be required. Pro- 
cessions around the altar would need 
at least 18 ft. 

TERMS USED: The initials “RC” 
(“* Roman Catholic ”), instead of the pre- 
vious “ Cath.” representing that Church’s 
official title, is used only to avoid 
ambiguity. Similarly the debatable term 
“altar” is used as a common denomi- 
nator for brevity throughout. 


CRUCK-FRAMED BUILDINGS 
Archeological Society's Pamphlet 


Tue “cruck method of building ” 
described in this *pamphlet was once widely 
used for small domestic buildings and barns 
in most parts of England and Wales, includ- 
ing those regions (e.g., West Yorkshire) 
where stone building was traditional; and it 
has been well described by C. F. Innocent, 
S. O. Addy and more recent writers. The 
present pamphlet, reprinted from the Trans- 
actions of the Leicestershire Archeological 
Society, summarises the results of co-opera- 
tive research made during the last four years 
by members of the Research Group of the 
Vaughan College Archzological and His- 
torical Society. 

They have identified and studied 40 cruck 
buildings in that sma!! county, mostly in its 
central and north-western parts, 10 of them 
occurring in the village of Rothley. A 
cruck is defined as “a principal springing 
from a point below wall-plate level.” Various 
types are shown, the detail drawings of 
methods of jointing being most interesting 
and useful. Precise dating is difficult, but 
crucks or “forkes” certainly continued in 
use in the county after 1400. Well illus- 
trated with photographs and measured draw- 
ings, this little monograph is an excellent 
record of first-hand and painstaking research 
on traditional building technique in a locality 
that has not been worked dry by previous 


scholars. M. S. B. 


WALLASEY HOUSING REPAIRS 
Wallasey ratepayers are pressing their 
Town Council to have housing repair work 
carried out by competitive tender rather 
than by direct labour, on the grounds that 
the latter system is too expensive, and that 
money is being wasted. They are asking 
tenants of Corporation houses to provide 
evidence in support of the motion. 





* CRUCK-FRAMED BUILDINGS OF LEICESTERSHIRE. By 
V.R. Webster. (Leicestershire Archeological Society.) 
Pp. 33. Illustrated. Price 6s. 
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View of main elevation from south-east. Below : Main entrance. 


SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL, KINGS HEATH, BIRMINGHAM 


Architects 
MARTIN & MARTIN & W. H. WARD, F/ARIBA 
Quantity Surveyors Consulting Engineer 
REUBEN HOLBROW & PARTNERS G. W. COSTAIN, MIStructE 
Heating & Electrical Engineers Builders 
HOARE, LEA & PARTNERS THOMAS LOWE & SONS, LTD. 
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View from south showing link between classroom block and girls’ gymnasium. 


bie school is a four-form entry school designed for 

600 plus, of both sexes. The site is five-and- 
three-quarter-acres in extent and falls from north- 
east to south-west. It is bounded on the north by 
house property, on the east by the Alcester-road and 
and on the south by Queensbridge-road. The main 
axis of the building lies east and west. At the west 
end is the craftroom block on two floors. The class- 
room block with south-east aspect is of three storeys 
and runs at right-angles to the main axis. To the 
east of the junction of the class and craftrooms is the 
science block. The original scheme included an 
adult block with common rooms, discussion rooms 
and a large games room, but the building of this 
wing has been deferred with the exception of the 
games room, which occupies a position on_ the 
first floor at the east end of the school. 


The restricted nature of the site allows room only 
for one playing pitch to the east of the school adjoining 
some temporary houses, but additional playing space 
is provided to the west of the main drive along the 
front of the covered play space. The two storey 
gymnasium block with showers, changing rooms, 
kit and towel stores, is independently sited at the west 
end of the site and is connected to the classroom 
block by a covered way. 


Construction and finishes.—The building is of normal 
steel-framed construction with 11-in. brick cavity 
walls. Expansion joints are incorporated at the 
junctions of the various blocks. Walls are faced 
externally with golden buff handmade sandfaced 
bricks. Floors and roofs are of hollow tile construc- 
tion ; windows and external doors are steel with 
reconstructed stone surrounds. Roofs, generally, 
are covered with insulation board, built-up bitu- 
minous felt covering and Thermotile. Steel decking 
with built-up felt covering has been used on the 
assembly hall. 


Internally, walls are plastered and painted through- 
out. The ceilings are covered with }-in. “V”’- 
jointed insulation board in panels with secret fixing 
on timber .battens or hangers. Floors to corridors, 
cloakrooms, etc., are red asphalt with granolithic 
margins and skirtings, to classrooms and craftrooms, 
hardwood blocks with similar margins and skirtings ; 
and to the dining-room, Granwood flooring. 


The walls to the entrance portico are lined with 
reconstructed stone slabs with marble surrounds to 
the entrance doors. The floor to the entrance hall 
is patterned terrazzo ; staircases on each side, with 
York stone treads and wrot iron balustrades, lead up 
to the first-floor corridor. 

The assembly hall which has a seating capacity for 
500 people, is equipped with a large stage, a moveable 
apron stage, a stage workshop, and changing rooms. 
The proscenium wall is covered with fluted fibrous 
plaster with a projecting canopy over the proscenium 
opening and a pageant door an each side. The back 
wall is panelled with acoustic tiles. With regard to 
colour, the ceiling is blue, the cornice grey and the 
walls and fittings carried out in shades of blue, yellow, 
grey, white and maroon. Oak and beech strip flooring 
is provided in the assembly hall and gymnasia. The 
subsidiary staircases are granolithic with solid balus- 
trades with hardwood capping and ‘“‘ Doverite ”’ 
handrails. 

Heating is by low-pressure accelerated hot water 
with radiators to classrooms, corridors, etc., baseboard 
heating in the gymnasia and ceiling, Rayrads in the 
handicraft and science rooms. Mr. Willis, of the 
City of Birmingham Education Department, was 
clerk of works. Following is a list of nominated 
sub-contractors :— 


Steelwork, Charles Wade and Co., Ltd.; structural floors, The 
Kleine Co., Ltd.; steel windows, Henry Hope and Son, Ltd. ; asphalt 
flooring, Val de Travers, Ltd.; wood floors, R. W. Brooke and Co., 
Ltd.; granwood floors, Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd.; linoleum, 
Lewis’s, Ltd.; terrazzo flooring, Marbolino Co.; granolithic pavings, 
Corstone, Ltd.; reconstructed stone, Tarmac, Ltd. (Vinculum Depart- 


March 25 1965 


CSIP PRS 





Siete See 


ee eane 


SAPS 


i Dia Bei i ANAS 


ieee Ke 





25 1965 
3 March 25 1955 THE BUILDER 





eM IA Vt aS Dh EME EEL Be BNE RE, 


Main entrance foyer. Below : Assembly hall. 


ment); roofing, D. Anderson and Sons, Ltd.; marble facings, W. H. Bigwood Bros., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Griffin Foundry, Fireplace and’ 
Fraley and Sons, Ltd.; suspended ceilings, Marchant ‘T ing Co., Sanitary Fittings, Ltd.; partitions, Venesta, Ltd.; ash hoist, Herbert 
td.; fibrous plaster, E. B. Trumper and Sons; acoustic treatment, if p 
Horace W. Cullum and Co., Ltd. x Pav: .; heating and domestic hot water, Ashwell and Nesbit, 
Wall tiling, R. G. Robertson (Tiles), Ltd.; ironmongery, Parker, ; elec 1 work, Frank Hancock (1939), Ltd.; cold water servi 
Winder and Achurch, Ltd.; cloakroom fittings, Mountford Bros., : David F. Wiseman and Son, Ltd.; paint suppliers, Imperial Chemical 
escape stairs, Marshall, Sons, and Co., Ltd.; wrot iron balustrads, Industries, Ltd. 


lift, E ans Lifts, Ltd.; tar paving, a Asphalte 
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i View of main elevation. Below: An interior view. 


: | FACTORY AT WESTERN ROAD, BRACKNELL, BERKS 


Architect 
|| CLIVE PASCALL, FRIBA 
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ft Builders 
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t dew factory was designed for the manufacture of 

chenille, employing largely female labour at 
chenille machines and looms. A very high lighting 
factor was essential to enable the operatives to follow 
the very intricate motions of the machinery. The 
layout of the various machines and the height of the 
buildings were designed to comply with the Factory 
Act. 

The factory area is in four parts, i.e., the loom bay, 
the chenille machire bay, the winding and stores 
bay and the warehouse and inspection bay with the 
ancillary sections of the workshop, boiler house and 
steaming room grouped together on the east. 


A small office block together with lavatories and 
canteen facilities were provided on the south elevation 
both to provide a sunny aspect and to reduce the scale 
of the factory. 


Construction.—It was essential that the interior of 
the factory should have a clean shape without ledges 
or trusses which suggested the use of reinforced 
concrete frames and roof units. ‘To comply with the 
client’s requirements as regards natural lighting, and 
to improve upon the deadness of north lighting, a very 
large percentage of the roof is patent glazing, the 
west slopes of which are glazed with plyglass, both 
to diffuse direct sunlight and to conserve heat. The 
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exterior walls are of 11-in. cavity construction with 
multi rustic facing bricks externally and dark buff 
sandlimes internally. All the concrete work was casi 
on site on a 3-in. blinding and hoisted into position, 
the roof being of patented slabs with 1} in. thick 
webs screeded with 2-in. vermiculite and covered with 
three layers of built-up roofing. 


Services.—The heating to the offices, etc., is by 
radiators and heating coils from an oil-fired boiler, 
whilst that in the factory is provided by hot air circu- 
lated by three large ducts, one to each bay, each having 
its own axial flow fans and heater batteries. Hot 
water in the canteen and during the summer in the 
lavatories, is provided electrically. 


The cost of the building worked out at 2s. 114d. 
per cu. ft. Following is a list of sub-contractors :— 


Concrete specialists, London Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd. ; heating and 
ventilating, J. Wontner-Smith Gray and Co., Ltd. ; lighting and power, 
A. Dean and Co., Ltd. ; roofing, Permanite, Ltd. ; patent glazing and 
metal windows, Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd. ; temporary wall, Robert- 
son Thain, Ltd. ; partition office and lavatory, Compactom, Ltd.. 


Sanitary fittings, Stitsons Sanitary Fittings, Ltd. ; ironmongery, 
Comyn Ching and Co. (London), Ltd. ; floor screed, Plastona, Ltd. ; 
decoration material, Mander Bros., Ltd. ; linoleum, Catesby’s, Ltd. ; 
wood block flooring, Horsley Smith and Co. (Hayes), Ltd. ; bricks, 
Hall and Co., Ltd. ; duct covers, Malcolm Macleod and Co., Ltd. ; 
blinds, Deans Blinds (Putney), Ltd. ; coping, Enfield Stone Co., Ltd. ; 
slate surrounds, Bow Slate and Enamel Co., Ltd. ; lightning conductor, 
R. C. Cutting and Co., Ltd. 
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View from south-west. 


METHODIST CHURCH, 
SANDY BANK, LINCS 


Architect: HEDLEY A. MOBBS, LRIBA, FF.AS 
Builder: C. WOULD 

















CORRIDOR 









ITUATED in a rural area about 10 miles from Boston, 

this church has been planned so that the chapel portion 
‘ and the hall portion can be used either independently or 
together. Two vestries were originally planned, but the 
trustees required these to be built as one. There is seating 
accommodation for about 100 in the chapel and school. 
Portal frames have been used in the construction of the 
chapel. Following is a list of sub-contractors and suppliers: 

Bricks, London Brick Co., Ltd.; foundation stones, Bath and 
Portland Stone Firms, Ltd.; lettered bricks, Skegness Brick and Tile 
Manufacturing Co.; precast stonework, Tidmans, Ltd.; tiles, John 
Board and Co., Ltd.; roofing, Dawber Townsley and Co., Ltd.; flat 
roofing, Standard Flat Roofing Co., Ltd.; wood block flooring, Bennett’s 








Wood Flooring (Tungit) Co., Ltd.; structural steelwork, Robert Steven- / Gross Verge are paar? - 
son; steel windows, Siddons (Redhill) Engineers, Ltd.; ironmongery, he = oo = 
James Gibbons, Ltd.; heating, Hutsons (Ironmongers), Ltd.; electric ~~ —~ - es... es e as 
lighting, Eric Winfield; aluminium edging to flat roof, Metal Sections, _ 

Ltd.; entrance gates, Barnards. Plan of the church. 
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View in chapel. 
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CRAWLEY NEW TOWN 
A Year's Progress Reviewed 


GIR THOMAS BENNETT, CBE, 

FRIBA, chairman of Crawley 
Development Corporation, speaking on 
March 19 at the annual meeting of the 
corporation’s elected representatives, 
said that in this year of 1955 Crawley has 
passed the half-way stage of its 15- 
year development, and already has a 
greater population [24,000] than any 
town in West Sussex, except Bognor 
Regis and Worthing. We take the follow- 
ing extracts from his subsequent 
remarks. He said: 

Probably the outstanding event of the 
year has been the commencement of the 
town centre and the opening of the 
pedestrian shopping in Broad Walk. This 
seems suddenly to have crystallised 
Crawley as a New Town. 

Broad Walk is a success. Broad Walk 
itself was opened by the Minister, Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, on December 10, 1954, 
and has a total of 23 shops which are 
now trading The corporation have let a 
contract amounting to £97,606 for the 
extension of the shopping street called 
The Broadway, the central shopping area 
on Queen’s-square, Queensway and Col- 
lege-road and work upon this has 
already commenced. A contract for the 
construction of the first group of shops 
in Queen’s-square, Queensway, The 
Broadway and The Boulevard will be let 
in April. It is anticipated that many of 
these shops will be open for trading in 
the autumn of 1956. 

Ministries and Councils have com- 
bined with the corporaton to press for- 
ward the development of public build- 
ings so that at no distant date they will 
form the focus of a fine Crawley. The 
county council have started the con- 
struction of the new fire station on the 
western side of the London Road. In 
1956 they will commence the construc- 
tion of the technical school of which 
models are already in existence. On the 
northern side of The Boulevard, sites 
have been reserved for a block of build- 
ings to be erected by the Ministry of 
Works as offices and the General Post 
Office and for the county library, 
health centre, county courts and police 
station. 


INDUSTRIAL AREA 


Not only has the Crawley industrial 
area developed rapidly, but it has pro- 
duced a large number of fine buildings, 
and both with the factories built and 
those projected, the factory area is 
rapidly becoming an unusually attractive 
district. The screening of yards has pro- 
ected the necessary unsightly packing 
cases and material which often spoil the 
appearance of a factory area. Great care 
has been taken in the siting of chimneys, 
exposed plant and other necessary addi- 
tions to factory building which might be 
detrimental to the general effect. 

Thirty-six factories are in production 
covering 1,021,800 sq. ft. and employing 
4,870 people; 16 factories are in the 
course of construction covering 726,700 
sq. ft.; negotiations are proceeding for a 
further 11 factories, having an area of 
331,500 sq. ft; in addition, 8 factories 


THE BUILDER 


are expected to extend by 676,000 sq. ft. 
In all this makes a total of 63 factories, 
covering 2,756,000 sq. ft. The total em- 
ployment now arranged for by the cor- 
poration is estimated to be 10,950. 


The detailed planning of eight of the 
nine residential neighbourhoods has been 
completed and approved by the Ministry. 
West Green, Northgate, Three Bridges 
and Langley Green are completed except 
for infilling schemes. Pound Hill (South) 
is half completed; Ifield has started; and 
in Southgate (East) roads and sewers are 
being built to enable house building to 
start in June. Roads and sewers for Til- 
gate will start during the coming summer. 
Pound Hill (North), parts of Ifield and 
Southgate (West) are reserved for unsub- 
sidised housing. 

In addition to the growth of the town 
centre which contains already 103 shops, 
and 14 market stalls, those purchased by 
the corporation and those recently built, 
the neighbourhoods are rapidly becoming 
visible centres of activity. 

At December 31, 1954, 4,270 houses 
were completed, being 1,745 in the 12 
months. Thus, the target figure of 4,000 
given at the last annual meeting was 
exceeded by 270. The target figure for 
December 31, 1955, is 5,600. 

To-day (March 19) the total number of 
dwellings completed will be 4,440. Dwell- 
ings under construction at the same date 
number 1,535. During 1955 contracts 
will be let for a further 1,757 dwellings. 


Plans were approved during the year 
1954 for the erection of 24 houses by 
private individuals, and 304 houses to be 
erected by builders and developers. An 
appreciable amount of land in Three 
Bridges and Langley Green was pur- 
chased by Messrs. Taylor Woodrow 
Homes and developed with houses to be 
sold at prices ranging from £1,895 to 
£2,995 freehold The success of the Tay- 
lor Woodrow Homes developments has 
been immediate and shows how keenly 
alive is still the desire in many of the 
people resident in Crawley to own their 
own house. The corporation are con- 
tinuing and expanding this policy. 
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HOUSES FOR MINERS 
NCB Programme Completed 


PPPHE National Coal Board have announ- 


ced the completion of a special housing 
programme in those coalfields where, to re- 
cruit and maintain a satisfactory labour 
force, more dwellings were urgently needec. 


The Coal Industry Housing Association, 
under the general managership of Mr. Miles 
Hudson, FRICS, started work on the £37m. 
programme in April 1952. The scheme in- 
volved the building of 19,781 houses of 
which all but a few are complete. During 
1954 alone, 12,019 houses were built. The 
highest monthly figure for completions was 
in March, 1954, when 1,562 were finished. 
Expenditure reached a peak of £2m. a 
month in October and November, 1953. 
Forty-eight shops and 630 garages are being 
built on the estates. 

Twenty-seven firms of architects and 22 
quantity surveyors in private practice were 
appointed by the Association. 

Owing to shortage of labour and bricks. 
the building of traditional houses could not 
be considered and eight of the most success- 
ful types of “new traditional” houses, 
approved by the Ministry of Housing, were 
selected. The advantages included the use 
of standardised plans and of regional prices 
agreed by the Ministry with the sponsors of 
each type. The largest estate, Bolton on 
Dearne, has 692 houses. The smallest is 
at Carcroft, also in Yorkshire, where the 
Board owned a plot which has accommo- 
dated four houses. 

It was felt that the Board should try to 
set a good example and only the types of 
modern heating and cooking appliances 
approved by the Coal Utilisation Council 
have been installed. 

In June, 1953, the total average cost of 
a house was estimated at £1,900—that is, 
£1,550 for the house; £250 for roads, sewers 
and services; and £100 for land, develop- 
ment charges, professional fees, etc. The 
houses have been let to miners at rents com- 
parable with those charged for local auth- 
ority houses. There will be a loss to the 
Board of up to £50 a year on each house. 


Miners’ houses of the “‘ Wates”’ type built by C. Calverley & Sons (Contractors), 


Ltd., at Oxclose-lane, Arnold, Notts. 


Architects and quantity surveyors, 


Cecil 


Howitt & Partners. 
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News of the Week 


REBUILDING SCHEMES 


(THERE is news this week of the re- 
building of two important London 
buildings. The rebuilding of the ancient 
priory church of the Order of St. John in 
Clerkenwell, which was bombed in 1941, 
is to start in June, it is understood. Plans 
have been prepared by Messrs. Seely and 
Paget, consulting architects to the Order 
of St. John. The total cost of the scheme 
is estimated at about £72,000, of which 
£30,000 is already in hand. 


The ruined church stands on the site, 
and occupies the choir, of the church 
built by the Knights of St. John in the 
twelfth century. Some of the original 
masonry still survives, including the un- 
spoiled Norman crypt, which is used at 
present for communion services by mem- 
bers of the order. 

The other building to be rebuilt is the 
Merchant Taylors’ Hall in Threadneedle- 
street and Professor A. E. Richardson, 
PRA, FRIBA, has been invited to pre- 
pare a scheme. The hall was virtually 
destroyed by enemy action early in the 
1939-45 War. 


NEW SOUTH. BANK OFFICES 


A TEAM of six is flying to New York 
for a two weeks’ visit to study the latest 
echnical developments and mechanical 
services in tall office buildings with a 
view to applying them to the projected 
new South Bank building for the Shell 
Petroleum Co. Ltd., which is expected to 
have at least 25 storeys, and for which 
the architect is Sir Howard Robertson, 
P-PRIBA Plans for the new Shell office 
building are still at an early stage, but 
the first of 21 boreholes is now being 
drilled to test the sub-soil strata of the 
site. 

The members of the team are: Messrs. 
G. T. Meller, manager, office manage- 
ment dept., Shell Petroleum Co. Ltd.; 
G. T. Bartlett, manager, Shell Estates 
Ltd.; R. Maynard-Smith, partner, Easton 
and Robertson, chartered architects; 
F. M. Bowen, partner, Scott and Wilson, 
Kirkpatrick, consulting engineers; J. R. 
Paterson, joint managing director, G. N. 
Haden and Son Ltd., heating and venti- 
lating engineers; and D. E. Bird, director, 
Ewbank and Partners, consulting engi- 
neers. 


NEW HOMES FOR OLD 


PROPERTY OWNERS, architects, sur- 
veyors, builders, estate agents, and Sussex 
local authorities were among. those 
invited by Hastings County Borough 


Council to the opening last Wednesday- 


(March 23) ofa practical demonstration 
showing how older houses can be con- 
verted into modern flats. 


Nos. 12, 13 and 14, Charles-road, St. 
Leonards, three large Victorian houses 
which are typical of many to be found 
in South Coast towns, have been chosen 
by Hastings Corporation to show a wide 
variety of conversion work. Eighteen 
flats have been produced from the three 
houses, the work being planned by the 
borough engineer, Mr. E. O. Baxter, and 
undertaken by the Council’s labour force 
under his direction. 
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Before the flats are occupied the Coi- 
poration, in conjunction with the Minis- 
try of Housing and Local Government, 
are putting them on show to encourage 
owners of suitable property to undertake 
modernisation and conversion schemes. 
Such schemes may be carried out with or 
without the aid of a grant, which can be 
as much as £400 per flat. The houses will 
remain open to the public free of charge 
until April 2, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
weekdays. 


ARCHITECTS AND INDUSTRY 


THE RIBA is to stage an exhibit at the 
Third National Factory Equipment Exhi- 
bition to show the architect’s contribu- 
tion in the industrial field. A small pam- 
phlet “The Architect and Industry” is 
being prepared and will be available on 
the RIBA stand. The exhibition, which 
will take place at Earls Court, London, 
will be on view from March 28 to April 2. 


AA EXHIBITION 


IN RESPONSE to suggestions made by 
numerous members, the council of the 
AA has decided to organise an exhibition 
of members’ and probationary members’ 
work, including projects and industrial 
art, done in recent years. It will be held 
ree July 15 to 28 and from August 3 to 
12. 

The AA annual reception will be held 
this year on April 14. Tickets may be 
obtained from the Secretary. 


RICS MEETINGS 


THE next general meeting of RICS 
quantity surveyors, to. be held on Wed- 
nesday, April 20, at 6 p.m. is to be 
devoted to an address by three members 
of the Institute of Measurements and 
Estimates for the Building Trade in Den- 
mark (H/rs. Aage Christensen, Erling 
Frederiksen and Bjorn Bindslev) on “The 
Building Industry in Denmark.” Admis- 
sion will be by ticket only, from the Sec- 
retary, 12, Gt. George-street, SW1. 

Two builders will address members 
of the junior organisation of the RICS 
at forthcoming meetings. Mr. Graham 
C. Johnson, director of a Leicester firm 
of decorating contractors, will speak on 


-“Painting—the causes of defects and how 


to avoid them” at a meeting at the Insti- 
tution on April 6. 

Following this meeting, on April 21, 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish will give a 
talk on “ Reducing building costs” at the 
Talbot Restaurant, London Wall, EC2. 


RIBA FORM OF CONTRACT 


THE Joint Contracts Tribunal have 
approved the addition on page 16 of the 
RIBA Standard Form of Contract (all 
editions) of the following footnote to the 
Arbitration Clause: Where the parties 
do not insert the name and address of the 
arbitrator in the space provided after line 
11, the words in line 12 “ or, in the event 
of his death or unwillingness or inability 
to act, of ” should be struck\out before 
the contract is signed by the parties. 


BRITISH SCHOOL AT ROME 


THE London County Council’s Further 
Education Sub-Committee ‘have con- 
sidered an appeal made by the British 
School at Rome for funds towards the 
maintenance of the school, and have 
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decided that a grant of £500 should be 
made for the session 1954-55. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. W. L. Lowry, ARIBA, has been 
appointed Architect and Town Planning 
Officer to Southport Corporation. Mr. 
A. J. Gaskin has been appointed Engi- 


neer. 

Mr. P. Raymond Bee, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, has been appointed deputy 
chief architect to the Hemel Hempstead 
New Town Development Corporation. 
This is a new appointment, and Mr. Bee, 
who has been carrying out these duties 
under the chief architect as assistant chief 
architect’ since the Development Cor- 
poration was formed in 1947, has been 
promoted into this grade. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, March 24, 1855 


BALMORAL.—Allow me to express 
to you the pleasure I have derived from 
inspecting the plan in The Builder of Her 
Majesty’s new’ palace at Balmoral. . It is 
quite a treat to an old Jacobite Scotsman, 
even though he is now a resident in 
Canada, to learn that a royal palace is 
in progress of erection in the highlands 
of Scotland. I will not criticise the build- 
ing, but am impelled to notice what ap- 
pears to me a strange omission, viz., that 
no provision seems to be. made for a 
chapel. That a royal palace, in the nine- 
teenth century, should be erected for the 
head of the English Church ‘without a 
chapel for domestic use wherein the 
sacred rites of the distinctive religion 
which Her Majesty so solemnly professed 
at her coronation may be decently and 
reverently celebrated, does seem to me a 


strange omission. 
AN OLD SCOTSMAN. 
Cobourg, Canada West. 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
The Secretaryship 


THE COUNCIL of the Institute have ap- 
pointed Mr. D. A. Neale, MC, to succeed 
Lt.-Col. I. L. Roney-Dougal, OBE, BA, 
who resigned at the end of last year. 
Mr. Neale comes to the appointment 
from service with the British Standards 
Institution. 


“ The Main Task” 

ADDRESSING the Regional Council of the 
South-Western Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, at Bristol recently, Mr. 
F. Lest WALLIs, president of the Institute 
of Builders, said that for more than 100 
years the Institute had been constantly 
active in the interests of building crafts, and 
was to-day continuing to award prizes for 
craft work. 

The main purpose of the Institute was the 
training of the master builders of tomorrow. 
Membership was open to those with the 
necessary qualifications and who fulfilled 
certain definite conditions, or who were pre- 
pared to qualify by examination, which 
would mean a full testing of their ability 
to become master builders. 

He appealed to the South Western 
Federation members to encourage students 
to enter for the examinations of the Insti- 
tute for their own future good and for the 
good of the industry. 
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ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL 
92nd Ordinary Meeting 


IPHE ninety-second ordinary meeting of 
the Architects’ Registration Council of 
the United Kingdom was held on March 18 
at 66, Portland-place, Wi. Mr. Denis 
Poulton, FRIBA, was in the chair. 

The Council approved the admission of 
359 applicants to the register. Of these, 
357 qualified by examination under Section 
6 (1) (c) of the principal Act and two 
qualified under Section 6 (1) (d) of the 
principal Act and under Regulation 26 (a) (3) 
—architects resigned, seeking readmission. 
The total number of applications under 
Regulation 26 (b) was 32; eight of these 
were admitted, 21 were rejected and one 
application was withdrawn, leaving two 
applications to be dealt with. 

The Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee submitted the accounts and balance- 
sheet for the year ended December 31, 1954, 
and these were approved by the Council. 

The committee reported that up to Feb- 
ruary 25, 76 per cent. of the fees due had 
been paid, compared with 75 per cent. for 
the same period in 1954. In accordance 
with the Council’s instructions of Octo- 
ber 15, 1954, the names of 23 architects 
resident overseas had been removed from 
the register on January 31 last for non- 
payment of their 1954 retention fees. 

During 1954, 757 names were added to 
the register, 113 names were restored to 
the register, and 552 names removed owing 
to deaths, resignations and other causes, 
leaving 18,476 names on the register on 
December 31, 1954. 


CODE OF CONDUCT 


The Professional Purposes Committee 
reported that they had instructed the 
Registrar to present annually a report of 
the disciplinary cases dealt with during the 
year, in order that the committee might 
consider whether any further amendments 
to the Code were necessary. On the other 
hand, the committee reported that they were 
of opinion, as at present advised, that, apart 
from one matter referred to later, it was 
unlikely that the Code would need amend- 
ment until it had been in existence for a 
period of three years or more, by which 
time it could be judged in the light of 
experience gained. 

The committee also reported that it had 
been advised that it was necessary to define 
with precision the meaning of the term 
“house agents” in the new rule prohibiting 
architects from carrying on business as 
house agents. It had also considered a 
complaint of undesirable publicity with 
flamboyant headlines in a weekly journal. 
After considering the explanation received 
from the architect they had asked him to 
ensure that on any future occasion he should 
see a proof of the article before he author- 
ised publication. 

The attention of the committee had been 
drawn to a case in which an architect had 
coupled his name and the title “ Architects 
and Surveyors, Auctioneers, Valuers and 
Estate Agents” in large letters on his office 
window. His attention had been drawn 
to the warning given in the notes on page 
12 of the Code of Conduct. 

The attention of the committee had been 
drawn to a County Court judgment in whith 


the judge found that an architect had been 
guilty of fraudulent misrepresentation in 
describing himself as an Associate of the 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scot- 
land and Chartered Architect after he had 
been removed from the Royal Incorpora- 
tion’s membership list for failure to pay his 
annual fee. The architect had been warned 
that a further offence might result in a 
charge of disgraceful conduct being made 
against him. 

The committee had received a complaint 
by a town clerk that an architect had written 
to the mayor and councillors, complaining 
that he had not been recommended by the 
town clerk when asked by members of the 
public to recommend architects in the area. 
The town clerk felt aggrieved in that such 
an approach to the members of the town 
council was calculated to bring him into 
disrepute. It appeared that, there being 
only two architects in the district, the town 
clerk had recommended only the name of 
the architect with whose work he was 
acquainted and had no knowledge of the 
other architect’s work. The committee had 
informed the architect that his conduct in 
writing such letters was highly undesirable 
and must not be repeated. 

The attention of the committee had been 
drawn to an interview with an architect’s 
wife published in a daily paper, which was 
in effect an advertisement of the architect’s 
practice. The architect’s attention had been 
drawn to the complaints received and he 
had been informed that this type of pub- 
licity was undesirable. 

The committee also reported that two 
prosecutions under the 1938 Act had been 
carried out and a warning letter had been 
sent in one other case, 

During the course of the meeting the 
Council considered two offences under Sec- 
tion 7 of the principal Act. In the case 
of Mr. W. M. Carter, who was represented 
by counsel, the Council ordered the removal 
of his name from the register for a period 
of five years. The second respondent, Mr. 
H. Alexander, who appeared personally, was 
informed that his name would be removed 
from the register as from that date 
(March 18) for a period of one year only. 


Annual Meeting 


AT THE twenty-third annual meeting of 
Council that followed, Mr. Denis Poulton, 
FRIBA, was elected chairman, and Mr. 
H. V. Lobb, CBE, FRIBA, vice-chairman. 
The constitution of the Council for 1955-56 
will be made up from the following appoint- 
ments and elections: — 


By the Council of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects.—Harold Anderson, D. H. See ty’ om 
*Dr. Ronald Bradbury, J. T. ee. © Chackett? 
*Thomas S. Cordiner, Dr. F. F Curtis *R. E. 
Enthoven, R. O. Foster, P. G. yd i ae a 
Hicks, *R. J. Hurst, H. L. Kelly, Cecil Kennard, 
Me Martin Lidbetter, H. V. oF 

W. Milburn, T. E. North, J. T. Peat, Denis 
Poulton, My Preston, Yee Siciietin W. A. Rutter, 

Seel, H. Uren, A. Neville Ward. 

"a -5," Council of the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors.—A. P. Lambert, R. Meal- 
ings. 

By the Council of the Faculty of Architects and 
Surveyors.—N. J. Rushton 

By the Council of a Architectural Association 
(London).—J. M. Austin-Smith, D. Clarke Hall, J. 
Brandon Jones, Gontran Goulden. 
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By the Council of the Association of Building 
ye —H. Moncrieff. 
the Councils of Provincial Associations.— 

*Robert J. Potter, A. Newton Thorpe 

By ‘* Unattached ”’ “Architects —Vincent Burr, 
E. W. Chapman, Se H. Melville Richards, W. I: 
Scanlan, H. E. G. slap. 

By the Council - the Royal Society of Ulster 
Architects.—J. D. McCutcheon 

By the Minister of ener send —F. Bray. 

By the Minister of Housing and Local SE 
—G. J. M. Gray. 

By the Minister of Works.—G. For 
5 feyent the Department of Health for , ae —T. A. 
e 

By the Governor of Northern Ireland.—T. F. O. 
Rippingham. 

By the Council of the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors.—E. C. Strathon. 

By the Council of the Institution of Structural En- 
gineers.—F, R. Bullen. 

By the Council of the Institution of Municipad 
Engineers.—F. H. Clinch. 

By the Council of the Society of Engineers.—W. R. 
Howard. 

By the Council of the Institute of Builders.— 
Lt.-Col. I. L. Roney Dougal. 

By the Council of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers.x—D. E. Woodbine Parish. 

By the Council of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Operatives.—Sir Richard Coppock. 


*New Appointments. 


WARNING TO THE UNREGISTERED 


Tue Architects’ Registration Council have 
been legally advised that an unregistered 
person who prepares and completes an 
RIBA Form of Contract in which he is 
named as the architect and submits the same 
to his client for signature would render him- 
self liable to prosecution for unlawfully 
using the title “ Architect” contrary to 
Section 1 of the Architects Registration Act, 
1938. 


BIRMINGHAM OVERSPILL 


Councils’ Objections 


(THE Minister of Housing is to try to re- 
concile the viewpoints of Birmingham 
City Council and the county councils of 
Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Stafford- 
shire on the question of the city’s overspill 
problem, it was revealed in a report pre- 
sented by the Warwickshire Planning Com- 
mittee to the County Council, recently. 

It is stated in the report that the clerks 
of the three county authorities visited the 
Ministry of Housing recently, and discussed 
the matter with Ministry officials. 

One possibility which the Ministry and 
county authorities considered was the crea- 
tion of a satellite town. 

The report adds that a meeting between 
the Ministry and Birmingham representa- 
tives is to be arranged shortly, following 
which the Minister will hold a conference 
attended by all four authorities to try to 
find “a fair and workable basis of 
agreement.” 

The report was issued following a special 
meeting of the Planning Committee to con- 
sider Birmingham’s latest proposal to hold 
individual discussions with county district 
councils on the overspill problem, with 
county council representatives present—if 
the district councils did not object. The 
committee, it states “find it difficult ade- 
quately to express what we really think of 
this invitation ” which, it alleges, is a breach 
of faith because Birmingham agreed two 
years ago to consult county councils before 
approaching other authorities. The ‘com- 
mittee has decided to ask district councils 
in Warwickshire not to reply to Birming- 
ham’s invitation until the city and county 
have reached some measure of agreement. 

Similar indignation at the Birmingham 
move was expressed at a recent meeting of 
the Worcestershire County Council. 
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“We are not alone in contending that 
this need exists, in fact we know that there 
are about 6,000 architects mostly outside our 
ranks, who are looking for a union. This 
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architecture. For instance I personally do 
aot agree with the President of the Royal 
Academy who is proposing that the way of 
nrogress is to turn our backs on contem- 
porary design, and seek our inspiration only 
from the 18th Century. Can contemporary 
life really be placed in the strait jacket of 


1ingham a past age? We must work for a living, 
ncils of developing tradition and not rake over the 
stafford- dying embers of a past one. However 
verspil} beautiful it may have been it cannot fit the 


ort pre- 


iscussed 


ry and 


needs of modern living.” 

Speaking of the quality of buildings, Mr. 
Le Mare said that he sometimes thought 
there should be a Ministry of Art to 
counteract the tendencies of those other 
Ministries and of administrators directed to 
inspect the plans of architects for extravag- 
ance, or should one say imagination? in their 


le crea~ designs. The Government released licences 
last year; what about restoring the cuts this 
etweenl year, and so enable the provision of the 
esenta- kind of homes and schools that would match 
lowing the promise of this modern age? 
ference The architect was in a position to see the 
try to next step in the progress of building design; 
sis of that was why he was an important member 
: of society and why the ABT considered that 
special he should be granted the status that he 
0 con- deserved. However, the ABT was unique 
0 hold because it recognised that building enter- 
district prise could only be successfully undertaken 
: with at the present time by teams composed 
nt—if of all the technical and professional people 
The on the job, and that these teams could in- 
t ade- crease their efficiency by meeting to discuss 
ink of mutual problems. 
breach 


d two 


“ NEED FOR A TRADE UNION” 


paign for higher wages. 


This compromise is the outcome of the 
men’s demand for an extra 34d. an hour 
in London and 23d. in the provinces. At 
Tuesday’s meeting both sides agreed to dis- 
cuss the improver system at a later date 
with a view to its possible revision. 


dwellings authorised or under way, is 
favourable in Denmark, Finland, Western 
Germany, Italy, Sweden and Switzerland. 
In the Netherlands and the United Kingdom, 
however, some stabilisation in the level of 
dwelling output may occur in the near 
future. 


























FACTORY AT ANNAN, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Constructed almost entirely with 


before 
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uncils 
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ent. 
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precast concrete components, this factery is being built for the Airscrew Co. & Jicwood, 
Ltd., of Weybridge, for the manufacture of chipboard. It includes one 85ft. span section 
and two 42 ft. 6 in. bays. Except for a boiler house, the whole 40,000 sq. ft. area is spanned 


“The main purpose which brought this 
Association into being and continues to be 
the motive power for its existence is trade 
unionism,” Mr. Le Mare continued. “We 
are proud of being a trade union since we 
know that there has been a need, and so far 
as we can judge there will continue to be 
a need, for the means to negotiate salaries 
and working conditions for our members. 


with two-pin precast reinforced concrete portal frames, pitched at 224 degrees. The 
stanchions were cast on site, one on top of the other in nests of six, so that cured units 
would be available for erection in regular sequence. The rafter sections were factory 
made. The main walls are built with precast concrete hollow blocks, to be rendered and 
cement-painted externally. The design, manufacture and construction has been carried 
out by the Scottish Construction Co., Ltd., Sighthill Industrial Estate, Edinburgh. 








S16 


LAW REPORT 
Architects Criticised for Failing to 
Look After Client’s Interests 


CourT OF APPEAL 


BEFORE Lorps Justices DENNING AND 
HODSON AND MR. JUSTICE UPJOHN 


SEGAL v. R. HUGHES, LTD., AND 
DRURY AND GOMERSALL 


WHEN an appeal in an action in which 

builders, a shop owner and architects 
were parties was decided by the Court of 
Appeal on March 14, the architects were 
criticised. 

Miss M. Segal, of Bury New-road, Man- 
chester, appealed against the decision of an 
Official Referee, Mr. W. K. Carter, QC, who 
had given judgment for R. Hughes, Ltd., 
builders, of Elton-street, Lower Broughton, 
Salford, for £76 18s. 6d. and dismissed her 
counterclaim against them. Judgment had 
also been given for Messrs. Drury and 
Gomersall, chartered architects, of Oxford- 
road, Manchester, who had been made third 
parties in the action, Miss Segal claiming an 
indemnity from them. Their counterclaim 
for fees had been disallowed. 

The Court allowed the appeal, with. costs, 
holding that by reason of Miss Segal’s 
counterclaim the sum that should have been 
awarded to the builders was £45 18s. 6d. 

They gave her judgment for the costs she 
had incurred in defending the action by the 
builders, these to be recoverable from the 
architects. She was also to have her costs in 
the third party proceedings against the archi- 
tects. 

In his judgment, Lord Justice Denning 
said the architects, Messrs. Drury and Gomer- 
sall, were employed by Miss Segal in respect 
of work to be carried out at her premises. 
The architects prepared specifications and 
agreed with Hughes, Ltd., to do the work 
for £630. Items estimated at £190 for work 
Miss Segal did not want doing were with- 
drawn from the contract, the price remaining 
at £440. 

His lordship said there were variations in 
the contract. The builders should have re- 
built a wall in the cellar, work estimated at 
£89, but they left it out. When the archi- 
tects heard of this they did nothing about it 
and did not inform Miss Segal. 

Extra work costing 16 gns. was done, and 
this was set off against the omission of the 
wall. 

“Tt was quite unfair to do this,” his lord- 
ship said. 

The builders also did work on a staircase, 
using old wood instead of new timber as 
required by the contract. Against this sav- 
ing they set off expenses said to have been 
incurred by Miss Segal’s changes in plans 
regarding the stairs. 

These set-offs, he said, were not in the 
final account, but other extras were properly 
shown. Two certificates for payment of a 
total of £550 were issued by the architects 
and Miss Segal paid £450. The final account 
was for £599 2s. 6d., leaving a balance of 
£149 2s. 6d. due from Miss Segal. 

’ The claim of the builders for this sum was 

based entirely on the final account certified 
by the architects. Miss Segal did not dispute 
the admitted extras but the contract price 
of £440, alleging that a lot of the contract 
work had not been done. 

The Referee, Lord Justice Denning said, 
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struck out the claim for £89 for the wall 
that was not rebuilt and substituted 16 gns. 
for extra work done, reducing the builders’ 
claim to £76 18s. 6d. 

His lordship considered the Referee was 
wrong in ordering Miss Segal to pay the 
whole of the costs of the action. 

Miss Segal had claimed that it would cost 
her £120 to rebuild the wall now. His lord- 
ship thought she was entitled to that as 
against the £89 claimed by the builders. This 
would reduce the sum due to them to 
£45 18s. 6d. 

Lord Justice Denning said Miss Segal was 
entitled to the costs she had incurred in 
investigating the matter and contesting the 
claim. 

He said: “The case shows a gross breach 
of duty on the part of the architects. They 
were employed by the owner of the house 
to protect her interests. It was their duty 
to see the builders did their work properly 
and did not charge too much.” 

He added: “Instead of doing their plain 
duty the architects worked hand in glove 
with the builders. They looked after the 
builders’ interests at the expense of their 
client. They had a money incentive because 
they were paid by a percentage of the costs. 
The higher the costs, the more their fees. 

‘““When this court finds a breach of duty 
they will not allow architects to get a penny 
of their fees and will make them compensate 
the client for all expenses incurred because 
of the architects’ fault. The appeal will be 
allowed.” 

Lord Justice Hodson agreed except that 
he would not have allowed the appeal in 
respect of the third party proceedings. 

Mr. Justice Upjohn agreed the appeal 
should be allowed. 


LCC 


Use of Premises in Portland-place 


AT A MEETING of the London County 
Council, on March 15, Miss L. F. NETTLE- 
FOLD asked Mr. W. G. FISKE, chairman of 
the Town Planning Committee whether he 
was aware that planning permission had 
been refused for the use of the lower floors 
of 58, Portland-place, St. Marylebone, as 
offices by the House Improvement Associa- 
tion and an associated body of the National 
House Builders’ Registration Council? Was 
he aware that the St. Marylebone Borough 
Council had no objection to this use? Miss 
Nettlefold also asked whether, if and when 
58, Portland-place should decay and become 
irreparable, he proposed to make a building 
preservation order as in the case of 45, Port- 
land-place? . 

Mr. FISKE referred Miss Nettlefold to 
the report of the Town Planning Committee 
about the Development Plan from which ‘it 
would be seen that the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government had gone even 
further than the Council in seeking to main- 
tain the residential use of every building, 
irrespective of zoning, which would or could 
be made suitable for such use. The refusal 
was on the grounds that the proposed use 
did not accord with the plan, in which this 
area was allocated for residential users, nor 
with the Council’s practice of permitting use 
as headquarters of professional institutions 
or cultural or learned societies. Regarding 
the last part of Miss Nettlefold’s question, 
he was unable to anticipate a decision on a 
situation which might not arise. 
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Sir Harry Vanderpant 


HE loss of Sir Harry Vanderpant, who 
died on March 20 in London at the 

age of 88, will be felt by many architects 
who counted him as a friend. His link with 
the profession began in 1890 when he 
became secretary to Henry L. Florence, the 
architect, an association which lasted until 
1916, after which Vanderpant was called to 
the Bar. He gave £10,000 to the RIBA in 
1931 which was used towards the cost of 
what is now known as the Henry Florence 
hall at the Institute’s headquarters. He 
was elected Hon.ARIBA in 1932, and had 
for many years been one of the most 
generous supporters of the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society, of which he had been 
treasurer, Sir Harry had been Mayor of 
Westmister in 1937 and was Deputy 


- Lieutenant of the County of London. He 


was chairman from 1937 to 1948 of the 
London and Home Counties Traffic Advisory 
Committee. 


W. A. Lewis, ARIBA 


THE DEATH has been announced of Mr. 
William Arthur Lewis, ARIBA, of Kempton 
Manor, Hothfield. He was 85. 

Mr. Lewis was responsible for the design 
of a number of London offices, including, 
in the City, 14, 16 and 18, Artillery-lane, 
4-7, 22-23 and 33, Chiswell-street, and 
“Maypole House,” Finsbury-square. In the 
West End his works included 12, New Bur- 
lington-street, 22 and 36, Eastcastle-street, 
and 40, Mortimer-street. 

Mr. Lewis’s work included the design of 
the Grosvenor Court Hotel, Oxford-street; 
factories for the Sperry Gyroscope Co., 
Shepherd’s Bush, and the British Saw 
Sharpening Machine Co., Ltd., Ashford, 
Kent. 


N. D. Sheffield, FRIBA, FRICS 


WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death, which 
occurred on March 18, at Budleigh Salter- 
ton, of Mr. Noel Dennis Sheffield, FRIBA, 
FRICS. He was 77. 


Ralph J. Holliday, MC, FIOB 


WE announce with regret the death, which 
occurred on March 19, of Major Ralph 
James Holliday, MC, FIOB, in his seventy- 
fifth year. 

Major Holliday only relinquished the 
chairmanship of the firm of Holliday and 
Greenwood, Ltd., last autumn, having 
occupied that position for nearly 20 years, 
following his father and the late Mr. Ben- 
jamin I. Greenwood, who jointly founded 
the firm over three-quarters of a century ago. 
After being articled to F. and H. F. Higgs, 
Ltd., he joined the family business, being 
appointed a managing director prior to 
World War I, in which he served with 
gallantry and distinction. 

Major Holliday was a prominent member 
for many years of the London Master 
Builders’ Association. He was senior past 
president of the Institute of Builders, past 
president and trustee of the Builders’ Bene- 
volent Institution, and for over 25 years a 
trustee of the London Builders’ Foremen’s 
Association. He was well known for his 
valuable contribution to the furthering of 
apprenticeship and building education, and 
was concerned with the construction of 
many notable buildings in the London area. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


EMPLOYMENT FIGURES 


ON March 8, Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the 
Minister of Works what was the esti- 
mated number of men employed on repair 
and maintenance to existing houses, includ- 
ing conversions, adaptations, extensions, etc., 
and the number employed on new house 
building in England and Wales at December 
31, 1954, or the latest available date. 

Mr. NIGEL BircH, in a written reply, 
stated: The provisional figures of men 
employed by building and civil engineering 
contractors on housing work in England and 
Wales in January, 1955, were: — 
New Housing ... aaa 264,000 

lousing Repair and Maintenance 142,000 

in addition, about 80,000 men were 
directly employed last. year by local 
authorities and public utilities on housing 
work: of these about 30,000 were on new 
work. 


RAINWATER GOODS 


On March 8, Mr. OLIveR asked the 
Minister of Works if he would state in 
detail the new trading arrangements adopted 
by manufacturers and merchants of cast- 
iron rainwater goods to bring their 
arrangements into conformity with the 
report of the Monopolies Commission. 

Mr. Bircu:. The “Rainwater Agree- 
ments” entered into by the British Iron- 
founders’ Association and associations of 
merchants were cancelled as from January 
1, 1952, when new trading arrangements con- 
forming with the recommendations of the 
Monopolies Commission came into opera- 
tion. These arrangements make merchant 
terms available to all genuine distributors 
of rainwater goods, whether members of 
merchant associations or not, and whether 
or not they purchase only from members 
of the British Ironfounders’ Association. 


SWIMMING BATH CONSTRUCTION 


Mr. Hector HuGuEs asked the Minister 
of Education if he had considered the new 
prefabricated method of constructing school 
swimming baths; and to what extent he 
planned to have this method used in schools 
under the jurisdiction of his department. 

Sir Davip Ecctes replied on March 10: 
I am not aware of the method to which 
Mr. Hughes refers. If he will let me have 
particulars I will have inquiries made. 


SCHOOL BUILDING, PLYMOUTH 


On March 10, Mr. Foor asked the 
Minister of Education what applications 
for new school building he had refused for 
Plymouth in the last two years; and whether 
he would state his future policy for Ply- 
mouth in this connection. 

SiR Davip Eccies: One proposal for a 
new secondary technical school. I shall 
consider sympathetically -the authority’s 
proposals for 1956-57, which I received 
yesterday. 

Mr. Foor asked the Minister of Educa- 
tion what extra assistance for school build- 
ing he was going to give to Plymouth in 
view of the fact that 7,000 places were lost 
because of the bombing. 

Sirk Davip Eccies: Post-war school build- 
ing programmes for Plymouth have taken 
account of the loss of school places which 
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occurred during the war. Already one 
child in three of primary school age is 
being educated in a post-war school. 


NEW SCHOOLS PROGRAMME 


On March 10, Miss Bacon asked the 
Minister of Education how many extra 
secondary school places he estimated would 
be required in the next three years; and 
what plans he had for providing them. 

Sir Davin Eccies: The number of 
secondary school places required depends 
on the needs of particular areas as well as 
the total number of children over 11. The 
number of places now under construction 
is 195,000, and 250,000 more are pro- 
grammed to start building in the next 12 
months. By December 31, 1957, the 
secondary school roll is expected to increase 
by about 330,000. 


NEW BARRACKS 


Mr. HANNAN asked the Secretary of State 
for War what proportion of the £15m. pro- 
gramme for building and modernising bar- 
racks had been allocated to Scotland; and if 
he would give the details and, in particular, 
state his proposals to provide modern 
married living quarters at Maryhill Barracks, 

Mr. Fitzroy MACLEAN, Under Secretary, 
War Office, on March 1, said that the pro- 
portion was 5 per cent. The Black Watch 
and Highland- Light Infantry Depots were 
to be rebuilt while that of the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders was to be enlarged. 
New barracks were under construction at 
Craigie Hall, and the Military Hospital at 
Cowglen was to. be modernised. New 
accommodation would also be provided at 
the range at Kirkcudbright. Married quarters 
fell outside the £15m. programme, and a 
considerable sum was being spent on them 
in Scotland. Twenty-seven married 
quarters at Maryhill Barracks were to be 
modernised, and eleven more were to be con- 
verted into eight modern quarters, 


SCOTTISH HOUSEBUILDING 


Mr. McINNES asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland whether. he was aware 
that there had been an increase in the per- 
centage of houses built in England 
and Wales in 1954 compared with 1953: 
what the percentage decrease in the num- 
ber of houses built in Scotland had been 
for the same period: and what was the 
reason for the decrease. 

Mr, JAMES STuART, who replied to many 
questions on March 15, said: There was 
an increase of 10.6 per cent. in England 
and Wales and a decrease of 2.3 per cent. 
in Scotland. Output in the Scottish in- 
dustrial areas, where housing needs are 
greatest, was maintained in 1954. The 
decrease for the country as a whole arose 


“ mainly because a number of the smaller 


local authorities, nearing the end of their 
programmes, have either stopped or are 
slowing down the rate of building. In Scot- 
land there has been no substantial expansion 
of private building as in England and 
Wales. 

Mr McInnes said that in England 30,000 
more houses had been completed last year 
than in the previous year, but in Scotland 
there had been a decrease. Scotland was 
now the worst housed country in Europe 
and building contractors were dispensing with 
their labour forces. What action did the 
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Secretary of State intend to take te avoid 
severe unemployment in that industry? 

Mr. SruartT said that private building in 
England had increased by 52 per cent., but 
in Scotland, to his regret, it had only risen 
by 4.4 per cent., and about 79 authorities 
were drawing to an end of their programmes. 

MR. BROOMAN-WHITE said that difficulties 
in housing people in Scotland would greatly 
increase in the heavily built-up areas because 
of the lack of availability of sites. That 
had been by no means due to the action 
by the Scottish Office. He urged the Secre- 
tary of State to make sure that local auth- 
orities thought ahead on this matter and 
worked in close consultation with the 
department. 

Mr. SruarT said that they realised the 
difficulties and were endeavouring to help 
local authorities, 


CUMBERNAULD DEVELOPMENT 


On March 15, Mr. JOHN RANKIN asked the 
Secretary of State what further statement 
he was now prepared to make on the develop- 
ment of a new town at Cumbernauld as a 
result of his recent meeting with the repre- 
sentatives of Glasgow corporation. 

Mr. JAMES McCcINNES also asked for a 
statement on the outcome of the negotia- 
tions with Glasgow corporation on March 4. 

Mr. Stuart: I am not able to make a 
statement until I receive the corporation’s 
views on the suggestions which I put to them 
at my recent meeting, and which I have since 
confirmed in correspondence. 

Mr. RANKIN said that so far as the overall 
deficit was concerned the Secretary of 
State’s proposals were not clear. The cor- 
poration had now come part of the way to 
meet him on the lines that had been sug- 
gested in the House on January 25, and the 
Secretary of State should assure the House 
that as the corporation had gone so far 
he would not now impose on them the prin- 
ciple of unconditional surrender. 

Mr, Stuart said that it was true that the 
corporation had come part of the way to 
meet him. As for the handling of the deficit 
he had suggested that the receiving depart- 
ment, the corporation and the Exchequer 
should each handle one-third, but he was 
still prepared to listen to alternative pro- 
posals. 

Mr. McINNES said that within two years 
every available building site in Glasgow 
would be exhausted. As Mr. Stuart had 
now been Handling the new town proposals 
for Cumbernauld for more than two years 
would he cease monkeying about with the 
matter and get on with the job. 

Mr. Stuart said that he could assure Mr. 
McInnes of his desire to get on with the job 
in view of the urgency which had been men- 
tioned, and with which he agreed. 

Mr. Cyrit BENcE asked if there had been 
any consultations with the Dunbartonshire 
county council. 

Mr. Stuart said that he had had no con- 
sultations up to date. They had not reached 
that stage, but the county council had been 
present at the last meeting, and were aware 
of what had been done. ‘ 


LOANS TO SCOTTISH AUTHORITIES 


On March 15, Mr. Woopsurn asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland to state 
the estimated increase, on an annual basis, 
of the cost to the Exchequer, local authori- 
ties and other public bodies which arose 
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from the lJatest increase in Bank rate and 
from the previous ‘increase. 

Mr. Stuart: During the last three years 
Scottish local authorities borrowed on aver- 
age about £60m. a year—about half of it 
from the Public Works Loan Board and the 
balance from various sources. The increase 
of one quarter per cent. in Public Works 
Loan Board rates would on this basis involve 
an additional annual charge of about 
£60,000; the increased charge in respect of 
other borrowing would depend on the source 
from which it is effected. Rather more than 
half of the increase would fall on the Ex- 
chequer. As regards public bodies, the North 
of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board have in- 
formed me that they are not likely to require 
to borrow in the immediate future. 

Mr. Ross asked for an estimate of the 
increased cost of the average four apartment 
local authority house as a consequence of 
the increase in the board’s interest, rate. 

Mr. Stuart said the increase would be 
4s. 2d. a year on each £100 of the cost of 
the house over the loan period of 60 years. 

Mr. WILLIs asked whether, in view of the 
increased rates of interest that would have to 
be met by Scottish local authorities, the 
Secretary of State would increase housing 
subsidies. 

Mr. J. Stuart: No. I would remind Mr. 
Willis that when interest rates on housing 
loans fell in 1953 and again in 1954 there 
was no reduction in housing subsidies 
in Scotland, 


THE £300m. FUND 


Closing Date for Submitting Claims 


PERSONS who hold claims on the £300m. 

fund under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, have until April 30 to 
apply to the Central Land Board for any 
payment to which they may be entitled. 
The Board have already received over 36,000 
applications, but it is believed that many 
others are outstanding. 


The most important cases where a pay- 
ment may be due are: 


(i) Where development charge has been 
paid on the land covered by the claim; 

(ii) Where the land concerned was sold 
or leased for less than its full value to a 
public authority before January 1, 1955, 
or privately before November 18, 1952; 

(ili) Where the land was given away 
before November 18, 1952; 

(iv) Where the claim was purchased 
before November 18, 1952, and has been 
owned separately from the land. 

Persons who do not hold claims on the 
£300m. may also qualify under (i) or (ii) if 
they bought land in respect of which a claim 
had been made. 

The Central Land Board have sent forms 
of application for payment to claim holders 
whom they have been able to identify as 
having paid a development charge or as 
having sold their land to a public authority, 
but anyone who thinks he is entitled to a 
payment for any event which occured before 
January 1, 1955, other than a planning re- 
striction (see belew), and has not received 
an application form, should write to the 
Beard for one without delay. 


PLANNING RESTRICTIONS 


Claim holders who have been refused per- 
mission to develop their land, or have had 
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onerous conditions imposed on a grant of 
planning permission, may be entitled to a 
payment from the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government. The closing date for 
applying is June 30, if the planning decision 
was given before the end of last year. Forms 
of application can be obtained from any 
local authority. 


NFBTE 


Representatives on Government 
Advisory Bodies and Joint Committees 


TPHE Council of the National Federation 

of Building Trade Employers has 
named the following members to represent 
the National Federation on Government 
Advisory Bodies, Joint Boards and 
Committees : — 


Ministry of Works, National Consultative Council 
of the Building and Civil Engineering Industries: 
W. H. Forsdike, Harvey G. Frost and S. F. S. 
Hearder. 


_MoW Advisory Council on Building and Civil En- 
gineering Research and Development: H. E. Comben, 
H. B. Kerr and S. F. S. Hearder. 

MoW. Advisory Committee on Contractors’ Plant: 
J. Harrison and P, Smallwood. 


MoW Consultative Committee for the Stone In- 
dustry: A. N. Pictor. 


MoW Plant Hire Rates Committee: J. Harrison 
and H. E. Hodgson. 


‘ Building Ss hes per 9 and Training Council: J. 
Dearden, W orsdike, Harvey G. Frost, S. G. 
Gibson, G. A. Hill, H. Payne, J. C. Robertson, 
F. M. Sleeman, G. O. Swayne, A. C. V. Telling 
and I. Ernest Jones, 


Ministry of Labour and National Service, Building 
and Civil Engineering Advisory Panel: G. W. 
Buchanan, W. H. Forsdike, Harvey G. Frost and I. 
Ernest Jones. 


_ National Savings Advisory Committee for the Build- 
ing and Civil Engineering Industries: Sir Richard 
Costain, L. A, Walden and C: G. Rowlands. 

British Employers’ Confederation (Council): W. H. 
Forsdike, Harvey G. Frost, W.' Horsfall, G. W. 
Grosvenor, N. Longley and Ernest Jones; (General 
Meeting): Harvey G. Frost, H. Forsdike, G. W. 
Grosvenor, N. Hannen, wn Horsfall, S. Hudson, 
H. B. Kerr, R. O. Lloyd, N. Longley, b: A. Walden, 
S. F. S. Hearder and I. Ernest Jones; (Safety, Health 
and Welfare Committee): L. A. Walden; Senge | In- 
surance and Employers’ Liability Committee): 
Bowyer; (Industrial Education and Training Tw 
mittee): J. C. Robertson; (Industrial Relations Com- 
mittee): N. Hannen; (Employment and Manpower 
Committee): G. W. Grosvenor; (Taxation Committee): 
H. H. Harper. 


Building and Civil Engineering Holidays —_— 
Management, Limited (Board of Directors): WwW. 
Buchanan, . Forsdike and F. Leslie Walle, 
J.P.; (Members of the Company): W. F. Allen, G. W. 
Buchanan, . Forsdike, . F. Gibson, H. 
Leighton, R. O. Lloyd, H. Payne, J. Ian Robertson, 
J. R. R. Scull and F. Leslie Wallis. 


Holidays with Pay Joint Industrial Board: W. H. 
Forsdike, F. Leslie Wallis and I. Ernest Jones. 


en ite! Joint Council for the Building Industry: 
. H. Forsdike, G. W. Buchanan, Fishburn, 
r. ” Leslie ae S. F. S. Hearder, I. Ernest Jones, 
P. Riley, F. Ww. Shepherd, G. W. Grosvenor, C. 
Howells, J. Ian Robertson, L. A. Walden, Harvey G. 
Frost, S. Hudson, N. Hannen, R. O. Lloyd and 
J. B. Austin. 


National Joint Apprenticeship Board: W. H. Fors- 
dike, J. re a E. Fishburn, Harvey G. Frost, 
G. A. Hill, Lloyd, D. E. Woodbine Parish, 
H. Payne, J. % me od J. Ian Robertson, F. M. 
Sleeman and G. O. Swayne. 


Architects, Quantity Surveyors and Builders’ Joint 
Consultative Committee: G. W. Grosvenor, Harvey 
G. Frost, W. Horsfall, S. Hudson, L. A. Walden and 
R. S. Williams. 


Joint Contracts Tribunal: H. B. Kerr, N. Longley, 
F. W. Shepherd and R. S. Williams. 


Architects’ Registration Council: D. E. Woodbine 
Parish. 


Joint Committee on Standard Method of Measure- 
ment: F. L. Brealy, R. E. I. ae mg ‘ S. T. Firth, 
K. C. F. Foster, W. W. Sapcote, L. A. Walden and 
R. H. Woolliams. 


Liaison Committee with the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors: W. H. Forsdike, Harvey G. 
Frost, G. W. Grosvenor, N. Hannen, S. Hudson, 
N. Longley and W. Horsfall. 

British Standards Institution (General Council: 
Eric White; (Building Divisional Council): H. 

mben, J. C.'Robertson and Eric White. 

British Road Federation: Mr. N. Hannen. 

Standing Committee for the Training of General 
Foremen: D. E. Woodbine Parish, W. T. Boot 


Hannen, B. T. Henman, F. S. Kennewell, G. I. 
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Orchard, L. Statham and R. W. Whittington. 


Employers’ and General Foremen’s Nationa! 
ae Advisory Committee: N. Hannen, W. T. Booth, 
Clark, B. T. Henman, J. Sidney Jamies, G. I. 
Gudnee, L. Statham, R. W. Whittington, D. E. 
Woodbine Parish and F. Wootton. 


City and Guilds of London Institute Consultative 
Committee for the Building Industry: Harvey G. Frost 
and D. E. Woodbine Parish. 


Building _ Industries National Council: G. W. 
Buchanan, W Forsdike, W. Horsfall,'J. Yaa’ 
Robertson, S, F..S, Hearder and I, Ernest *Jones, 


Tyebes Development Association. Councik Mr. 
G. W. Grosvenor, 


Ape Committee with the Building Research 
Station: H. E. Comben, N. Farrow, W. 
Shepherd, P. Smallwood and Eric White. 


Plasterers’ te cea ig gg red ere: 3G. 
Bowler, A. E. Hall, E. T. Roberts, A. C. V. Telling, 
F. Pollock and C. G. Rowlands. 


Joint Sub-Committee on Incentives Schemes: E. R. 
Bowyer, W. E. Fishburn, S. Hudson, R. O. Lioyd 
and J. Ian Robertson. 


malldine Advisory Service Committee of Manage- 
ment: G. W. Grosvenor, S. Hudson and N, Longley. 


USE OF MORTAR 
PLASTICISERS 


Cost of Brickwork Reduced 


"THE savings in cost that can be obtained 

by the use of mortar plasticisers in place 
of lime was described by Mr. JOHN Hurst 
(technical director, Tretol, Ltd.) in a recent 
lecture to the Institute of Clerks of Works 
of Great Britain Incorporated, held at the 
RIBA. Mr. Hurst said: 


What we have attempted to do in de- 
veloping mortar plasticisers is to obtain the 
maximum degree of workability with the 
minimum quantity of cement that will pro- 
vide sufficient strength for appropriate mixes. 
It is accepted practice that mortar joints for 
brickwork should always be weaker than 
the particular brick used. This is to prevent 
the tendency to structural cracking by the 
accumulation of shrinkage in joints. The 
present day mixes most generally used for 
brickwork have fallen on a compromise of 
1:1:6 mortars, lime being added in equal 
proportion to the bulk of cement. 

Lime is a costly. material. On such a 
typical 1:1:6 mix for every two tons of 
cement used one ton of lime would be neces- 
sary. Lime, of course, bulks twice as much 
as cement so consequently half the weight 
of lime would be used when compared with 
an equal volume of cement. The price of 
lime has to-day reached the price of cement, 
so on a typical three-bedroom house using 
two tons of cement, one ton of lime costing 
between £5 10s. to £6 would be necessary. 


To replace one ton of lime with this type 
of material would require the use of 2} 
gallons of mortar plasticisers at a cost of 
something under £1. Against this would 
be the cost of lime, certainly not less than 
£5 10s., showing a saving per house between 
£4 and £5. You may immediately question 
these figures by saying that lime, being left, 
out of a mix, must reduce the bulk. The 
answer is that with the use of lime in the 
mix I have just mentioned, an increase in 
bulk of 10 per cent. is normally obtained. 
Leaving out the lime and using this material, 
instead of 10 per cent. we get an increase of 
9.8 per cent. in bulk, to all intents and pur- 
poses being the same. It may sound far 
fetched that putting in a liquid increases 
bulk. Here again the answer is very simple. 
The use of this material results in very fine 
air entrainment in the mortar. These air 
bubbles act as a lubricant easing the fric- 
tion of the sand, and that is really the whole 
s:cret of the operation. 
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GOVERNMENT BUILDING 
Estimates for 1955-56 


ESTIMATES for Common Services 

(Works and Stationery) published Jast 
week (Stationery Office, price 5s.) show that 
the Ministry of Works is budgeting for an 
expenditure of £51,658,285 in the year 
1955-56. 

Among the hundreds of items listed are 
£241,200 for maintenance and repairs to the 
Houses of Parliament buildings; £11,000 
for work on the internal reconstruction, etc., 
of the Victoria Tower (the first instalment 
of a project estimated to cost in all £147,000); 
and £6,279,000 for new works and £9,460,000 
for maintenance and repairs to public build- 
ings. 

Listed among new works and alterations is 
the repair of the war damage to King 
Charles block, RNC, Greenwich (full cost 
£95,000) for the Admiralty; adaptations for 
ithe photo reproduction branch, Eastcote, 
(£70,000) for the Air Ministry; extension of 
the Colindale newspaper _ repository 
(£75,000); erection of the first part of the 
superstructure of the North Block, Natural 
History Section (£370,000), and reconstruction 
of the war-damaged east wing Herbarium 
(£90,000), for the British Museum. 

Work for the DSIR includes a chemistry 
laboratory for the BRS at Watford 
(£150,000,) new buildings, Elstree, for the 
Fire Research establishment (£255,000), and 
the erection of a new station for the Road 
Research Laboratory, | Crowthorne 
(£1,250,000). Work for the Ministry of Edu- 
cation at Cranwell College of Aeronautics 
includes for a second extension to Lanchester 
Hall (£60,000) and 30 new staff houses 
(£80,000). 

Starts are also contemplated on adaptations 
at Llanerch Panna Polish hospital for con- 
version into a hospital for the Ministry of 
Health (£120,000), and for the site and build- 
ing of a County Court at Portsmouth for the 
Lord Chancellor’s Department (£95,000). 


WORK AT ROYAL MINT 


£925,000 is to be spent on purchasing addi- 
tional land and on reconstruction of the 
Royal Mint, though £15,000 only is ear- 
marked towards the scheme in the current 
Estimates. A new Jewel House is to be 
built at the Tower of London at an eventual 
cost of 295,000, of which £1,000 only is now 
taken. £10,000 is taken also towards the 
eventual cost (£100,000) of extending and 
modernising the Duke of York’s Military 
School, Dover, for the War Office. 

The estimates include also for the sum of 
£16,500 to defray the cost of a memorial 
to the late Field Marshal Smuts. £2,000 is 
taken in the current year towards the even- 
tual cost of £250,000 provisionally estimated 
for modernising the sanitary and engineer- 
ing services of Windsor Castle, and a further 
£10,000 towards the final estimate of £15,000 
for modernising the sewage disposal plant. 

The sum of £834,000 will be required for 
Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments, 
of which £15,000 goes as grant-in-aid to the 
National Buildings Record (£12,500 in 1954- 
55). £28,650 is allocated to experimental 
and demonstration building, research ser- 
vices, exhibitions, etc. 


UNIVERSITY BUILDING 


The Civil Estimates for Education and 
Broadcasting (Stationery Office, price 4s. 6d.) 
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show a revote of a £40,000 loan to the Cor- 
poration of the Hall of Arts and Sciences 
for essential repairs to the Albert Hall. In- 
stalments of grants will be made to 66 pro- 
jects at various Universities on which work 
had commenced before December 1 last. 
£909,300 is set aside for grant during the 
current year towards 22 schemes at various 
Universities to which the total Exchequer 
grant will be £3,793,200. Among the indi- 
vidual projects are: Library and Chemistry 
extension, Birmingham; chemical labora- 
tries (stage 2), Cambridge; chemistry block 
(stage 1), King’s College, Newcastle ; chemis- 
try and physics extension, Leeds; students’ 
Union (third stage), building for Institutes 
of Archaeology and Classical Studies at 29- 
35, Gordon-sq., building for Warburg Insti- 
tute, completion of University examinations 
portion of Brunswick-sq. building, conver- 
sion of People’s Palace for Queen Mary 
College, and headquarters building for 
British Post-graduate Medical Federation in 
Guilford-st., for London University; 
Union building, Manchester; Union building, 
Nottingham; mining and engineering exten- 
sions and new library, Sheffield; women’s 
hall extension, Bangor University College; 
conversion of Clyne Castle as Hall of Resid- 
ence, Swansea University College; King’s 
College library extension, Aberdeen; staff 
house, Edinburgh; students’ union, Glasgow; 
and library extension, St. Andrews. 


LMBA 


President. on Building Skills of the 
Future 


G PEAKING at the annual’ prize-giving of 
the South-East London Technical 
College, Lewisham, Mr. L. J. HoLtoway, 
president of the LMBA, said that the Col- 
lege had been going for just over 25 years, 
and had achieved a status which few could 
equal and many envy. And a new depart- 
ment started only three years before now 
showed a roll of some 600 students. 

“1 wonder if you students,” said Mr. 
Holloway, “both the successful and the 
not so lucky, realise the great advantages 
that you have over your parents in this 
matter of technical education. The schools 
of their day were nothing like so well 
equipped, nor so numerous. Transport 
facilities were not so good; there was no 
day release, no assistance for fees, and by 
and large, no proper apprenticeship arrange- 
ments. No long list of prizes to be won, 
and, I suppose, no general acceptance that a 
First Class City and Guilds was no ordinary 
qualification. 

* Nowadays it is possible to get the best 
of technical education practically for the 
asking. That being the case you have to 
face a danger that your parents, perhaps, 
never had to face. The danger you have 
to face is that of taking for granted or, 
worse still, expecting as a right that every- 
thing should be done for you.” 

The building industry of the future would 
rely, Mr. Holloway continued, entirely on 
its ability to build at an ever-quickening 
speed and‘ cheapening cost. Only technical 
ability, allied with managerial skills, and the 
will to work could achieve this. The work 
before the industry would last for genera- 
tions if, and only if, every individual in 
the industry was efficient in the widest 
sense. The technical schools gave them the 
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opportunity of being educated and trained 
in the skills of their particular calling. 

“There will, I hope, always be scope for 
traditional skills of the highest order,” he 
continued, “ but who can foretell what skills 
will be required in 25 years from now for 
the bulk of the people employed in our 
industry. Constant watch on the changes is 
vital, and technical education and training 
must keep pace with and if possible be in 
front of these changes as they occur. 

“Let us divide these people roughly into 
three categories. First we have the designer 
and his professional colleagues; next we 
have the master builders; and finally the 
men who actually build. Their education 
and training must, by and large, be different, 
although I believe that in varying degrees 
it must be similar. An architect needs a 
commercial side to his training, the master 
builder requires a technical side, and an 
operative who seeks to get to the highest 
levels in the industry must have an adminis- 
trative side to his training.” 

Mr. Holloway added that the best jobs 
were not always those so-called white- 
collared. The really sound and efficient 
general foreman, agent or contracts manager 
was, in his opinion, the salt of the earth. 
“That is the job I would go for if I had 
a First Class City and Guilds and a full 
technological certificate,” he declared. 

Mrs. Holloway presented the prizes. 


American Ambassador 
Medals 


His ExceLLency the American Ambas- 
sador, the Honorable Winthrop W. Aldrich, 
has accepted an invitation to present the 
LMBA medals for 1955. 


to Present 


London Joint Consultative Committee 
Appointments 


A JOINT COMMITTEE of London architects, 
quantity surveyors and builders, six of each, 
has been set up following the recommenda- 
tion of the Howard Robertson Committee 
that regional committees be appointed to 
help the work of the central committee. 

At the first meeting of the committee, Mr. 
L. J. Holloway, president of the LMBA, was 
elected chairman, and Mr. C. T. Every of 
the RICS, vice-chairman. 

The committee is to meet quarterly, with 
sub-committees as and when required to 
deal with particular problems. 


“ How the Working Rule Works” 


THE FIRST LMBA course for foremen on 
the meaning and application of the Work- 
ing Rule Agreement has been successfully 
completed. It was attended by some 40 
foremen. A second course is now under 
way, and a third is to follow later. 

The suggestion for the courses came from 
one of the LMBA Areas. It was welcomed 
by the London Regional Council ¢f 
Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works, to 
which it was referred, and some 125 foremen 
have been. nominated by the members to 
take part in the courses. 


Donation to BBI 
Tue LMBA has sent a donation of 25 gns. 
to the Builders’ Benevolent Institution, of 
which Lt-Col. W. W. Dove is this year’s 
president. 
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AIR CONDITIONERS 


Growing Swiss Market 


N opportunity exists for British manu- 
facturers of air-conditioning units to 
enter the Swiss market before USA and 
German supplies become established, writes 
a correspondent. Price will be the main 
factor as the Swiss have a high living stan- 
dard and purchasing power which enables 
many to invest in modest luxuries. 

Swiss manufacturers are trying to arouse 
interest in home air-conditioning installa- 
tions through the daily Press and advertise- 
ments, and demand is expected to grow as 
knowledge about the advantages of modern 
units spreads. 

There are three main Swiss manufac- 
turers who can be considered as the chief 
competitors. One of them, Sifrag AG, has 
put on the market a modern-looking attrac- 
tive air-conditioning unit for living-rooms 
and offices which filters, cleans, dries, 
humidifies, cools or warms the air. 
Another firm, Therma AG, makes a 
larger air-conditioning unit which serves 
rooms up to 80 cu. metres. The unit 
is a stand-up model, comprising cooling 
machine, air cooler and heater, humidi- 
fier, ventilator and filter. Temperature 
and humidity regulation is automatic. 
General Motors Suisse sell the “ Frigid- 
aire” ASO-type air-conditioner through 
Applications Electriques SA, of Zurich. 
This is a large model suitable for restaur- 
ants, hospitals or industry. A water supply 
and outlet as well as an electricity source, 
is required. Smaller “ Frigidaire” models, 
fitted with the “Sparwatt” rotary com- 
pressor are also advertised. 


PRICE COMPETITION 


US and German competition is said to be 
growing in this new field, and some US 
models such as the “ Westinghouse” and 
“ Frigidaire” units are on sale, but US 
prices may be too high. German price 
competition may be a decisive factor in the 
struggle for sales on this market. 


As far as performance is concerned, air- 
conditioning units for private dwellings and 
office use are expected to maintain a room 
temperature in summer of 5 to 7 degrees 
Centigrade below the outside temperature. 
Transportable appliances have obvious 
advantages, but require more electric power 
sockets and sources of water supply (when 
equipped with cooling machine) besides 
outlets for warmed water, than are to be 
found in the average Swiss home. 
Machines which draw from a local water 
supply must, for reasons of economy and 
water company’s regulations, be sparing in 
the use of water. Motors or units in air 
conditioners should be detachable. 

The Swiss Customs classify room air- 
conditioning units under Heading 882e to 
882h of the Swiss Customs Tariff, entitled 
“Refrigeration machinery.” The custom 
duties payable on such goods are as fol- 
lows: machines weighing more than 2,500 
kgs. (1 kg.—2.2 Ibs.) 30 Sw. Frs. per 100 
kgs.; machines from 500 to 2,500 kgs., 80 
Sw. Frs. per 100 kgs.; machines from 100 to 
500 kgs., 150 Sw. Frs. per 100 kgs.; machines 
of less than 100 kgs., 200 Sw. Frs. per 100 
kgs. The rate of exchange at the time of 
writing is £1 to 12.23 francs. 


. Cochrane went on, 
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“ FACTORIES LIKE 
GREENHOUSES ” 


Need for Better Artificial Lighting 


“I CAN SEE no hope of general factory 
lighting ever serving industry as it should 
until a true balance is struck between natural 
and artificial lighting, and until we cease 
to treat artificial lighting as merely a neces- 
sary evil,” said Mr. W. ROBINSON, AMIEE, 
lighting officer, British Electrical Develop- 
ment Association, when speaking on the 
“ Effect of Lighting on Productivity” to a 
meeting of the Slough branch of the Institute 
of Industrial Administration on March 17. 


No one would seriously deny, said Mr. 
Robinson, that British people had a great 
hunger for daylight and sunshine, presum- 
ably because they got so little of it. For 
this reason factories were designed to 
collect the maximum amount of daylight. 
In many modern factories this tendency 
seemed to have run riot, and they looked 
more like greenhouses. As a result of this, 
several things had happened :— 


(1) Artificial lighting was regarded as a 
temporary stop-gap for the late afternoon. 


(2) It was installed “on the cheap.” 


(3) Even when every effort was made it 
could not produce a good psychological en- 
vironment at night because of the predomin- 
ance of black areas of glass. Most factories 
by night were best seen from outside and 
were almost intolerable inside. The reverse 
was usually the case by day. 


(4) There was a depressing drop in night- 
time illumination compared with that dur- 
ing the day. 

(5) Heating costs were enormously high. 

(6) Building costs were too high. 


(7) Maintenance costs were too high. 
(Alternatively the task of keeping all this 
glass clean was simply abandoned and acres 
of dirty, cracked and broken glass were the 
result.) 


LABOUR SHORTAGES 


Problems Facing the Industry 


THE INADEQUACY of the labour force is 
the greatest problem facing the building 
industry in Birmingham, Mr. E. H. Cocu- 
RANE, retiring president of the Birmingham 
Association of Building Trades Employers, 
said on March 15, at the association’s annual 
meeting. He said that work was plentiful 
and the fact that the labour force was spread 
out very thinly had been creating difficulties. 


“Members are aware of the _ indis- 
criminate bidding for labour locally” Mr. 
“as instanced through 
newspaper advertisements offering excessive 
rates of pay. This is causing a dangerous 
situation since it tends to undermine the 
loyalty of our established operatives, and 
causes extreme embarrassment to our re- 
presentatives at national level in their efforts 
to stabilise wage rates.” Builders had to 
face great competition from the engineering 
industry, where it was easier to relate wages 
to output because of the greater degree of 
mechanisation. 


Mr. Maurice Green was elected president 
of the association for 1955. 
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PLUMBERS’ REGISTRATION 
Master’s Prizegiving Address 


A PRESENTATION of prizes for the 

examinations held in 1954 by the 
Plumbing Trades Central Apprenticeship 
Council for London took place on 
February 11 at the County Hall, West- 
minster. Mr. E. M. Rice, FRIBA, chair- 
man of the Council, presided, and the 
awards were presented by Mr. W. G. Dick- 
Larkam, Master of the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Plumbers. 


In his address, Mr. Dick-LarKAM stated 
that the Worshipful Company of Plumbers 
was composed of men of all callings; not all 
were plumbers, nevertheless their main aim 
was to give every encouragement to the 
plumbing craft and those who strove for 
craftsmanship. 


Another objective of the company, con- 
tinued Mr. Dick-Larkam, was the com- 
pulsory registration of all who practice the 
plumbing craft; the company believed with 
the Registered Plumbers Association that 
too many plumbers were not qualified as 
they should be. He hoped that all appren- 
tices would eventually apply for registra- 
tion, and wished them every success in 
their future examinations. 


{n moving. a vote of thanks, Mr. Rice 
said that he felt that all present would 
agree that the remarks made by Mr. Dick- 
Larkam concerning craftsmanship, and in 
farticular his reference to registration, had 
great significance for those present, and he 
seeing they, would be taken sestomnly to 
eart 


The Challenge Cup was presented to 
apprentice A. W. Burroughs, who received 
it on behalf of his employer, Ellis (Ken- 
sington), Ltd. The individual awards were 
as follows: 

Jacknon (iauthew thait mCe _ ide JA, Sexton 


(Matthew Hall & - “bs Ltd.); R. Slawson (Matth 
le ag Co., Ltd.); N. H. Yard (Matthew Hall & Co. 


Grade 2 (2nd and 3rd year apprent; A. 
Burroughs (Ellis (Kensington), Ped d.); — 4.82 
ay Audrey, Ltd.); D. W. Jasper (A. Grant & 


Special Prize (Highest percent in Th 
Prior (Matthew Hall & C. “~ It “hg in Theory): R. 


NJAB Prize Winners: P. Hamilton (J. H. - 
smith & Sons); M. - Lee (Z. D. w:; — 
ay D. E. Lewis (R. J Anite, Lid): & Newman 
Gals irae TRS AL, ety tee 

s ckner re 4 
R. E. Slawson (Matthew Hall & C tay: J td 
nea Bina wi Hall & Co. is. Cy yf id Pissegus 
(Z. Awachy Berry & Sons, Ltd. ; D W. Jasper (A. Grant 


TIMBER IMPORTS 
Sales of Softwoods Increasing 


SPEAKING at the annual dinner of the 
Liverpool Timber Trade Association, Ltd., 
recently, Mr. J. R. Bevins, M.P., Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Minister of Works, 
said that in 1953 the Port of Liverpool 
handled 42m. cu. ft. of timber, three-quarters 
of it softwood, worth £22m. It handled 
something like one-seventh of the total 
timber imports into the United Kingdom. 


Last year the sale of softwood rose by 
15 per cent. Large as that was, it was still 
one-third below the pre-war figure. That 
was not surprising when it was remembered 
that softwood was now about six times its 
pre-war price. 
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BUILDING RESEARCH IN 1953-54 
DSIR Annual Report 


(HE annual report of the Department 

of Scientific and Industrial Research 
for 1953-54, which was published recently 
(Cmd. 9386, HMSO, price 9s.) in- 
cludes summaries of the work of the 
Building, Fire and Forest Products 
Research establishments of the Depart- 
ment. On Building Research the report 
states: 


Following a research conference con- 
vened by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, at which the 
Secretary of the Department spoke, the 
National Federation has _ co-operated 
with the Building Research Station in a 
scheme designed to help bridge the gap 
between research and practice. The 
scheme, which is a welcome addition to 
the arrangements which the Station 
makes with individual builders, aims to 
encourage full-scale trials by the industry 
of promising ideas that have already been 
fully investigated both in the laboratory 
and in such full-scale trials as the Sta- 
tion’s facilities permit. In the organisa- 
tion of this scheme, the Station has 
worked closely with the Research and 
Technical Information Committee of the 
National Federation, through which 
member firms have been invited to find 
appropriate occasions to put selected 
proposals into practice and to report 
their observations and comments to the 
Committee for communication to the 
Station. 


Two items have been chosen in the 
first instance for the full-scale trials 
scheme in conjunction with the NFBTE. 
They are the use of air-entrained sand- 
cement mixes for external renderings 
and internal undercoats to plaster, and 
the use of zinc oxychloride paint as an 
additional means_of attempting to pre- 
vent the spread of dry rot in timber. An 
immediate response from some 40 firms 
expressing a desire to participate was 


coupled with a request that further items 


be submitted for their consideration. 
Reports of their experiences are still 
awaited, but it is apparent that members 
of the National Federation are most 
anxious to contribute their part to the 
development of the scheme, the success- 
ful outcome of which will also’ demand 
a liberal and receptive attitude on the 
part of their clients. 


In the summary for 1952-53 a large- 
scale investigation on brick-making 
using pulverised fuel ash was mentioned. 
The laboratory and pilot scale stage is 
now virtually completed and the British 
Electricity Authority are considering the 
establishment of two brickworks to be 
designed in co-operation with the Station 
to process a mixture of 85 per cent. ash 
with 15 per cent. clay to give a combined 
output of 15,000,000 bricks per year. 
Some further laboratory work is required 
before ash containing more than about 
5 per cent. carbon can be used for brick- 
making. On the other hand such ashes 
can very easily be sintered without the 
use of additional fuel to form a light- 
weight aggregate for concrete. Such a 
process is being studied in co-operation 


with the BEA. It is of importance not 
only in providing an outlet for the ash; 
supplies of lightweight aggregate are 
badly needed by the makers of concrete 
blocks. A little work is also in hand on 
the substitution of pulverised fuel ash for 
part of the cement in normal concrete. 
These investigations promise to make a 
substantial contribution towards solving 
the problem of disposal of the increasing 
production of ash in electricity genera- 
tion. 


DESIGN OF STRUCTURES 


Research in prestressed concrete has 
been continued during the year with par- 
ticular emphasis on the investigation of 
fire resistance, which is being made in 
collaboration with the Joint Fire 
Research Organisation, and_ further 
guidance on the requirements for differ- 
ent degrees of fire resistance can now be 
given to the designer. 

Measurements of the magnitude of the 
losses of prestress, due to creep of steel 
and creep and shrinkage of concrete. 
were referred to in the last report. As 
these losses take place over a period of 
years, the measurements are not yet com- 
plete, but the present indications suggest 
that slightly larger allowances than are 
usually made should be adopted in 
design; it would probably be wise to 
assume that the prestress will be reduced 
in time to about 80 per cent. of its initial 
value. An underestimation of these 
losses of prestress does not lead to an 
appreciable reduction in the margin of 
security against collapse of the structure 
but does give a greater risk of cracking 
in the concrete for normal working con- 
ditions. 

Experimental work on the behaviour 

of reinforced concrete floor slabs acting 
in structural combination with the en- 
cased steel girders on which they are sup- 
ported has shown that the degree of flexi- 
bility of the girders has an important 
effect on both the distribution -of stresses 
at working loads and on the method of 
failure of the system. The experiments 
have borne out the conclusions of earlier 
analytical work and indicate the possibi- 
lity of producing simple design rules 
when more is known about the patterns 
of major cracks which develop at failure. 
Small scale tests are being made to obtain 
information about these crack-patterns 
for 2. wide range of conditions, particu- 
larly with regard to the flexibility of the 
beams and the extent to which the slab 
is continuous over several spans. 
“ On soil mechanics the report states 
that field investigations of practical prob- 
lems in foundations, earthworks and 
earth pressures form an important part 
of the work in soil mechanics. 


EFFICIENCY OF BUILDINGS 


Following the extensive experimental 
work on heating small houses, which was 
carried out on the experimental building 
site at Abbots Langley, special attention 
is now being paid to the problems of 
heating and ventilation in flats. Central 
heating by radiators is efficient, but in 
low-cost flats may well prove expensive 
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to the tenant since he has at present no 
way of being credited with any saving of 
fuel due to careful use of heat. Tests have 
accordingly been made on a form of 
evaporative heat meter, which is clamped 
to the radiator, the heat emission from 
the radiator being registered by the evap- 
oration of liquid in a graduated tube. 
The meter appears to be technically 
promising, but the problems of organisa- 
tion of meter readings and of tariffs 
remain to be considered. Further work 
concerned with flats has been the exam- 
ination of theoretical work and Continen- 
tal experience on shunt flues (a method 
of avoiding building a separate flue for 
each flat), and on the natural ventilation 
of internal bathrooms and we’s. 


During the year, the work on sound 
insulation, which has a special import- 
ance in flats, has been consolidated on 
the basis of the long-term studies carried 
out in the three experimental blocks of 
flats at Abbots Langley, and of measure- 
ments made in over 1,000 flats and hquses 
all over the country. The relation of the 
measurements to the impressions and 
complaints of the tenants has been inves- 
tigated by two surveys. A system of 
grading has been drawn up which relates 
the type of construction to the degree of 
disturbance (if any) experienced by the 
tenant. 


The year has been noticeable for the 
completion of a major stage in the inves- 
tigation of single stack plumbing and 
the publication of design rules applicable 
to flats of up to five storeys. Cost inves- 
tigations shows that savings of 40 to 50 
per cent. are achieved in the cost of pipe- 
work over conventional plumbing 
arrangements. i 


BUILDING OPERATIONS 


The extensive site trials already carried: 
out by the Station on the use of rail- 
mounted tower cranes for two- and three- 
storey building provide a reasonably 
clear picture of their general value. The 
saving in manhours and building time 
which can be expected in any particular 
case depends, of course, on the quality of 
the organisation and the level of labour 
productivity which existed before the 
introduction of the crane. It appears 
that even on efficiently organised sites, 
the reduction of both labour expenditute 
and building time should be about 20 per 
cent., while on sites with only average 
productivity and efficiency, the percent- 
age reduction may well be nearly twice as 
great. 


The work has therefore shown that 2 
considerable reduction of building costs 
can be expected on the majority of sites 
and even on most well-organised ones 
there should still be some saving. This 
conclusion is confirmed by the increasing 
use which contractors are now making 
of such cranes; there are probably well 
over 200 in use in this country. In the 
few cases, say 5 or 10 per cent. of the 
total, where the organisation is unusually 
good and the labour productivity is high 
the position appears to be more marginal. 
Site trials are to be carried out under 
such conditions to obtain a clearer view 
of likely results in such circumstances. 

The earlier trials were made on sites 
which were reasonably level and whose 
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layout did not present difficulty in using 
a crane. More recently studies have been 
made of the particular problems of the 
more awkward sites. One _ notable 
example has been the use of a rail- 
mounted crane on a site with a cross fall 
of 1 in 6. 

Where, however, the houses do not 
follow the contours or the site is very 
restricted, the normal type of rail- 
mounted crane is inappropriate. Other 
types are therefore being studied and in 
addition a crane manufacturer has been 
asked to develop to the Station’s specifi- 
cation the prototype of a tower crane 
mounted on crawler tracks. This is now 
being tested. 

Good progress has now been made on 
the study of alternative methods of house 
construction, an investigation into the 
part which factory-made components 
and dry-finished interiors can play in 
housing, which will involve the building 
of about 400 houses. Four forms of con- 
struction are included, ranging from 
“traditional” to factory-finished interiors 
consisting of room-sized panels of plas- 
terboard on studding. Five local authori- 
ties are taking part in the investigation, 
each building 25 to 30 houses of at least 
two and in some cases all four types. 
Work is already complete on one site and 
the data are being analysed; on the 
others, building is under way. 


MODULAR CO-ORDINATION 


A new investigation in the Station’s 
programme has been to study, in con- 
junction with the British Standards Insti- 


tution, modular co-ordination for the 
building industry. 

‘In this country the main application 
up to now has been in prefabrication for 
schools and to some extent for housing. 
Since it is essential to know where and 
how to apply modular co-ordination to 
reduce costs, the programme includes the 
study, in. terms of time, cost and quality, 
of the problems of designing buildings, 
of making the components, and of 
assembling them into the completed 
structure. 

_ Part of the cost of this work is being 
coveted, by a contract with the European 
Productivity Agency in which the United 
Kingdom is acting as a Secretariat for a 
European-wide study of the subject to 
ensure international co-ordination. 


SCOTTISH LABORATORY 


The Laboratory has continued to take 
a close interest in the new methods and 
materials that are being developed for 
the building of houses and flats in Scot- 
land. Storeyed construction is being 
adopted to an increasing extent in order 
to conserve building land and this, 
coupled with the need to reduce costs, 
has introduced many new technical prob- 
lems which the Station’s experience is 
helping to solve. For example, by apply- 
ing the results of research on the strength 
of brickwerk, three- and four-storey 
dwellings are now being built with thin- 
ner load-bearing and cavity walls than 
were formerly considered necessary, thus 
permitting a substantial saving in mat- 
erials and labour. 

Various field investigations have been 
undertaken to supplement researches 
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already in progress at the main Station. 
The purpose of one was to assess the 
efficiency of a system of electrical floor 
and wall panel heating installed in a 
primary school. Another was a study of 
the incidence of condensation in the roof 
spaces of temporary aluminium bunga- 
lows and of the efficacy of different 
remedial measures. A third investigation 
Jay in the field of civil engineering. In the 
construction of large concrete dams pre- 
cautions have to be taken to avoid any un- 
due rise of temperature within the mass, 
which might lead to cracking. The build- 
ing of a dam for a reservoir in Clackman- 
nan provided an opportunity for the Sta- 
tion to make direct measurements, over 
a period of 12 months, of the tempera- 
ture changes throughout a cross-section 
of the concrete. The early results showed 
the contractors how far the rate of con- 
struction could safely be increased. 


COLONIAL LIAISON 


The year saw a marked increase in the 
work of the Colonial Liaison Section, 
which has now been joined by two mem- 
bers of the Colonial Office staff. The 
Colonial Liaison Officer has become a 
member of the Advisory Panel on 
Housing and Town Planning recently set 
up by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 


BUILDING BY-LAWS 


The rapid development in building 
materials and techniques over the past 30 
years has rendered obsolete the tradi- 
tional form of by-law that described the 
methods that must be adopted. From 
the research standpoint the by-laws often 
presented a serious obstacle to the early 
application of the results of reséarch. The 
Building Research Board as long ago as 
1936 advocated the adoption of a func- 
tional treatment and at the suggestion of 
the Station the recent revisions of both 
English and Scottish Models have incor- 
porated a functional approach. They 
represent a stage in progress to the ideal 
but the achievement of this is still ham- 
pered by the difficulty of reconciling cer-. 
tain technical and legal aspects. Evidence 
on this has been submitted to the Com- 
mittee appointed by the Secretary of 
State for Scotland in 1954 to examine 
building legislation. 


Work of Other Establishments 
and Research Associations 


Fire Research. A summary is given of 
the work of a joint Fire Research 
Organisation. On prestressed concrete the 
report announces that the Building Tech- 
nology Division, United States National 
Bureau of Standards, has tested the floor 
furnace prestressed concrete beams con- 
structed at the Building Research Station 
in England. The results of these tests, 
together with the results of similar tests 
on smaller beams carried out at the Fire 
Research Station, indicate that with 
beams of this type the fire-resistance 
increases uniformly with the  cross- 
sectional dimensions of the beam. It is 
probable that failure in fire of large 
beams could be delayed by the inclusion 
of wire mesh reinforcement to prevent the 
concrete falling away from the cable. 
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Experimental beams are being construc. j 


ted in various scales to test this 
hypothesis. The present floor furnace is 
being enlarged to permit the testing of 
these larger beams. 

Forest Products Research. The Forest 
Products Research Laboratory reports 
that although the routine testing of new 
Colonial timbers is still a major project, 
the collaborative work with the Forestry 
Commission on home-grown timbers 
from their forests has greatly increased, 
and is already on the way to equalling 


that on the exotic timbers. This change } 


of balance reflects the changing timber 
position arising partly from the freeing of 
the softwood market, which will challenge 
the position of some of the tropicai tim- 
bers utilised in recent years. At the 
same time, with the increasing matu- 
ration of the home-grown crop, much 
needs to be learnt about its quality, both 
in regard to efficient utilisation and to 
future afforestation. The project is a 
long-term one, and jt will be sometime 
before sound conclusions can be reached. 

Electrical Research. The British Elec- 
trical and Ailied Industries Research 
Association announces that a double- 
purpose heat pump to provide hot water 
and larder cooling has reached the com- 
mercial stage and some trials will be made 
on a housing estate. 

Steel Research. The British Iron and 
Steel Research Association announces 
that a new coating method that is being 
developed is the simultaneous electro- 
lytic deposition of iron and zinc on steel 
sheet to give alloy coatings of controll- 
able proportions.. The coatings are hard, 
strongly adherent to the steel base and, 
for low zinc contents, are very nearly as 
bright as a perfect mirror. These coatings 
may be useful for goods which are 
ordinarily galvanised, such as roofing 
sheets, wire and hollow ware. 


“ OPPORTUNITIES TO-DAY ” 
Sheffield Society's Dinner 


Tue annual dinner dance of the Sheffield, 
South Yorkshire and District Society of 
Architects and Surveyors was held on 
February 24 at the Royal Victoria Hotel. 
Sheffield, and was attended by some 280 
members and guests, including the Lord 
Mayor, Alderman J. H. Bingham, LID, J.P. 
Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, PRIBA, was unable 
to attend through illness. 

In replying to the toast of “The RIBA 
and its Allied Societies,’ Mr. F. C. Saxon, 
MC, FRICS, vice-president, RIBA, 
chairman of the Allied Societies Conference, 
said that they were living in an era of 
changes and there were great opportunities 
for the younger men of to-day to produce 
a new style of architecture. In the present 
era the opportunities available were just as 
many as those which had existed at the 
beginning of the Gothic period. He 
emphasised the importance of a proper 
architectural training, and thought that 
present-day mass production led to a loss 
of the sense of proportion. The training of 
the student should provide a general know- 
ledge of those classical proportions and 
details which were to-day being neglected. 

The toast of “ Our Guests ” was proposed 
by Mr. J. L. Womersley, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
City Architect of Sheffield. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Dampness in Garages 


Q.—We have a field at the back of our 
bungalow, and it has, together with our land, 
a slope of approx. 1 in 17. Our problem is 
that on very rainy days water seeps into the 
garage, either through the mortar or bricks. 
Various things have been tried to stop it— 
concrete aprons to wall sides and, finally, 
waterproofing the concrete with a well- 
known compound—all to no avail. We 
should be very grateful for your advice. 

R. T. M. 

A.—It is not quite clear from the text or 
the diagrams exactly what function the apron 
is intended to serve. If I am reading this 
correctly, the slab on which the walls of 
the garage has been built is some 1 ft. or 
more wider than the garage itself, thus form- 
ing a projection beyond the walls which 
is described as an apron. Also indicated 
in the sketch is part of this apron being 
below ground level. and part of the brick- 
work. While it is mentioned that some 
attempt has been made to treat the apron, 
no reference has been made regarding treat- 
ment to the brickwork. Furthermore, no 
indication has been given regarding the 
position of the damp-proof course, though 
it may be that there is none. 

The most satisfactory way to overcome 
the difficulty is to remove the earth from 
the sides of the garage, forming a small dry 
area of about 18 in. all round, allowing 
the earth to form its natural slope as indi- 
cated in diagram 1. The path so formed 
should be sloped away from the garage wall 
and a general slope towards the front. A 
6-in. skirting or plinth should be formed 
on the brickwork. 


If, for some reason, it is undesirable to 
have such an open area round the garage, 
then it will be necessary to treat all the 
brickwork below ground level and for 6 in. 
above the general ground line with a vertical 
damp-resisting material. Diagram 2 indi- 
cates the manner in which this might be 
carried out. 

If it is intended to follow the suggestions 
made in diagram 2 and to carry out the work 
yourself, then I would suggest that the 
vertical damp-proof course be rendered with 
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waterproofing compound added according to 
maker’s specification. Whichever method is 
adopted, it is important that a sound seal be 
made between the vertical and the horizontal 
by the inclusion of an angle fillet of the same 
material as is used for all rendering. 

. H. O. D. 


Furniture Beetle Habits 


Q—In The Builder of January 28, in 
answer to a question about Lyctus infesta- 
tion of the floor blocks, V. G. P. says that 
oak is not attacked by the furniture beetle. 


This is incorrect. The furniture beetle 
does attack oak and like Lyctus it usually 
chooses the sapwood as a home for the 
grubs. Anyone familiar with the oak beams 
found in old cottages and farmhouses, will 
have noticed that the sapwood edges of these 
roughly hewn timbers are almost invariably 
pitted with the exit holes of the beetles. 

Whereas the Lyctus beetle will attack oak 
soon after felling and continue to do so for 
some 15 years, the furniture beetle will not 
lay on oak until it has been felled for some 
60 years. It will be realised, therefore, that 
your correspondent has no immediate cause 
to worry about furniture beetle attack until 
many years have gone by. 


I have said that the furniture beetle 
usually chooses the sapwood of oak for 
attack. Some authorities write as though 
the heartwood were immune. The furniture 
beetle can and does attack the heartwood 
of oak as anyone can prove by examining 
large dimension sawn timbers in old houses. 
Exit holes can be found in the centre of 
such timbers, though there are usually not 
many of them. 

Since. the tunnels made by the furniture 
beetle are small in diameter, the stability of 
such timbers is not usually affected. It is, 
however, advisable to exterminate the 
beetles, since they may infest the furniture 
in a house. Cc. S. 


We have referred this question to our 
technical correspondent who replies as 
follows:— 


A.—I quite realise that I should have 
stated “the furniture beetle does not attack 
new oak,” as I am well aware of the fact 
that there are a few isolated cases where this 
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beetle does attack very old oak, but this 
question did not arise in the inquiry about 
the block flooring. 

it was assumed that the floor was made 
of newly converted oak for blocks, which 
were subject to curling, and the beetle in 
question was in the sapwood. This being 
the case, it is almost certain it was the 
Lyctus beetle that has attacked these oak 
blocks. 

I would like to add that the common 
furniture beetle usually attacks in secluded 
places where it is not disturbed. For 
example, under floor covering (that which 
has been on a floor for a number of years), 
backs of bookcases and under stairs, etc. 

Referring to the first instance, and relating 
it to the block flooring, it is usual to have 
only the minimum of covering for this type 
of floor as they are more often than not 
waxed polished. So, therefore, if the oak 
is of good quality, a block floor should be 
almost immune from this insect attack. 

VeG@eP. 


Rights of the Sub-Contractor 


Q.—We would appreciate your advice on 
the following matter. We are nominated 
sub-contractors to a main contractor for 
which a receiver has been appointed by a 
bank which holds a debenture on the major- 
ity of the assets. Deficiency is of such 
a nature there is little likelihood of payment 
being made to creditors. We are under the 
RIBA form of contract, and although the 
main contractor has been paid for the work 
which we have done, this payment has not 
been received by us. 

What we wish to know is how far we are 
protected by this contraet in asking for pay- 
‘ment of our account, either in part or in 
whole, out of what other sum is still owing 
to the main contractor by the council. Two 
other points on which we would like infor- 
mation are whether the bondsman can be 
called on for any deficiency of payment to 
the nominated sub-contractor, and whether 
the council can seize any plant or effects 
that are on a site belonging to the main con- 
tractor, the value of which can compensate 
the sub-contractor. 

From what we understand at the moment 
it does appear that the council, unsure of its 
rights under the contract, are not invoking 
any clause protecting the nominated sub- 
contractor. The council has been informed 
by the receiver, acting for the bank in respect 
of its debenture, that he would sue the coun- 
cil for any payment made to the nominated 
sub-contractor if that payment is taken out 
of any outstanding moneys owing to the main 
contractor. Presumably this would also 
cover the sales of contractor’s plant on site. 

G. W. C. 


A—A legal correspondent writes:—. 

The fundamental principle behind all sub- 
contract questions is that the rights and 
duties of the sub-contractor depend upon his 
(sub) contract with the main contractor. The 
sub-contractor has no contract with the em- 
ployer and therefore has no rights against 
the employer, except in so far as the main 
contract otherwise provides. Clause 21 of 
the RIBA Standard Form does, however, 
provide that in certain circumstances the em- 
ployer may pay the sub-contractor direct. 

By virtue of Clause 21, the sub-contractors 
are entitled to ask the employers to pay to 
them direct any sums which have been paid 
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to the main contractors on account of sub- 
contract work and not passed on fo the sub- 
contractors. The employers are then en- 
titled to deduct the amount of any such 
payments from any future payments which 
they make to the receiver. Although there 
have been doubts on this point in the past, 
it is now clear that Clause 21 does operate 
on the bankruptcy of the main contractor: 
see re Wilkinson (1905): Helical Bar and En- 
gineering Co., v. Liquidator of Tout and 
Finch (1954). 

It would appear from Clause 21 that the 
employer is not obliged to accede to any 
such request from the sub-contractor; but, 
in so far as money is still owing from the 
employer to the main contractor, I cannot 
see any reason why the employer should not 
accede to the sub-contractor’s request for 
direct payment. Certainly, on the facts be- 
fore me, there appear to be no grounds for 
the attitude adopted by the receiver. 


The position with regard to the main con- 
tractor’s plant is governed by Clause 19 of 
the RIBA Standard Form. This apparently 
entitles the employer to use but not to sell 
the plant. But even if the employer had 
the right to seize the main contractor’s 
plant the sub-contractor is in the difficulty 
that he has no rights vis-a-vis the employer 
because he has no contractual relationship 
with the employer. The same problem arises 
in connection with the bonds. In the ab- 
sence of any express provisions in the main 
contract to the contrary, I am therefore of 
opinion that the sub-contractor has no claim 
on the plant and effects or on the bond 
moneys. A, E, T. 


Condensation Problem 


Q.—Can you advise how to cure condensa* 
tion in an attic room which has an asbestos 


ceiling? J. M. 


A.—In dealing with this matter it might 
be helpful to know what the cause of con- 
densation is, since this itself may offer the 
solution to the problem. 


Air at all times is moisture-laden, but the 
amount it contains can vary considerably. 
This moisture will remain suspended in the 
air until it makes contact with a surface 
colder than itself and immediately it does 
so will condense, forming globules of water. 
The amount of water so formed will be 
dependent upon the humidity of the air. If 
the surface on which these globules of water 
form is itself impervious, or almost so, then 
the water will collect and run down the 
surface or, in the case of ceilings, fall to the 
ground. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the cure may 
be two-fold: to insulate the surface on which 
moisture is condensing or to provide some 
means of drying the air. 


To insulate the ceiling from the roof may 
be difficult if not impossible, as it is stated 
to be an attic room. If it is possible, how- 
ever, to get one of the patent insulating 
materials between the top of the asbestos and 
the underside of the roof then this no doubt 
would solve the problem. There are many 
insulating materials on the market which 
may be obtained in blanket form or as a 
loose wool. This material should be brought 
into as close a contact with the top of the 
asbestos as possible. 

An attempt to dry the air may be made by 
inserting air vents at ceiling level. With the 
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‘ 
aid of a fire in the room the air would be 
kept on the move and in this state is more 
likely to be kept dry. 

A means of overcoming the inconveni- 
ence of the condensation, though it cannot 
be considered a cure, would be to line the 
ceiling with one of the patent soft fibre 
boards. If an air space could be formed 
between the asbestos and the fibre board it 
would add considerably to its insulating 
value. A further advantage of using such 
a board would be that being an absorbent 
material a certain amount of moisture, if it 
still then existed, would be sucked up and 
subsequently dry out on less humid days. 

H..0. D. 


Ground-floor Dampness 


Q.—A bedroom was added to an existing 
house. It has three external walls, 12-in. 
cavity brickwork, roughcast on outside, 
hardwall plaster inside. -A similar bedroom 
was built above it for the upper-floor flat, 
the roof over both being flat, covered with 
zinc. There have been persistent complaints 
of dampness in the ground-floor bedroom 
but none in the upper-floor bedroom. 


The floor is of open timber, well under- 
ventilated. An investigation of the under- 
floor conditions revealed that the sub-soil 
was dry sand without any surface covering. 
It appears evident that there is no penetra- 
tion of dampness from the outside but 
severe condensation occurs internally. As 
an example, it was quoted that a bed quilt 
being used in the room had so much mois- 
ture on top of it in the morning as to en- 
able one to write one’s name on it. A damp 
mould or fungus appeared on the plaster 
behind wardrobes, etc. 


There is no fireplace in the room and a 
wall ventilator near the ceiling was intro- 
duced into an external wall with a hit-and- 
miss shutter. A painter cleaned down the 
walls and ceiling, treated them with insec- 
ticide and gave them two coats of water 
paint (not oil bound). This was done about 
two years ago and while there has as yet 
been no recurrence of the mould, the tenants 
still complain of heavy condensation (to 
the extent of destroying, by stains, dresses 
in wardrobes). We shall be very glad to 
have your views on this problem. 

W. P. 


A.—Everything stated appears to be so 
near perfect that one finds it a little difficult 
to believe that such conditions of dampness 
as described could possibly exist. With 
such a state of apparent perfection I find it 
quite impossible to offer any positive cure 
for something that should not exist. 


The only hope of finding the source of 
trouble seems to me to be to consider 
each particular section of the construction 
of the lower room and relate it to that of 
the upper room which appears to be trouble 
free. The wall of the house to which the 
extension has been built adjacent is com- 
mon to both the ground and upper floor and 
therefore I suggest can be ruled out. 


The three external walls of 12-in. cavity 
brickwork are the same for the upper room 
as for the ground-floor room but with cer- 
tain exceptions (1) the lower walls would 
become damp if the dampcourse was faulty 
but would tend to dry out before it reached 


_the upper floor and (2) the lower wall would 
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become damp if the cavity construction at 
the base was incorrect. For example, if the 
cavity was not taken below the damp-proof 
course in each skin, then mortar droppings 
would bridge across and carry dampness. 
from the outer to the inner skin. 


The construction of the floors may be 
much the same with the exception of the 
ground floor having beneath it subsoil. 
Though this subsoil has been described as. 
dry sand, it might well be that it is kept that 
way by the inclusion of adequate air bricks.. 
It is also very likely that the moisture driven 
off in point of fact finds its way into the 
room, it being warmer in the room than 
under the floor, which therefore tends to 
attract the air in. No mention is made of 
site concrete, and therefore I would be in- 
clined to treat this as highly suspect. 


Returning to the cavity wall construction, 
while I feel it is highly improbable, it may 
be worth mentioning that if the walls to the 
external skin are built of very absorbent 
material and are subject to considerable 
rain, they remain damp so long that the air 
in the cavity itself becomes very humid and. 
tends to be drawn on to the face of the in- 
ternal skin subsequently finding its way into- 
the room itself. Should this be the case 
adequate ventilation to the cavity indepen- 
dent of the under-floor space should be 
provided. 


From these few observations the cause of 
the trouble may be found and possible cures. 
may be summarised as follows: (1) Check 
dampcourse, replace if faulty. (2) Check 
cavity particularly in respect of being carried: 
below level of damp-proof course. Cut out 
at all changes of wall direction and rake 
clear all mortar droppings. (3) Check dry- 
ness of soil under floor, digging one foot or 
more below general level. If found damp: 
cover with at least 4 in. concrete finished 
with a smooth surface. (4) If walls are ex- 
posed to extreme dampness which might 
make air in cavity water-laden, insert venti-- 
lation at top and bottom of walls at inter- 
vals of three to four feet. 

Hid: DB. 


BUILDING MATERIAL COSTS 
The Role of Small Firms 


By DELIVERING glass loose and unpacked: 
on lorries a manufacturer has kept down: 
prices of stock sizes to builders to only 60 
per cent. more than pre-war. 


Sm Harry PILKINGTON, of the Lancashire 
glass firm of Pilkington Brothers, and 
president of the Federation of British Indus- 
tries, cited this as an example of what could 
be done by comparatively small changes im 
methods to improve productivity and keep: 
down costs. 


He was speaking, on March 18, at the 
opening of an exhibition of tools, gauges: 
and other devices, being held by Birmingham 
Productivity Association. The purpose of 
the exhibition is to show small firms what 
they can do to improve productivity. 


Sir Harry said the change in method of 
delivering glass had been welcomed by 
merchants after initial fears. It was similar- 
little economies that were strengthening: 
them against foreign competition, and there- 
was scope for the smaller firm to do the 
same. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


Sher information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand * 
Washed Sand . 
+ in. Shingle 
‘in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze = 
Pine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6.yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


{including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site : 

Rapid Hardening Cement in n 6-ton Toads and up- 
wards to site tp 
lto6ton do. site ... 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

in 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. ” ton. 

be Ling ponng Cement 


47 Poth, “Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d, to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

= Fireclay, 6 6-ton _— at Railway Depot, 

ndon 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks ... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in baie 
District Commons . 

Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics ; 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) | 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites)... 

Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) . 

24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire — (Condon 
soars co” 

3 in. (London Stations) 

23 in. Mechine = made Sandfaced Red ’Facings 
(London Sites) 

2% in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
Sites) 

a3 a Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 


tes) 
241 ia. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) a 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district J rv Sites) 
Hand-made' Sandfaced Multi-Colour 


"Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. ae pl 


per yd. 


per ton 


. per cwt. 


per ton 


eccooanwy 


nano oc A A WO Onconncococoooso 








£ 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites) ... per 1,000 41 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 
2¢in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Wory,B Brown— 
Stretchers 
Headers 7 
Quoins, Bulinose and 4h i in. Flats 
Double Stretchers “ 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end a 
Splays and Squints ae 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. 0d. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLitow CLay PARTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
: lorry loads. 
mt <... eis sa 140 yds. . per yd. sup. 
24 in. <.. oa BAP 140 yds. sas ms »” 
*3 in. os 120 yds. PoP ” 
BUILDING “a (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) aR 9S y 
6 in. (8}” x 53”) 1250 Blocks 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
100 yds. 
85 yds. 
75 yds. 
55 yds. 
CRANHAM 


per 1000 25 


«+» per yd. sup. 


in. Load bearing quality ae 
Fioor Bnocks and Wilson Tax 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ... ind naa mt 

4 in. do. 

5 in. do. 

6 in. do. 

7 in. yo 

8 in 


_ 


— 
eccocecoeo *+§ A OY 


10” x 3"x oe: Filler Tiles in multiples of 10tiles per 1, ,000 multiples 56 


xs xX cf do. ” ” 
10’ x4’ x do. = <a pe 69 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


ecococesoo a Oo oF 


NON~ 


Cr Nh ® 


ecooocecoo 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area, 
Over 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons 
+1074% 


Best Quality 
+10° 


B.S.S. Best do. +10% +974 % 
Tested Quality 4 +374 oto % 
BS.S. Tested do. +473°%4+678% +474%+974% 


3 in. Land ional 7 ha 12 in. apenas rae 
4in. do. oe ase ” 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park sae ase <n . per ft. cube 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ee 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 

Beer Stone. Delivered London area Sa ads “« 

Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. “ee % y 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region oss 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. x 3in. Rubbed, — — = 
stooled cills ; . perft.cube 3 

12 in. x 6in. do. do. Pom <a y 

12in. xX 3in. Plain coping, twice throated _ “= 1 

12 in. x 3 in. — and twice throated coping 2 

14 in. Xx 6in. do. aa 2 

43 in. x Qin. Plinth Tubbed on top. ‘and face 1 


3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ws * per ft. sup. 


under 2 


Under 100 Pieces 


tons 


107 
3 

+374 at 107} 

+414 7+ hs 


per 1,000 10 13 
14 2 


4 
6 
5 
7 
2 
8 
6 
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STONE—continued 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... 
; Oo. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
4 brickwork of cad aie mM: ot 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on -" 
and front 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 

Lincolnshire district ae ae ~ 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles ial 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6 

do. Interloc ing (49S) .. 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


SLATES 


First- pain Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 


per ft. run 


per ft. sup. 
per yd. sup 


8 
NOTE. —Breakage in transit, purchaser;’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard 
Carcassing quality do. 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 
Hardwood— 
sr “eae S.E. 
Honduras do. 
European do. 
Japanese do. ee 
English Logs sawn 
8 in. average S.E. 
African, Logs sawn 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel ‘ome 4in ont 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 in. do. but top panel open. 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. 
2 ft. 6in. X 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


SUNDRIES 

Delivered London area 

1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) 

1 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) 

2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) 

24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 

3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton) .. 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
34 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 

Lad 100 sq. ft. 

in. er “ae ~ Sea Ra ee = 7 

in. 
ye in. Asbenos Flat Building Sheets be . per yd. sup 
naes Felt, 4nd bs aye oie a 


2 
on t Scotch Glue, i in slabs 
do. pear 


Croid Glue... yen 

Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton ots) Sie 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . ra 

Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) a per cwt. 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) us ‘ms “ 


Steet Joists, Etc. 


Pattern 4 x G in deal 


Pattera 2 x G in deal 


per yd. 


mA per } owt. 
v0 «28 Ib. 
per ton 


METALS 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin., 8 in. x 5in., 8 in. X 6in., 10 in. X 6 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. oe cut to sitet delivered London 

area ‘a per ton 
Extra for sizes k 
3in. x 1din., 4in. x 12 in. 
3in. X 3 in. ne ve 
4in. X 3in., 10in. x 44 in. 
5 in. x 24 in., 5 in. adie 
423 in. X 14 in. 


£ 


per ft. cube 1 


1 


per ft. cube 2 


2 


39 
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7in. x 13 in. X Sin. ... 
24 in. x 74 in. 
Tin. X 4in. 
10 in. x 5 in. 
22 in. x 7 in. 
10 in. x 8 in. 
14in. x 6in. 
15in. X 6in. 


Sin. xX 44 in. 
6 in. “4 rio 
6in. x 44 in. 
9 in. x 4 in. 
12 in. x Sin. 
9in. X Tin. 
14in. x 54in. 
15in. X Sin. 

16 in. xX 8 in. 18 in. X 6in. 

18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. X 64 in. 

Steel angles average pan wee 

Steel tees overey? Pree 

Fabricated wor ape ‘London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted 

Compound girders 

Stanchions aa 

Compound stanchions oe 

In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ae 
Average prices not for awkward work. 

Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock in. diam., and oinaiel ess a 
4 in. diam. aA ee oes 1 per ton extra 

in. do. faa aes ees oe “pH ae 

$ in. do. ae isp oF eae Be ‘. 

4 in. do. bes yd we we te ai 
MILp STEEL TUBES 


wn 


8 in. x4 in. pati 


12 in. in. 
14 in. in. 
16 in. in. 
in. 
in 


_ 
WwewW co nD Ww w 


18 in. 
20 in. 


—— - 


_ 
WORAOO™ WOW 


AADAHOOCOCHRACS 


Galvanised Tube— 
Class A NET 


Class B + 
+ 28 


Class C 
3 ye 
Pages 


Black— 
Class A 
148 
ie Me: GUTTERS 
Delivered London a "yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


W.I. Fittings 
Light 
Heavy + 32% ‘ 


Class B 
Class C 


Light 


Aonoonco+s 


3 in. 
34 in. 


£110 to £130 4 in. 
£98 to £102 
0 0 


44 in. 
5 in. 
CLOG. GUTTERS 

3 in. = cee eS 
34 in. aie a baa er ov! “ee 
4 in. as -_ wa a wes we 
44 in. eee nee me ass i 

5 in. a ee ue a6 oy 


CL RAIN-WATER aoe 
oe yd. in G-ft. cigs 


1] 
2} in. ne. ass ea new 7/04 
3 in. ses aes ap ne sie oh 
34 in. sek oa Jas ace sso es 
4 in. ann avs ee ave 2055 
LC. ress = Pipes 
2 in. 8/- 


24 in. a cee ese a ‘a. Bio 
3 in. ese oo oes ome sso Shae 
34 in. we Fut sae mes oon AGEL 
4 in. sso, 12/04 


ooooooo 


asc nao aoCoCoO 


10/5 


only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated Ist Februa 
and tonnage allowance. 


L.G.c. ay 7 DRAIN Pires 
n 9-fts. 

cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 

4 in. a she ae 1 17 24/10 17/3 

6 in. ses Ses see ee 36/10 36/- 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 


ieee 6-ft. lengths 

Shoes ... 
Single Branches am 
Bends square or obtuse > 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 
do. 6in. do. vs 


Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND pe 
4 in. 4; in 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. hangs «. “a yd. 3/7 4/8 
Drop ends each 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends _... ue / 1/- 
Angles wae ne 4/1 
Nozzles eS mes 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ... ae 2/1 
AsBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 


i PR 
Gutters 6-ft. me i. yd. 3/04 3/7 

Dropends ... . each 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Stopends... ae ‘ /9 /il Hs 


Angles 2/11 3/2 
2/8 2/11 


ins” yd. 
each 


UNDAUOH WN 


wee 
wv 


— 
a 
WW OOOO SOANADAAGH 


— 
N 


Nozzles eee “ 
Union Clips ... she 1/2 1/4 





+ 114% Malleable List — 35% 


March 25 1955: 


° o ee9P 


eooeooe SSO 


SAGES 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
Malleable Fittings 


+ 241% Malleable List— 35% + 40% 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots. 
, 1955, NET 
4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2 ‘per cent. 





March 25 1955 


Per ton basis 
in London 
£64 
4117 6 
37 14 0 
‘i a 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stoc r ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— s 4. 
20 gauge ... ae . soe eee ore eae os 6 
24 gauge ... at “as aa ‘aia cas er aaa 16 
26 gauge aaa Ree ane 16 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 fe. ‘to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge ... zs 
24 gauge ... oe eee eee eve 
26 gauge - 
Ga ‘vaniene Fiat sheets CR. - and c. A.— 
20 gauge ... 4 bs 
24 gauge ... 
26 gauge ... oa aes aa aie as one see 
PLuMBERS’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered i a area. 
All per doz. 


¥ gg “3 in. 
Screwdown bib cocks co 

head for iron ... 7/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron . 99/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 
Double nut boiler screws 16/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 68/3 

Plumbers’ union drapes me to 
ron see 17/4 


METALS—continued 


Jron—Staffordshire Onn. hgseesom sa cap oe 
Mild Steel Bars ‘ee ya 
Mild Steel oss ae 


AAR ann coo 


lin. Ijin. 1}in. 2 in. 


188/— 323/6 462/- 815/- 
234/4 419/— 554/6 1234/3 
42/- 43/- 59/6 83/8 
237/7 433/6 614/- 


34/9 60/6 74/6 145/3 
lfdin. 1fin. Zin. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 
29/9 36/4 52/9 82/6 105/6 137/6 


: 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/- 67/- 
14 X 6 1b. 13 x 61b.2 xX 71b.3 x 7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with anne ening 
<e 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 


crews 
Lead S. trap do. Se tas 71/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 


155/3 
21/- 


Caps and screws 
Brass sleeves 


Solder s. d. 
i 
4 2 
4 3 


Plumbers’ Pe pes waa per lb. 
Tinmen’s nee a wat eee sae wee ee 
Blow p +i 0 

Copper tubes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 414d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


$ in. 19 gauge Total per Ib. 
jin. x 19 ee < 
1 in. ee 
1} in. aaa * 
1} in. = aa 
2 in. 103 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras_... .. per ton 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. a 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. 
Brass tubes basic price, _ one ont manufactur- 
ing extras dea 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 
£ 


s. 
perton 140 
141 1 


per lb. 


Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards a 
Lead Water Pipe in coils P ta 0 
Lead Fag Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 0 
over 4 in. dia. aaa oie 0 

Lead =. or Untinned Compo pipe “ 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities amie 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton y 
3 cwt. do. 5cwt. 4 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 6 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pjpe to less than basis 

weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 

extra pe to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 

ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on an per ton 
do. White do. do. as 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. 
o. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton-loads 
Hydrated Lime do. 
Lump Lime do. 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
o-_ Chips in 6-ton loads ee 


Gael Plaster Lath or Base Board i in. thick 600 
{Soo vas over in one delivery. Delivered site 
1 

Giguenl Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft.,.% in. thick, 600 yds. we over in one 
delivery. Delivered site pe 
1,200 yds... ods ae “a ica 


Coo coocoo 


— 
SPHNOOUUAIAIAI-) 
~ — ttt 


- 
NN NAWDEANNWOAWOCAD 


per cwt. 


per yd. 


NW DAWDOoancowna 


~ 


AD 
ro 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area. 

Ceiling Distemper... a ‘ ees 
Washable Distemper os dies “ ose 
Gloss Paint... ove 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . eco 


wWNUe wh 
Ouray 
coon 


mee 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 

Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. Jotsin1 1 gal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. aa ao 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra oP ee 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. aaa “ae 


NAW 
— — 


eee 


— 
NNO ONG 
ACoores 


SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 7 a ) drums extra 
do. °o. 40 gal.) do. do. 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) _... f 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. aerated 
White Lining Paper ... “a 


mm NIA U 


CACALD 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside - Inside 
Oak Pale Copal <a 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside’ 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan ... 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


a 


ND et bet et et et RD ND ND ND et 
at et ehh 
BNAOUNUSCHNOOCHLOOCAN 
SOSSSSASSSSSOON 


— 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


1 : oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. 
oz. 
= = 


rr in. "Rolled Plate 
Pi in. and } in. Rough Cast . 
in. Figured — and Cathedral, Standard patterns : 
White one 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, ‘Reediyte and 
Luminating “ 
+ in. Wired Cast ada ju saa a iad 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast... aaa nea and eee 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 5? x 53 x 3 
P.B.3 13 xX 73 x 3 
P.B.32 AX HX Sin 
ey aaa ann to —— “ with— 


Cut Sizes 


pe ownmonye 


Fnne OLo 
+ 


Pan — i 
a 


P.B. 3 
P.B. 32 


3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. aa 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
ae ae ‘“ 100 ft. sup. ae 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates excecding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. uality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one “7s or 135 in. 
both ways a Arts eee 
Not exceeding 180. ft. sup. or ditto aa aaa 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto a 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 


Cee NNO 


c 


A= ws 


OUhwWa anwW 


pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 

Description of Glass s. J. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ae saa ae ia aa oe 4t 
yaa Re 
PS - 7 
32 oz. <u 
$ in. Rolled Plate 7 
4 in. Figured Rolled and. “Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White wa 7k 
} in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 

and Spotlyte.. <i 1 
#e in. and 3 in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast a 1 
} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... one eco ace il 
3 in. Georgian Wired Cast... att eee we 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 7, 1955. 


Town. 


Abergavenny 
Abingdon 
Accrington .... 
Addlestone .... 
Aldeburgh 
Aldershot District.. 
Alfreton U.D 
wick 
Altrincham . 


Ascot A 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D... - 
Ashby Woulds U.D. 
Ashford (Kent) 

Ashford (Middlesex) 


htead 
Ashton-under-Lyne 
Aspatria and Brayton 
po mone R.D. (parts of) A 
Ayles A2 
je (Yorks). 
Aylesham ........... senecseets A2 


Bagshot 
Bakewell 
Banbury 


rnsley 
Barrow-in-Furness 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
— Thrussington A2).. i 


Basford R.D.(exc. = 
ee Al) A 


Blackpool 
Blackwell A 
Blaydon U.D... 
Blidworth 


Bourne 

xeedlnomel District 
Bracknell 

Bracford 
Bradford-on-Avon 
Braintree A 
Breconshire, County of...{A2 
Brent Knoll 
Brentwood .. 
——— - oa 
Brierfield . 


>>>>Bd>>>d>>>d2 


Buckley 





KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 


Grade Classification. A Al 
3/94 3/9 
3/34 


Craftsmen ... 
Labourers ... 


3/4 


A2 A3 
3/84 3/8 
3/3, 3/2 





To “ng 
Bi 


Bury 
Fae St. Edmunds 


Calder Valley 
Cambridge 
Cannock U.D. 


iff 

Cardi hire,County of ih 

Carlisle 

Carmarthenshire,Cnty of AD 

eras, Cnty. of nS 

Carnforth .. 

Castleford.. 

Caterham 

Chapel-en-le-Frith .. 

Charmy Down 

Chatham & District 

Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. 

Chelmsford 

Cheltenham .. 

Chepstow .... 

Chertsey ... 

Chester 

Chesterfield M.B. 

Chesterfield R.D. .. 

Chester-le-Street U.D. 

Chichester 

Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
huish) A 

Chorley 

Clacton .... 

Cleethorpes ... 

Clevedon 

Cleveleys ... 

Clitheroe 

Coalville U. D. 


Chane County of 
Coventry C.B. 
Cranbrook 
Cranleigh 

Crawley (Sussex) . 
Crewe 

Cromer 
Crowborough 
Cuckfield 


Dalton-in-Furness .. 
Darlington District 


al 
Denbigh Town 


king 
Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
imborne Al) ... A 


East Gr'nstead District . 
Eastwood (Notts.) U. D." 
Ebbw Vale & District 

oe 
Ely eieense 
ete” po 

Exeter .ccccccce 


Fakenham 
Falmouth . 
Fareham ... 
Faversham 





Town. 
Felixstowe 
Filey U.D. 


Folkesions ee 


Great Yarmouth A 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 
Guildford District A2 
a 


Harrogate 
Hartlepool 
Harwich 
—. 


Hastin; 

Hatfield (Herts.) .. 
Haywards Heath . 
Hemel Hempstead .. 
Henley-on-Thames 


lereford A2 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of.. eres 
Herne Bay 


Isle of Sheppey 
Isle of Thane 
Isle of Wight .. 


Jarrow M.B. 


Kettering M. B. 
Ke 


ynsham ae 
Kidderminster M.B. ......... 
King’s Lynn 


>>d>>s R>>22PS5555> > BERD 2D LELEERRLLLBELLLB 


Nee 


Lincoln C.B. . 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool 
Llandudno 
Llanelly 

London .... 

Long Eaton 
Loughborough M. 
Louth M.B. 
Lowestoft .. 


Lo b>>Bze 72 £8 





Town. 


Merthyr 
Middlesbrough 
Middleton .. 
Middlewich . 

ord Haven 
Morecambe . 
Morley 
Mundesley 
Nantwich ..... 
Nelson 
Newark-on-Trent R.D 
Newbury 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District. 
Newmarket 
Newport, Mon. .... 
Newport Pagnell .. 
Newton Abbot 
Northallerton Dist.. 
Northampton C.B.... 
North Shields 
aaa ot 





Paignton ......... 
Peterborough 
So 


Hen 4 ee 
Pontefract 


Redditch UD. 
Redhill and Reigate ... 


Rochdale ... 
Rochester ... 
Rotherham ... 
Rugby M.B. .... 


Saffron Walden 
St. Albans .. 
St. Helens .. 

St. Neots . 
Salisbury City 
Salisbury Plain 
Sawbridgeworth 





ar a " 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. Grade, 


Shoreham ceceecores 
Shrewsbury M. | 


Sleaford U.D. ... 
Slough 
Smethwick CB. 


| maar County of . ma 
Southampton 
Southen _——— Tt. sss. 


Southpo: 
South SI Shields C. - 
Spalding U.D. 


Stockton-on-Tees _.... 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. . 
Stoke Orchard 
Stourbridge M.B. 


Stratford-on-Avon M.B. 
Seosieatiie District 
unn 


Swaffham 
Swanage 


Tenterden 
Tewkesbury 


Thurrock U.D.C. “Area A 
» North of, to Billericay A 
Tilbury A 


Trowbridge 
Tunbridge Wells ... 
Tynemouth C.B. - 
Uppingham (Salop) 
Uttoxeter U.D. ... 
sae 


ba Gar. City 
West Bromwich C.B.. 


Weston-super-Mare 1 
Weybridge 


Whitby U.D. 
Whitstable and District 





Willington Pp 
had gy a 


isbec 
Se (District) 
Walvamanante CR. 
Woodbridge 
Worcester C.B. 
Workington 
bet 2 M.B. 


Wrexham (incl. Cefn). 
Wroughton 


For Geteshend, Rfrorgont and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 11d.; Sitios 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 3s. 10}d.; 


Labourers, 3: 


5d. tPlus 2d. per working day. ¢ This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades, are state 


d. 
Note. ie noe orden and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking.Factories and Shops, receive 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. 


per day. 


“WomMEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate or wan for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 11d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 


craft processes, 2s. 7d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page- 532. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


UCL ANNUAL REPORT 


Their 1953-1954 annual report has now 
been issued by the College Committee of 
University College, London, Gower-street, 
wcl. 

As from April 1, the telephone number of 
the Bartlett School of Architecture, Univer- 
sity College, London, Gower-street, WC1, 
will be Euston 7050. 


NO DIRECT LABOUR AT NANTWICH 


Nantwich (Cheshire) Rural District Coun- 
cil, at a meeting in March, accepted a reso- 
lution by its works planning committee that 
no new direct labour commitments be 
undertaken, 


SURVEYOR’S RETIREMENT 


Mr, A. E. Simpson, surveyor and engineer 
to Cockermouth (Cumberland) Rural Dis- 
trict Council, is to retire at the end of 
March, and will be succeeded: by Mr. E. 
Watson, his chief assistant. 


TECHNOLOGY AWARDS 


At a meeting of the Council of the City 
and Guilds of London Institute in January 
last. the Insignia Award in Technology was 
conferred upon nine candidates, including 
Mr. William Taylor (Constructional Indus- 
tries, Timber Technology) in respect of a 
thesis entitled: “ The Properties of Wood in 
relation to Modern Timber Structures.” A 
special award was made by the Council to 
Yr. E. Carr, AMIMechE (Constructional 
Industries) for his thesis on “ Metallurgy as 
as Applied to Building Construction.” 


SPRAY PAINTING COURSE 


An evening course in spray painting will 
be held from April 18 to July 12 at the 
Brixton School of Building. The course is 
arranged in two grades, elementary and 
intermediate. Both grades will be held on 
Mondays and Tuesdays from 6.30 to 
8.30 p.m., each of 12 weeks’ duration. The 
course is intended for craftsmen with in- 
dustrial experience who wish to broaden 
their knowledge. Enrolment cards and 
further information may be obtained from 
the Secretary, LCC Brixton School of 
Building, Ferndale-road, SW4. 


LMBA GOLFING SOCIETY 


The fixtures arranged by the London 
Master Builders’ Association Golfing Society 
for the coming year are to include the 
following: April 28, Spring Meeting at 
Ascot; June 14, RIBA Golfing Society at 
West Hill, Brookwood; July 5, Metropolitan 
Borough Engineers’ Golfing Society at 
Hendon, NW4; July 26, MoW Golfing 
Society at St. George’s Hill, Weybridge; 


September 8, RICS Golfing Society, Went-- 


worth, Virginia Water; September 20, 
Autumn Meeting and AGM at Sunningdale, 
Berks. Further details from Mr. P. H. Bates, 
FIOB, Honorary Secretary of the Society, 
The Old Brickworks, Church-road, Harold 
Wood, Romford, Essex. ~ 


IRON CASTINGS PRODUCTION 


The United Kingdom output of iron cast- 
ings in 1954 was 3,742,000 tons, 2.9 per cent. 
more than in 1953 and almost as high as 
the record outputs achieved by the industry 
in 1951 and 1952, according to figures 
issued by the Council of Ironfoundry Asso- 
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ciations, Crusader House, 14, Pall Mall, 
SW1. The iron castings output (grey and 
malleable) in 1954 for building and domestic 
purposes was about 566,000 tons, an increase 
of about 3.3 per cent. over 1953. Produc- 
tion for baths and cisterns went up by 22.7 
per cent.; for gas stoves and grates by 15.8 
per cent.; and for electrical stoves and 
grates by 62.5 per cent. 


NEW TOWN AT LIVERPOOL 


Lay-out plans for a new township at Lee 
Park, prepared by Dr. Ronald Bradbury, 
FRIBA, AMTPI, Liverpool City Architect 
and Housing Director, have been approved 
by the Corporation Housing Committee. It 
is proposed to build nearly 900 houses 
initially, and expenditure involved is con- 
siderably more than £2m. The proposed 
dwellings include one- to four-bedroomed 
houses, a number of flats and blocks of 
maisonettes. 


COW EXAMINATION 


The 1955 ABT Clerks of Works Diploma 
Examination will be held in London and 
Glasgow on April 14, 15, and 16. It will 
cover the following subjects: Building Con- 
struction and Services; Building Materials; 
Quantities and Estimating; Land Surveying; 
Drainage and Sanitation; Site Practice. 
Copies of the syllabus and application 
forms, which must be returned by 


April 2, 1955, may be obtained, free of 
charge, from Mr. F. E.-Shrosbree, General 
Secretary, ABT, 5 Ashley-place, SW1. 


EFFICIENT SCHOOL HEATING 


To help to solve the problem of 
providing efficient and economical heat- 
ing in old schools, the Coal Utilisation 
Council has prepared a booklet entitled 
“New Warmth for : Old Schools.” 
In the booklet the Council asserts 
that although teaching methods and child- 
care have been brought up to date, many 
country schoolrooms are still warmed by 
old fires that waste fuel, create dirt, and 
heat very inefficiently. The booklet also 
stresses the value of proper insulation and 
examines the comparative costs of heating 
by solid fuel, gas and electricity. Copies 
free from the Council’s head office, 3, Upper 
Belgrave-street, SWi, or from its Regional 
Information Centres, 


BIRMINGHAM OBJECTION 


An objection is to be lodged by two 
Birmingham builders against a compulsory 
purchase order under which Bromsgrove 
Urban Council would acquire land on which 
the builders already had an option to put 
up houses. It was the intention of the 
builders, Messrs. W. and R. Hatton, to build 
18 houses on a site in Hazelton-road, off 
Birmingham-road, Marlbrook. According 
to the estate agent, Mr. Lionel] Wood, the 
site is zoned for residential purposes in the 
county development plan. Planning rermis- 
sion had been applied for, but the council 
now said that the land should be sold off 
in plots to potential developers. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. WILFRED F. REDDINGTON has joined the out- 
side sales staff.of Wareing Brothers & Co., Ltd., paint 
manufacturers, Bolton. will represent them in 
the Wigan, Warrington, St. Helens and Leigh area. 

Mr. T. Tyzzer has been appointed by F. Hills and 
Sons, Ltd., Norton-road, Stockton-on-Tees, to repre- 
sent them in the South. Birmingham area. 


TRADE NEWS 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


The London office of Abelson and Co. 
(Engineers), Ltd., will, from Monday, March 
27 onwards, be situated at 60/62, Clapham- 
road, SW9 (tel.: Reliance 5326). 


AFRICAN CONTRACTS 


Among the many heavy civil engineering 
contracts being carried out in Africa by 
Keir and Cawder, Ltd., through its sub- 
sidiary companies of the Stirling-Astaldi 
group, are the construction of the Tororo 
Cement Works in Uganda, approximate cost 
£1,400,000, and the Costermansville/Uvira 
road in the Belgian Congo, estimated cost 
about £2m. In the Gold Coast, the Colonial 
Development Corporation have recently 
appointed Stirling-Astaldi as their managing 
agents for the construction of the Mam- 
pong/Bolgatanga road (approximate length 
300 miles). Work is also being carried out 
by Keir and Cawder, Ltd., in Thailand, and 
a new airfield is being constructed in Jordan. 
Both companies are controlled from their 
London office 9, Upper Grosvenor-st., W1. 


ELECTRIC UNIT HEATER 


An improved dual-purpose electric unit 
heater for those factories, offices and 
churches where neither steam nor hot water 
is available or where floor space cannot be 
provided for radiators, is being produced 
by Hurseal, Ltd., 229, Regent-street, W1. 


ae 


Apart from an increase in the velocity at 
which warm air is discharged, the elements 
have been designed in a mat pattern to pro- 
vide an even temperature rise. Mounted 
between 6 ft. and 9. ft. above the floor, the 
heater discharges warm air at a fair velocity 
to give rapid warm-up and even temperature 
throughout the building, and is especially 
suitable where heat is required for short 
periods. 


ANTI-BURST VALVES 


Designed specifically for the protection of 
water pipes from frost damage are the anti- 
burst valves manufactured by Zeross 
(Engineers), Ltd., 76, Brook-street, WI. 
During the process of freezing in pipes, ice 
normally commences to form as an internal 
circumferential film which increases in thick- 
ness in annular layers until the centre line 
of water is frozen. . For this reason, the 
discharge orifice of the Zeross Valve is posi- 
tioned in the centre line of water, for it is 
from this point of maximum pressure that 
water, displaced by expansion, can be dis- 
charged. To reduce frictional Joss to a 
minimum and obviate restriction of flow, 
the valves are fitted into specially designed 
chambered tee pieces. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia.—Work is to start soon on the 
erection of the new College of Pharmacy in 
Royal-parade, Parkville, Melbourne. The 
State Government has undertaken to meet 
part of the cost of building, which is 
estimated at about £300,000. The Public 
Works Department will carry out the work. 

The Royal Agricultural Society and the 
Trotting Control Board are to spend about 
£300,000 on new stands and buildings at 
the Show Grounds... . The Myer Emporium 
building, mentioned in this column on 
March 4, will go out to tender in April. The 
architect is Mr. Donald Ward. 

The foundation stone has been laid of the 
new Corpus Christi College of the Regional 
Seminary at Glen Waverley, for the Roman 
Catholic Church. The church has a 70-acre 
site at the junction of Waverley. and 
Watson’s roads. Included in this project are 
a large group of buildings comprising 
chapel, administrative block, south wing, 
north wing, and convent. The architect is 
Mr. Cyril C. Kelly, ARIBA, 197, Noble- 
street, Geelong, Victoria, Australia, and 
the builders are W. C. Burne and Sons Pty., 
Ltd. 

Major construction additions are being 
undertaken for Kelvinator Australia, Ltd., 
at their plant in Finsbury, Adelaide, at a 
cost of £200,000. The present scheme is 
part of a five-year plan which will add 
85,000 sq. ft. to factory floor space. The 
extensions were designed by the company’s 
engineering staff in conjunction with Messrs. 
Woods, Bagot, Laybourne-Smith and Irwin, 
of King William-street, Adelaide, SA. The 
contractors are Wilckens and Burnside, Ltd. 
The Lancashire Insurance Co., Ltd., is to 
erect a three-storey building in Currie-street. 
The design is by Mr. W. C. B. Butt. 


Canada.—In New Brunswick a plan is 
being studied for the construction of a 
$12m. oil shale burning plant with twin 
20,000-kW hydrogen generators linked to 
plants extracting magnesium, alumina and 
potash. . . . Construction work on the 2.2 
million hp St. Lawrence Power project 
began late in 1954; the Canadian section of 
the power house will contain 16 60,000-kva 
water-wheel generators with step-up trans- 
former units. After the completion of the 
Niagara Falls and St. Lawrence power pro- 
jects, the needs of Ontario for additional 
electric power will be met by thermal 
stations. 

In the Prairies, the Province of Manitoba 
envisages expenditure of $200m. on power 
developments in the next ten years....A 
433,000-kW hydro-electric development is 
also being considered by the Saskatchewan 
authorities in conjunction with the South 
Saskatchewan River irrigation project... . 
The British Columbia Electric Co,, Ltd., has 
called for tenders for turbines and generators 
for a new 200,000 hp development on the 
Cheakamus River and the Power Com- 
mission expects to be purchasing $2m. to 
$3m. worth ‘of equipment annually for the 
next five years. . . . Large schemes for the 
development of hydro-electric potential of 
the Yukon River with large metallurgical 
installations are under consideration by the 
Power Commission. | 

The Quebec Province authorities have a 
project in the preliminary stages for the 
building of a tunnel under the St. Lawrence 


THE BUILDER 


near Montreal. . . . In Winnipeg a $15m. 
Post Office building is to be constructed for 
the council. Work is scheduled to commence 
this year. ... A number of bridges are to 
be built in British Columbia. A $34m. 
bridge has gone into construction in the 
lower Fraser Valley and tenders have been 
called for the initial work on a pair of 
bridges in Vancouver to cost $10m. An 
additional bridge across the first Narrows in 
Vancouver to cost $17m. is now under con- 
sideration. 

A number of building schemes have been 
announced recently by the Canadian paper 
and pulp trade. A $15m. kraft pulp de- 
velopment project is to be built in British 
Columbia for Crown Zeilerback Canada, 
Ltd. The mill will be built on Vancouver 
Island. Also on Vancouver Island is to be 
built a $25m. mill for British Columbia 
Forest Products, Ltd. At Port Alberni a 
$45m. paper mill and a $25m. pulp mill are 
to be erected for the Kitimat Pulp and Paper 
Co., Ltd., as well as a $30m. project for 
McMillan Bloedel, Ltd. Plans have been 
announced for the construction of an $11m. 
kraft paper mill for the Dryden Paper Co., 
at Dryden, Ontario. 


Colombia.—The Department of Choco in 
the State of Colombia, South America, is 
to invest £3m. in a power plant to operate 
on the Atrato River. Planning has also 
been going forward for electrical power and 
telecommunications projects for the Autono- 
mous Regional Corporation for the Cauca 
Valley. The plan has now been discussed 
with the International Bank and the scheme 
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is due to be approved by thé Corporation 
in April.... Cartagena is also to have 
a new waterworks, the likely cost being £2m. 

Manufacturers of prefabricated houses 
will be interested in a visit made recently 
to Colombia by Mr. Harry Lewis, manag- 
ing director: of the Lewis Construction Co., 
of Seattle, USA. He discussed with officials 
plans for housing developments for which 
he came to negotiate a contract with the 
Institute de Credito Territorial.... It is 
reported that very great interest was also 
shown in two-types of prefabricated houses 
exhibited recently at the Bogota Internationa! 
Fair. Manufacturers who are interested in 
exporting to Colombia should communicate 
with the Institute at Bogota. 

The National Railways Corporation, which 
began to function on December 1. 1954, 
has a number of expansion projects under 
consideration. One of these is for the exten- 
sion of the line under construction down 
the Magdalena River as far as Camarra to 
meet the existing line which runs inland 
from Santa Marta to Fundaction. ... The 
Department of Cundinamarca has a road- 
building programme under consideration at 
a cost of £24m. The Departments of Bolivar 
and Choco have similar plans. 


Egypt.—The National Production Council 
of Egypt has entrusted the Industrial Bank 
with the execution of the project for the 
creation of a railway wagon assembly plant 
in Cairo. A company is to be formed with 
a capital of £400,000 in which the Misr 
Engineering and Car Company, SAE, will 
participate to the extent of 40 per cent. and 
the Belgian wagon builders La Brugeoise, 
Nicaise and Delcuye to the extent of 30 
per cent. This project will be large and 
several foreign firms are known to have full 
particulars for the purpose of tendering. 

A new industrial venture approved by the 
National Production Council concerns the 
establishment of a factory to produce 
laminated wood, with a capital of 
£200,000. . . . The Misr Bank has submitted 
a proposal to the Council for the setting up 
of a factory to produce electric meters 
etc....A factory for the pasteurisation of 
milk and its sale in sealed bottles has also 
been approved by the Council. A private 
company, Societe Misr Laitiere et Alimen- 
taire, is being formed with a capital of 
£400,000. 

The Director General of the Roads and 
Bridges Department has announced a three- 
year plan for road development, to include 
the construction of an autostrada connec- 
ting Cairo and Alexandria, and also the re- 
building of the Cairo-Aswan road. It is 
understood that part of the funds under 
American aid will be devoted to this plan. 


Iraq.—A new Development Board five- 
year programme has been approved by the 
Iraqi Council of Ministers. The plan, which 
will cost several million pounds, is for irriga- 
tion, drainage and dam projects, roads and 
bridges, aerodromes, railways, principal 
buildings, factories, mining and electrical 
works, buildings and establishments and other 
miscellaneous projects. . . . Departments 
other than the Development Board will 
receive funds for smaller projects for health, 
education, administration, roads and bridges. 

Tenders which have recently been invited 
by the Board include those for the construc- 
tion of drainworks at the Saklawiyah and 
Abu Ghuraib drainage schemes, the supply 
and fixing of aluminium windows for the 
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new Houses of Parliament, the construction 
of a hostel at Baghdad, and the construc- 
tion of a Baghdad Museum of Antiquities. 


Pakistan.—Schemes involving an estimated 
expenditure of several million pounds are 
under examination by the Pakistan Industrial 
Development Corporation. They include 
jute, rayon and newsprint factories, sugar 
mills and farms, pharmaceutical dytstuffs 
and chemical factories, and steel rolling and 
re-rolling mills. 

The Pakistan Planning Board has drawn 
up a five-year plan, due to commence in 
April this year. Under this plan works will 
be undertaken to improve water supplies 
for existing irrigation canal networks in 
West Pakistan. New major works include 
projects at Thal, Gudu, Lower Sind, Warsak 
and Taunsa. At Rasul a tube well project 
is planned to reclaim 300;000 acres of water- 
logged land. Other schemes of a similar 
type are at Chuharkana, Nari Bolan and 
Karnafuli. 

New cement plants are to be built at Daul 
Khel and Hyderabad, and these, including 
extensions, will increase cement production 
to one million tons a year. An ammonium 
sulphate plant with an annual capacity of 
50,000 tons is to be erected, and a sulphuric 
acid plant at Lyallpur and a caustic soda 
plant at. Nowshere are to be set up. 

A shipyard is to be built at Karachi and 
a repair yard’ at Khulna, and port facilities 
are to be improved at Sibu. A road develop- 
ment plan is in hand, including roads from 
Kuching to Serian and from Kuching to Bau, 
about 154 miles. Airfields are to be de- 
veloped at Kuching and Sibu. The Pakistan 
Industrial Development Corporation is the 
organising body behind all this industrial 
activity and can be approached direct by 
interested contractors. 


Southern Rhodesia—A scheme to build 
6,000 houses for purchase by African 
families, at a cost of nearly £2m., within 
the next two years has been outlined by the 
South Rhodesian Minister of Housing. The 
scheme will be divided equally between 
Salisbury and Bulawayo. Construction is 
due to start this year and planning is already 
in progress on roads and sewerage installa- 
tions. The Colonial Development Corpn. 
is lending £1m. and two insurance com- 
panies have shown their willingness to assist 
with £4m. 


AUSTRALIAN REBUILDING PLANS 


Plans to rebuild the flood-devastated city 
of Maitland, New South Wales, Australia, 
on higher ground at a cost of £A15m. have 
been outlined by Alderman MacDonald, 
mayor of the city, in a recent broadcast 
thanking all those people who subscribed to 
relief funds. 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE 


*F, W. Milling and Co., Ltd., 9, Broad- 
way, PO Box 6, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 
wish to represent United Kingdom sup- 
‘pliers of galvanised iron sheets, plain and 
corrugated; galvanised wire and barbed 
wire; galvanised wire netting; woven wire; 
galvanised water pipe; black and galvanised 
malleable iron pipe fittings; cast iron soil 
pipes and salt glazed earthenware pipes. 

Exporters interested in this inquiry should 
‘write direct to Messrs. F. W. Milling, giving 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
‘formation Service. 
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full details of their offers. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quot- 
ing ref. No. ESB/5785/55. 


LOAN FOR EAST AFRICA 


The World Bank has made a loan of 
$24m. (about £8,500,000) to help finance the 
programme being carried out to modernise 
and expand the railways, roads, and harbours 
of Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganyika (men- 
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tioned on. this page on January. 28). 

The loan will be used by the East African 
Railways and Harbours Administration, 
which is carrying out the programme. The 
work, begun in 1949, will be substantially 
completed by 1957. Mr. A. F. Kirby is 
general manager of the East African Rail- 
ways and Harbours and Mr. C. J. Crowe, 
LRIBA, PO Box 79, Nairobi, Kenya, is 
their architect. 





DEVELOPMENTS IN HONG KONG 
Works of High Architectural Quality 


HE annual report of the Public Works 
Department, Hong Kong, for the 
financial year ended March 31, 1954, a 
copy of which has just reached us 
(Government Printer, Hong Kong, price 
$6) contains much information 
of current architectural and engineering 
interest, together with nine pages of 
photographic reproductions, several of 
which show works of architecture or 
engineering now in hand or recently com- 
pleted. The Director of Public Works is 
Mr. T. L. Bowring, OBE, MInstCE, 
MiStructE, the Assistant Director (Build- 
ings) being Mr. W. W. C. Shewan, 
FRIBA, the Chief Architect, Mr. A. M. J. 
Wright, ARIBA, and the Acting Chief 
Architect, Mr. G. P. Norton, ARIBA. 

It is recorded that satisfactory progress 
was made on all'the projects included in 
the annual estimates, but owing to 
pressure of work it became necessary to 
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commission private architects to carry 
out some of the programme. At one 
period of the year 17 contracts for offices, 
schools, police stations, housing, clinics 
and markets were running concurrently 
and it was difficult to provide supervision. 


NEW GOVERNMENT OFFICES 


The most important work of architec- 
ture now in hand appears to be the new 
Central Government Offices, the erection 
of which is proceeding in sections and 
will take several years to complete. The 
pattern of these air-conditioned office 
blocks is much the same throughout, con- 
sisting of offices about 19 ft. wide on 
either side of a7 ft. wide central corri- 
dor. In length each block is built up of 
4 ft. 6 in. wide window bays, and internal 
partitions can be erected between any 
two windows. Where desirable the corri- 
dor partitions may be omitted to provide 
large registries and drawing offices 
extending the full 45 ft. width of the 
building. | When completed, the offices 
will contain approximately 260,000 sq. 
ft. of floor space. The architectural 
quality of this work is excellent in the 
restrained modern manner, a remark that 
applies equally to other work illustrated, 
notably the Sha Tau Kok Police Station, 
the Bridges Street Marker, the new Peak 
School and the Tai Wai Bridge. Excel- 
lent, too, were the Coronation decora- 
tions, both in Hong Kong and Kowloon, 
photographs of which are reproduced. 

Major works in progress include new 
Police Headquarters at Arsenal Yard, the 
Koloon Secondary School, the Central 
Reclamation Scheme, the Sookunpoo 
Sports Stadium, the new pier at Ping 
Chau and the main dam of the Tai Lam 
Chung water supply scheme. Projects to 
be carried out in the near future include 
the new City Hall, the Chater Hall and 
Leighton Hill flats, the Casualty Re- 
ception, Queen Mary Hospital, the 
development of the New Territories, the 
new ferry pier at Ma Tau Kok, the new 
Star Ferry and Kowloon public piers, and 
the dam for the Cheung water supply 
scheme. 

Private building activity showed no 
reduction compared with last year. Most 
of the new buildings erected were for 
living accommodation, and again more 
European type houses than Chinese type 
were erected. 

The expatriate staff of the Department 
comprised 149 officers and the the non- 
expatriate 998 officers. The number of 
daily-rated artisans and _ labourers 
averaged 3,364. 

G. J. H. 
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THE SCOTTISH 


Cumbernauld Offer 


GLAscow Corporation have agreed to 
advise the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land that if he would withdraw the request 
for a contribution to the overall deficit of 
the proposed new town at Cumbernauld, 
they would be prepared to pay the statutory 
rate contribution for 10 years, or such 
shorter period as the tenant remained in 
occupancy, in respect of each house let to a 
tenant nominated by the Corporation. 


Forth Subway Plan 


REPRESENTATIVES of local authorities 
concerned with the Forth crossing preblem 
agreed in Edinburgh on March 18, that the 
scheme for a twin-roadway tube under the 
river should be investigated by an expert 
panel. A small committee will get in touch 
with the Minister of Transport and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland to urge that 
the experts’ report should be sought as soon 
as possible. 

Misgivings were expressed at the meeting 
about the adequacy of the road approaches 
proposed in the tube plan. 


Modern Wall Finishes 


IT SEEMED a pity that architects did not 
make more use of craftsmen, painters, and 
sculptors, Mr. DouGLas Percy BLIss, direc- 
tor of the Glasgow School of Art, said at the 
opening, on March 18, of an exhibition of 
interior wall finishes and decorations in the 
Scottish Building Centre, 425, Sauchiehall- 
street, Glasgow. It was not enough, he 
added, to use them merely for adornment. 

In the exhibition itself, which has been 
arranged with the collaboration of the 
Ministry of Works and the Scottish Com- 
mittee of the Council of Industrial Design, 
emphasis is placed on colour and texture of 
wall coverings. The various wall finishes 
possible with newly or recently developed 
paints are shown on panels around the room. 
They are accompanied by displays of wood 
veneers, of tiles and glass, while the centre 
of the exhibition area is taken up by exhibits 
provided by the Glasgow School of Art. 
They take the form of gayprinted textiles 
and of models of decorated rooms. 


County Road Schemes 


PERTHSHIRE and Kinross-shire road 
schemes, estimated to cost £336,200, are 
either ready to be launched or are awaiting 
the Ministry of Transport’s final approval. 
The most expensive scheme (£197,000) is 
for the major improvement of five Class 1 
highways, all planned to be carried through 
this year and next. 


Royal Mile Demolitions 


EDINBURGH CORPORATION have been 
granted warrant to demolish and reconstruct 
property at 77 Canongate, 79-85 Canongate, 
2 Campbell’s-close, 1-3 Brown’s-close, and 
4 Brown’s-close. The reconstruction of 
the property, which is on the north side of 
the Canongate, will result in the provision 
of 16° houses. The project represents a 
further stage in the general scheme of re- 
habilitation of the Royal Mile. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans have been approved for new 
premises, estimated to cost £12,000, which the Dee 
Swimming Club and Humane Society, Innes-st., is 
to erect. 

Busby.—Lanarkshire CC has plans in hand for the 
2nd development of the Station-rd. housing scheme 
(30 houses). Architect, Samuel MacColl (A), County- 
Bidgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Crieff.—Perthshire and Kinross CC has had plans 
approved for the erection of a school for defectives. 
County A, Ian A. Moodie (A), Education Offices, 
County-bldgs., York-pl., Perth. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their own 
architects for alterations and additions at Summer-st. 
and Broad-st., Millend, for Duncan Stewart & Co., 
Ltd., Summer-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for David Maxwell & 
Co,. Ltd., for additions and alterations at 46 to 52, 
Broomielaw and Oswald-st. Architect, John Easton 
(F), 248, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the  FinniestOn 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Finnieston, have been 
approved for additions and alterations at Methil-st. 
Architect, Magnus Duncan (F), 243, Eglinton-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Thomas Caravans, 








Ltd., Carronshore-rd., Carron, Falkirk, for new 
buildings at Cumbernauld-rd. Architects, Lees, 
Thomson & Ptnrs., 28, Murray-pl., Stirling. 


lasgow.—Plans_ have 


been approved for the 
Regent Oil Co., Ltd., 


for a petrol station at the 
junction of Argyll-st. and Old Dumbarton-rd. 
Architects, James Taylor, Thomson, MacCrae 
Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 
Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for the 
demolition of the Church of Scotland’s buildings at 
368 to 374, London-rd., Bridgeton, and the erection 
thereon for F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., of new 
warehouse buildings. Architect, N. Winbourne (F), 
Martins Bank-bldgs., Water-st., Liverpool. 
Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for the Scot- 
tish Industrial Estates, Ltd., for extensions, etc., at 
Unit 4 at the Thornliebank Industrial Estate. Archi- 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 7, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 94d.; Labourers, 3s. 4d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 











Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 an ie 
a1 

Ist oe aie sploae 41 8 
2nd os aoe 55 7% 
3rd 50 83 5 
4th a ae -. 66% 111 23 
Sth ax ne ae 125 14 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations o end of s. d 

probationary period) f 3 4 
Operatives on labouring Operations ca 

end of probationary period) .. 12 3 

tects, Watson, Salmond & Gray (F&A), Central 


Station-bldgs., Union-st., Glasgow 


Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for the AB. 


Cinemas, Ltd., Golden-sq., W1, for alterations and 
additions to ‘* The Cinema, ”” Moss-side-rd. /Pollock- 
— Architect, C. J. Foster (L), 50-54, Beak- 
st 

Greenock.—Corporation is to erect at Oakleigh 
housing site a scheme 26 houses at Eldon-st. 
Architect, Robert L. Rankine, Master of Works 
Offices, Hamilton-st. QS, D. T. Macdonald & 
Ptnrs., Coopers-bldgs., Smiths-la., Greenock. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
scheme of 50 houses at a site yet to be fixed by the 
corporation at Port Glasgow. Architect, J. Austem 
Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of .this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues, Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
mame and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 
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MARCH 28. 


*+Chester City C.—Office accommodation, North- 
gate-st. City E&S. Tenders by April 18. 
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MARCH 29. ; 
*+Smethwick CBC.—Extension to Council House.. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 21. 
MARCH 31. . 
*Staffs CC.—Approved list of builders for building. 
contracts. County Ed. Architect, Stafford. 


APRIL 1. 
*+Bedford BC.—54 houses and 48 garages, Putnoe 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
*+ Worcestershire CC.—Junior school, 
Farm, ere County A, 14, Castle-st., 


ter. Dep. 
APRIL 2. 
*+ Chichester ie 4 . —45 noe and 20 ane Park- 
lands estate. s Cork, City S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*t+tOxford City Conner pairs of houses, Minchery 
Farm estate, Littlemore. City A and Planning Officer. 


Hasbury 
Worces- 


APRIL 4. 
*+Camberwell BC.—Panel of contractors for erec-. 
tion of dwellings. TC. 


APRIL 5. 
*Glasgow Corp.—24 flats, Drummore-rd. Archi- 
tectural and Planning Dept., 20, Trongate, Cl. 
*York City C.—Additional classrooms and lavatory 
block, Derwent county primary school, City A, 8,. 
St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. 


APRI s 

*+Hants Police Authority.—Police officer’s house, 
Basingstoke. County A, Winchester. Dep. £1 Is. 

*+Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Bd.—New wing, Newcastle: 
General Hospital. Secretary, ‘Dunira,’ Osborne-rd., 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 2. 

*tPeterborough Combined Police 
Police headquarters, Bridge-st. L. H 
Town Hall, Peterborough. Dep. £5 5s. 


Authority:— 
Robjohn, §,,. 


APRIL 8. es 
*+West Sussex CC.—Extension, Greenway junior 
school, Horsham. County A, Chichester. Tenders. 


by May 
APRIL 11. 
*New Sarum City C.—Six bungalows with com- 
munal rooms for aged persons. City E. Dep. £2 2s, 


APRIL 13. 
*+Portsmouth City C.—40 flats, 
ing. A. E. Cogswell & Sons, 
Commercial-rd. Dep. £1. 
*Wem RDC.—30 houses, Higher Heath. 
Brows, architects, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 


Link-rd., Wymer- 
Prudential-bldgs., 


Hind & 
Dep. 


APRIL 18. ‘ 
*tDartford BC.—66 dwellings, Temple Hill. BS. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


*Frinton and Walton UDC.—Three public shelters. 
E&S. Dep. £1 Is. each. 
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A&S, Rectory-rd., 


*Lothingland “ey 7 houses. 
wis Fields 


Lowestoft. Dep. £ 

“Middlewich Ube-"21 houses, 
estate. R. J. B. Wilkinson, S. Dep 

Naneaton TC.—{1) 65 houses in Abbotsford-rd.; 
£2) 16 old people’s cottages at Arbury-rd.; (3) 12 old 
people’s onan at Tuttle Hill. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Prescot UDC.—Two double-fronted shops and 4 
maisonettes, Bryer estate. Gornall, Kelly & Ptnrs., 
architects, 155, The Albany, Old Hall-st., Liverpool, 


3. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 20. 
*+Portsmouth City C.—Erection of Kingston sec. 
10d. sch. for girls. City A, 1, Western-parade. Dep. 


1 
Lae 


22. 

*High Wycombe BC.—142 houses, Hatters Farm 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Yeovil BC.—18 Cane and 6 bungalows, Sunning- 
dale estate. Petter, Warren & Roydon Cooper (FF), 
The Old Oxford Inn, West Hendford. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 23. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—TIwo pairs of police houses, 
Baker-rd.,, West Howe estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 

*Widnes BC.—Additions to Victoria Hall, Victoria- 
rd. H. Nevile Player (A), Brendan House. Dep. 
£5 5s. 


APRIL 25. 
*Epsom and Ewell BC.—28 houses, Tonstall-rd. 
extension off Hook-rd., Epsom. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


o 
n 
é 


APRIL 26. 
*Erith BC.—52 houses, Elmhurst/Bedonweil-rd. 


BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 27. 
*Melton Mowbray UDC.—117 houses, Dorothy- “ave. 
site. E&S, Egerton Lodge. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 2, 
*Banstead UDC.—86 dwellings. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 3. 
*Hatfield RDC.—72 houses and 17 garages, Red- 
hall Farm site. J. H. Parker (A), 82, Great North- 


zd. Dep. £5 5s 
DATE. 

*Malden and Coombe I ie —Pavilion, Manor Park, 

New Malden. J. Apse, 

——_ Wells Bc. nis dwellings. BS. Dep. 
#2 2s 

Whittlesey (Isle of Ely) UDC.—Six houses at 
Ponders Bridge. Ruddle and Wilkinson, architects, 


Long Causeway-chbrs., Peterborough. Dep. a. 
each contract. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 30. 

*Chesham UDC.—Exterior painting 217 houses, 

flats, etc. Housing Manager. Dep. Is. 
APRIL 2. 

*tChigwell UDC.—Repairs and improvements to 
124 houses. Tooley & Foster, architects, Midland 
Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill. 

*tChigwell C.—Repairs and extensions to elec- 
trical installations in 124 houses. Tooley & Foster, 
architects, Midland Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill. 


APRIL 4. 

*West Riding CC.—Fencing, etc., Maltby Hall 
modern school. Divisional Architect, ‘‘ Bishop- 
garth,’ Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £1 Is. 

APRIL 12. 

*Dover BC.—External oe 5 381 houses and 

flats. BE, Brook House. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 13. 

*Sunderland CBC.—Flooring, Hylton Red House 
primary infants’ school and metal windows, etc., 
Castle View primary junior —_ Boro’ A, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 14. 

*Barry BC.—Roofing Barry. Memorial Hall. BE&A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 15. 

*Gunnersbury Park Jt. Com.—Repairs, etc., 
Gunnersbury Park. B 

*Yiewsley and West "Drayton UDC.—IJnstallation 
of tiled fireplaces. E. 

*Yiewsley and West Drayton UDC.—330 tiled fire- 
places with back boilers. E. 
APRIL 1 

*Kingston-on-Thames ee redecoration of 
184 flats and 1 house, Chessington; 100 houses and 45 
flats, Chessington, Tolworth and Kingston. BS. 
Dep. £2 2s. per contract. 

APRIL 21. 

North Riding CC.—Painting of three bridges. 

County S, Northallerton. 
MAY 9%. 

Manchester City C.—King-st. central highways 
depot, Ardwick, heating installation (stage 1). City 
Ss. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


APRIL 12. 

Chester-le-Street UDC.—About 1,400 lin. yds. con- 
crete pipes under West-la. development and Broad- 
wood-view surface. water drainage. D. Balfour & 
Sons, engineers, 145, Pilgrim-st., Newcastle-upon- 


Tyne, 1. Dep. £5. 
. APRIL 2 


North Devon WE. tore 9,200 yds. of 4-in. 
and 2,800 yds. of 3-in. dia. spun-iron mains with 


ancillary works. Rofe & Raffety, engineers, 3, 
Victoria-st., SW1. 


Dep. £2 2s. 


THE BUILDER 


North Devon WB.—River intake and treatment 
works, Lynton (contract No. 30A). Rofe & Raffety, 
consulting engineers, 3, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep £2 2s. 


APRIL 22. 

Pewsey RDC.—About 13,500 lin. yds. water mains 
as stage 1 of Easton, Milton and. Pewsey extension. 
Sir Arnold Waters, ie 25, Temple-row, Bir- 
mingham, 2. Dep. £5 


APRIL 23. 


Aberystwyth RDC.—Service reservoir. Ward, Ash- 
croft and Parkman, consulting engineers, 38, The 
Temple, Dale-st., Liverpool, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 29. 

East Shropshire WB.—Little Wenlock water supply 
(3,300 lin. yds. of 3-in. dia. asbestos cement water 
mains and construction of concrete service tank). 
Sir Arnold Waters, wn 25, Temple-row, Birming- 
ham, 2. Dep. Ss. 

MAY 2. 

West Cheshire Water Board.—6m. galls. covered 
concrete water storage reservoir (contract ‘‘S’’), 
near Ince Church, Wirral. G. H. Hill & Sons (Man- 
chester), civil engineers, 51, Mosley-st., Manchester, 
2. Dep. £5 5s 

MAY 3. 

MoT.—Prestressed concrete bridge over the River 
Trent, near Shardlow, Derbyshire. County E&sS, 
Leicester. Dep. £15. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—SHowrooms.—TP permission has: been” 


granted to proposals by Marshall’s Food Products, 
Etd., 127-133, High-st., for the: erection of a car 
showroom, garages, office and: store at their premises. 

Croydon.—CuurcH MHati.—Proposals by Stuart 
Edwards, 18, Katharine-st., Croydon, for the erection 
of a church hail at the rear of Holy Innocents Church 
in Selhurst-rd., Whitehorse Manor, have been given 
TP consent. 

Croydon.—DwELLING-HOUSES.—Proposals have been 
made by the Addington Golf Syndicate, Ltd., Shirley 
Church-rd., Croydon, for the construction of roads 
and érection of dwelling-houses at Addington Golf 
Course, Shirley Chuch-rd. 

Croydon.—AppiTiOns.—The “erection of a two- 
storey addition to premises. at 106, St. Peter’s-st., 
South Croydon, has been proposed by F. W. ll 
of that address. 

Croydon.—HousEs.—TP approval has been given 
to the erection of houses by CBC on the following 
sites: 13 houses at Spa-hill and The Lawns, Upper 
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Norwood; four houses at Moffat-rd., partion of 
Beauchamp-rd., Thornton Heath; five houses at 
Moffat-rd., between Beauchamp-rd. and Livingstone- 
rd., Thornton Heath; and four houses at Beauchamp- 
rd., Thornton Heath. 

Croydon.—Housss. —The erection of four houses 
and garages on a site adjoining 1, Harold-rd., Upper 
Norwood, proposed by S. Steventon, 81, Perry-hill, 
Catford, SE6, has bore given TP permission. 

Croydon.—OFFices. —TP approval has been given 
to proposals by Bailey Meters & Controls, Lid., 
Purley-way, Croydon, for the erection of an office 
block in Purley-way/Beddington Farm-rd., Waddon. 

Croydon.—CuurcH Hatt.—The rebuilding of the 
church hall at the West Croydon Congregational 
Church, Campbell-rd., proposed by the Deacons of 
the church, has been given TP consent. 

Croydon.—O._p Peopie’s Homes.—CBC have 
approved a programme for the erection of three 
hostels for 40 residents each during the next five 
years and the adaptation and extension of an existing 
property. Welfare Services Com. recommend that 
“* Coombe How ”’ in Stanhope-rd. be adapted and 
extended to provide accommodation for 36 old people 
at an estimated cost of £22,600. CBC have also 
agreed in principle to the provision of a hostel by 
the corporation for borderline hospital cases. Detailed 
consideration of these schemes is proceeding. 

Croydon.—ScHoo, GymNnasituM.—Ed. Com. recom- 
mend that the immediate erection of a new gym- 
masium at Heath Clark School be approved in 
—— by CBC and that Riches & Blythin, 

RIBA, 16, Northumberland-ave., WC2, be 
peer nr as architects for the project. 

Croydon.—Masor Scuoot Buitpinc.—Ed. Com. 
recommend that the following projects, costing over 
£10,000, be included in the primary and secondary 
school building programme for 1956-57:— 

Norbury Manor Secondary Girls’ School, new 
three-form 7 school, Old North Surrey Golf 
Course (£140,250); Archbishop Tenison’s C of E 
Selective Secondary School, new two-form_ entry 
school in delecze-ed. (£102,564); Lady Edridge 
(Grammar School for Girls, extension to three-form 
entry (£30,000); Stanley Technical School, first instal- 
ment of extension (£44,500); Overbury. School, exten- 
sion to three-form entry secondary mixed school 
(£87,000); Ashburton Secondary Bo and Girls’ 
School, second instalment to form four-form entry 
school (£15,000); Selhurst Grammar Schools, erection 
of gymnasium and reconstruction of boys’ science 
accommodation (£30,000). 

The reserve programme to form basis of 1957-58 
programme would include: Fairchildes Secondary 
Boys’. and Girls’ School, extension to three-form entry 
schools (£79,000); Shirley Secondary qo extension 
(to three-form entry school (£40,000); Stanley Techni- 
cal School, second instalment of two-form entry 
extension (£23,000); Heath Clark School, completion 
of extension to four-form entry ntry secondary school 
4£76,500); St. Joseph’s RC School, new two-form 
entry junior mixed school (£51,400). 

Greenwich.—Sit—e AcQuIsiITION.—MBC are recom- 
mended to acquire the sites of Nos. 127 to 129, 
Westcombe-hill for housing purposes. 

Holborn.—SiteE AcQUuISITION.—MBC are recom- 
gmended to acquire the sites of Nos. 62-64, Red Lion- 
st. and 38, Eagle-st. for housing purposes. The land 
adjoining Red Lion-st. would be sufficient for the 
provision of nine flats with shops on the ground 
floor. Hsg. Com. are also considering the acquisi- 
Aion of the site of Ormond-cl. for housing purposes, 
and MH and LG approval is being sought. 

Islington.—Paint Factory.—Plans for the erection 
of a paint factory on a site at Nos. 35-39, Southgate- 
rd., Nl, costing approximately £72,000, have been 
proposed by Ronald Ward & Ptnrs., architects, 29, 
Chesham-pl., Belgrave-sq., SW1. 

Lambeth.—F.Lats.—Proposals for the development 
Of site No. 59, Knowle-rd. by the erection of six flats 
in a three-storey block have been approved by Hsg. 
fCom. 

St. Marylebone.—Stores.—R. H. Uren, of Slater, 
Uren & Pike, FA.RIBA, 29, Gower-st., WCI, is 
architect for the rebuilding of the John Lewis Partner- 

ship’s shop in Oxford-st. LCC have approved plans 
for the new West Island building. Mr. Uren’s design 
is to be a steel-framed building with reinforced con- 
etete floors and roof, faced with Portland stone. 
Steel framework and reinforcing will be in the hands 
of Hurst, Peirce & Malcolm, structural consultants. 
‘The quantity surveyors are Rider, Hunt & Ptnrs. At 
the request of the LCC part of the building will 
provide a parking place for 11 cars on each of six 
floors. Two car lifts will be provided. The entire 
Jouilding will be mechanically ventilated. kh is 
expected that building will start towards the end of 
July. The first part of the rebuilding is expected 
to be finished in approximately two years. 

Westminster.—Sono ScHEME.—Director of Housing 
has prepared drawings showing the provisional lay- 
out and development of the former site of St. Luke’s 
(Church between Berwick-st. and Hopkins-st.. with 
Jands adjoining, providing for the erection of 58 flats. 
workshops, shop and commercial premises. MH and 
“LG approval has been given in principle. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alawick.—UDC S, G. Beaty, prepared layout 
plans for new houses on Greensfield Estate. 

Altrincham.—Licensing Justices approved erection 
of ‘* Broomwood Hotel,”” between Mainwood-rd. and 
Briarfield-cl., Broomwood Estate, Timperley, for Bod- 
dingtons Brewery Co., Ltd., Manchester: erection of 
new ‘* Moss Trooper ” at junction Newstead-ter./ 
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Moss Timperley, for Wilsons Brewery Co., Ltd., 
Manchester. 

ington.—Gen. Hosp. to be expanded this 
A, P. Knighton, ‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., me 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Atherton.—Messrs. Grenall Whitley & Co., War- 
rington, propose erection of new licensed premises 
to be known as Railway Hotel at Lovers-la., £25,000- 
£30,000 est. 

Barnsley.—BC to prepare detailed plans for con- 
struction of fire station at Broadway. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—BC propose new Cty. Sec. Sch. 
at North Walney in 1956 programme, £140,250 est. 
Approved layout for 98 dwellings as first stage of 
proposed North Walney Estate. 

—_— propose erection of 70 houses during 

Birkenhead.—Lancs. 
Mod. Sch. at Neston. 
Hill. 

Birmingham.—C of E Auths. propose new school 
off Bunbury-rd. and Innage-rd., Northfield. 

Birmingham.—-TC propose erection of 
clinic and nursery unit at Hope-st. 

Blackpool.—Butlins Holiday Camp, Ltd., propose 
taking over Hotel Metropole and to provide facili- 
ties for swimming pool, theatre and cinema on 
premises. 

Blaydon (Co. Durham).—UDC negotiating for 
purchase of land at Chopwell for proposed bus 
station. 

Bootle.—Erection of proposed St. Winifrede’s 
Church at corner of Merton-rd./Oriel-rd. A, F. G. 
Montgomery, 30, Exchange-st. East, Liverpool. 

Bredbury and *Romiley.—UDC seek permission to 
erect 30 houses at Compstall. Received approval for 
erection of 56 houses at Cherry Tree estate. 

Brighton.—£750,000 scheme for conference accom- 
modation on Royal Pavilion estate, to be constructed 
in two stages, submitted to TC. Royal Pavilion 
Committee propose to erect in first stage £400,000 
two-storey building on New-rd. frontage of estate 
facing Western Lawns. Stage 2, est. cost £300,000, 
would be extension of existing Corn Exchange to 
New-rd. by including shops and Volunteer Inn 
adjoining. Above Corn Exchange extension would 
be built ballroom for 1,200 people. 

Buxton.—TC to prepare plans for 52 houses on 
Victoria Park No, 3 site. Approved layout for new 
housing estate off Macclesfield-rd. 

Cannock.—RDC propose erection of 50 houses at 
Cheslyn Hay. 

Carlisle,—-Plans prepared by Graham & Roy, 6, 
Paternoster-row, for proposed stores in Milbourne-st. 
for T. Graham & Sons.—Dunlop Rubber Co., Ltd., 
to establish depot on Durranhill Industrial Estate, 
Carlisle. 

Cheadle (Staffs). — RDC to erect 32 houses at 
Cheadle, six at Oakamoor and 22 at Wentlows 
Estate, Tean. 

Chester.—TC to prepare plans for development of 
Plas Newton Estate by erection of 776 houses with 
further 60 by private development. 

Chesterfield.—Derbyshire CC received Min. ap- 
proval for extensions to College of Technology, 
£104,000 est. 

Chesterfield.—BC approved layout for additional 
30 houses at Newbold estate, 183 at Pevensey estate 
and 88 at Whittington estate. 

Cockermouth.—Local organisations urging UDC 
to build community centre. S, M. Dixon, est. 
cost at £15,600. 

Corby.—Congregational Church Auths. propose 
new church at corner Charles-st./Elizabeth-st.. 
£11,000 est. 

Coventry.—A comprehensive redevelopment scheme 
for ‘‘ eivic centre ’’ area, between Little Park-st. and 
Whitefriars-st. approved in principle by city’s Plan- 
ning and Redevolpment Com. Proposals include 
extension to Council House, Art Gallery and 
Museum, new central library, multi-storey block to 
accommodate City Architectural and Planning Depart- 
ment, new police headquarters—now under con- 
struction—and proposed new Law Courts (No. 5) 
to replace County Hall and City Magistrates Courts, 
new telephone exchange off Little Park-st. (designed 
by chief architect to MOW) and offices for Registrar 
of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 

Cumberland. —CC propose conversion of ‘* The 
Croft ’’’ at Kirksanton as aged persons’ home. 

Daventry.—TC approved layout for 4 bungalows 
between Jubilee-rd. and Braunston-rd. and 24 three- 
bedroomed houses on Braunston-rd. estate. A, F. A. 
Coles. 

Denbighshire.—CC propose erection of fire station 
at Abbey-rd., Llangollen. Received approval for fire 
station at Wrexham. 

Doncaster.—TC approved sketch plans for crema- 
torium at Rose Hil! Cemetery. 

Droylsden. —Gartsides Brewery Co., Ltd., propose 
erection of licensed premises to be known as Haddon 
Hall Hotel at junction Haddon Hall-rd./Lewis-rd. 

Dudley.—TC to prepare revised plans for erection 
of clinic; approved layout for 120 flats at Saltwells 
estate, and 74 houses at Windmill Inn estate. 

Durham.—Licensing Justices agreed to provision 
of PH at Esh Winning for G. Smith, licensee of 
“* Shafto Arms,’’ Littleburn. 

Duarham.—City C to apply for loan of £37,800 for 
building of 24 flats in Giles-gate. Plans by City S, 
J. W. Green. 

Durham.—NCB to erect workshops, offices, garages 
at Tursdale Colliery.—Rev. W. E. Wright, 7, The 
Village, Brancepeth, proposes mew parsonage at 
Rectory-gdns.—RDC to erect 66 houses at School- 
ave.—Outline proposals approved for housing 
developments on 30 acres of land at Arbour House 
Farm, Bearpark, for J. C. Hunter, farmer, of Arbour 
House Farm. 


EC propose erection of Sec. 
Plans by County A, D. Noel 


school 


THE BUILDER 


Durham.—RDC A, F. J. Willis, to prepere layout 
plans for terrace houses at Quarrington Hill. 

Felling (Co. Durham). Charlewood, 14, 
Neville-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, A_ for proposed 
oMERT premises at Colgate for James Calder & 

fo) 

Felling (Co. Durham).—R. Fenwick & Co., ——- 
land, to erect new PH at Heworth. A, B. Sm 
Woodland-rd., Shelford, Cambridge.—Plans by oo 
castle Breweries, Ltd., to erect licensed premises on 
Leam-la. Estate, Wardley, approved by licensing 
magistrates. A, Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South 
Shields. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—UDC to lay out 25-acre park on 
land to be used eventually for 3,500 houses. S, H. 
Fawcett. 

Gateshead.—Fibre Board Boxes, Ltd., Team 
Valley Estate, to extend their factory, and have had 
own plans approved. 

Gateshead.—TC considering provision of £50.000 
crematorium. G,. F. Winters, BE. 

Golborne.—UDC Surveyor to prepare draft scheme 
for erection of Civic Hall at Church-la., Lowton. 

Gosforth.—-UDC to spend £12,040 on modernisation 
of 130 houses at Coxlodge. C. Wyld, UDC S. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC S, R. C. Bestow, to 
report to council on proposed erection of shops and 
flats on Campbell Park No. 2 site. 

Hebburn.—UDC to rebuild council garage and 
depot and add new storerooms and weighbridge. 
Plans by S, H. C. Bestow. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—NCB Building Department, 
Philadelphia (Co. Durham), prepared plans for pro- 
posed workshops and fire rescue station at Ww 


- Herrington Colliery.—Plans approved for proposed 


shops, flats and community hall on Racecourse 
Estate for 

Ince in Makerfield.—UDC to negotiate with J. 
Gaffney & Son, Whelley, Wigan, for 20 houses on 
Battersby-st. : site. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Dawe Brothers, Westgate-rd., 
(Newcastle-on-Tyne, decided on site at junction 
Primrose-terr./Leam-la. for proposed new cinema. 
A, Stephenson, Gillis & Ptners., Saville-chbrs., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Jarrow.—Hsg. Com. given final approval to 
redevelopment scheme for Queen’s-rd. area and 
erection of six-storey blocks of dwellings, est. cost 
£896,000. Plans by BE, ‘ Perkins. 

Kettering.—TC approved provisional 
Cattle Market at Northfield-av. 

Kidderminster.—TC approved plans: extensions at 
Castle-rd., for Brintons, Ltd.; church hall at Com- 
berton Estate, for Worcester Diocesan Board of 
Finance. 

Lanchester.—Durham CC to carry out improve- 
ments, est. cost £40,000, on Durham-Consett-rd. 
Plans by County S, W. H. B. Cotton. Aykley Heads, 
Durham. & 

Lancs.—EC received approval for addition of fol- 
lowing to 1955-6 schools programme:—Extensions at 
Dalton-in-Furness Dowdales Cty. Sec. Sch., £25,000 
est.; Garstang Cty. Sec. Sch., £93,500 est.; Skelmers- 
dale Cty. Sec. Sch., £93, 500° est.; first instalment of 
Cark-in-Cartmel C of E Sec. Sch., £88,700 est.; and 
extensions at Ormskirk RC Sec. Sch.. £31, 185 est. 
County A, G. Noel Hill, County Hall, Preston. 


plans for 
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Leamington Spa.—BC received allocation of 174 
dwellings for 1955 programme. 

.—City A to prepare plans for erection of 
chapel at Rodley Cemetery. EC propose following in 
1956 schools programme: First instalment of Seacroft 
Comprehensive; oo Leeds Girls’ High (Stage 1); 
North C of Swallow Hill Cty. Sec.; Rose- 
vill Cty. Sec.; Stason Hill Cty. Prim (adaptations); 
Clapgate-la. Cty. Prim.; Gamble Hill Cty. Prim.; 
third instalment of Leeds Central Colleges and Special 
Sch. for Educ. Sub-normal Children. 

Liverpool.—Extensions to Unit Factory No. 5 at 
Fleeming-rd., Woolton, for Automatic Telephone Co., 
Ltd. Plans by City A, Dr. R. Bradbury, Blackburn- 
chbrs., Dale-st. 

Liverpool.—British Transport Commission propose 
erection of office building to depot at Studholme-st. 
Plans by own Architect’s Department.—Union of 
General and Municipal Workers propose erection of 
office block at 99, Edge-la., Liverpool. A, Walter 
Lewis, 34, Castle-st., Liverpool.—TIC approved plans 
for rebuilding rope "works after fire at Mill-la. for 
Hugh Lewis & Sons.- Plans by A. G. Hearnden, 
62, Dale-st. 

Manchester.—Reg. Hosp. Board propose hospital 
in Wythenshawe area, £1im. est. Scheme will probably 
be subjec: of architectural competition.—TC approved 
plans for single-storey warehouse at Railway Foundry, 
Holt-st. and Elvey-st., Newton Heath, for Matthew 
Swain, Ltd. Architect, N. Brice Cropper, 14, Ridge- 
field, ‘Manchester, 2.—Erection of new social centre 
at Oxford-rd., Leamington-st. and Lime-gr., Chorl- 
ton-on-Medlock, for University of Manchester. Archi- 
tects, J. W. Beaumont & Sons, Danlee-bldgs., 
Spring-gdns., Manchester—TC approved erection 
of synagogue and classrooms at vacant site at Middle- 
ton-rd., Higher Crumpsall, for Heaton Park Hebrew 
Congregation. Architect, Peter Cummings, 16, 
Oxford-st., Manchester. 

Manchester.—Corp. TP. Com. asked to approve 
use of 4-acre site in Water-st/Quay-st. area for 
building of commercial television studio for Bernstein 
Granada organisation.—Other planned developments 
in South Deansgate area include £650,000 Assize 
Courts, £750,000 block of Government ‘offices, and 
Irwell FE College. : 

Middlesbrough.—Tenders expected to be obtained 
shortly for erection of premises for Middlesbrough 
Little Theatre, cost about £40,000. A, Elder & De 
Pierro, 80, Wimpole-st., W1. 

Middleton. —BC to prepare plans for construction 
of additional swimming pool at baths in Fountain- 
st. Approved plans: new petrol filling station at 
Hollin-la., for Hebers Filling Station, Ltd.; 12 
houses at Penrhyn-av., for J. Saxon & Son. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Tyne Tunnel Joint Com. sug- 
gested to MoT that building of road tunnel under 
Tyne between Jarrow and Howdon be started im 
1958. E, Messrs. Mott, Hay & Anderson, London. 
—Min. confirmed compulsory purchase order made 
by City C at Westerhope, involving over 84 acres. 
of land for housing purposes. —City C received loam 
sanction for £25,242 for erection of 22 old people’s 
houses at West Denton, and £24,405 for 17 houses. 
on Montagu housing estate, Newcastle. G. Kenyon, 
18, Cloth Market, Newcastle, is City A.—Cussins 
(Contractors), Ltd., e Drive, Gosforth, to con- 
struct new streets on 44 acres of land on housing: 
scheme on Montagu Estate. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New premises proposed in 
Whitley-rd., Benton, for Benton & Dist. Social Club, 
Ltd., and work may commence in July. A, Wilsor 
& Wilson, St. Andrew’s-bldgs., Gallowgate, 'New- 
castle. Club secretary, R. Race, 87, Glenfield-rd., 
Longbenton. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Tenders to be invited by City 
C for erection of three blocks of flats in Hill-st. 
City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —City C to build 26 houses at 
Fergusons-la. Plans by City A, G. Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth-market. 

Northumberland.—M of E approved erection of five: 
sec. mod. schools this year at Ponteland, Morpeth, 
North Sunderland, Alnwick and Tweedmouth.—CC 
seek sanction to commence work this year also on 
construction of new school at Haltwhistle. County A, 
C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Nottingham.—TC approved estimate £53,131 for 
proposed Highbank Jun. Sch., Clifton. Approved! 
erection of shops at Rochester-walk, Clifton Estate, 
£12,649 est. 

Oldham.—BC approved erection of 9 bungalows 
fronting Albert-st. and 3 terraced houses fronting 
Ashton-rd. for Housing, Units, Ltd. 

Otley.—UDC to seek allocation of 70 houses per 
year until Western Estate is completed. 


Penrith—UDC approved plans for new See 
factory at Gilwilly, for Redmayne & Sons, 


Prudhoe & 
Ptnrs., 9, The Esplanade, Sunderland, A for proposed 
staff houses at Prudhoe and Monkton Hosp. for 
Newcastle Hosp. Board. 

Rochdale.—Licensing Justices. approved plans for 
erection of licensed premises at junction Daniel Fold/ 
Ings-la., Caldershaw Estate, for Rochdale Manor 
Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Runcorn.—-UDC approved plans for RC church 
at Ivy-st. for Rev. C. Turner, St. Edwards Presbytery, 
Irwell-la. 

Sheffield.—TC to lease land at Sidney-st., Sylvester- 
st. and Arundel-st. to Morris Wilkinson (Notting- 
ham), Ltd., also site at Handsworth-rd., to Johm 
Shaw & Sons (Wolverhampton), Ltd., for factory de- 
velopments. 

Shifnal. RDC propose erection of 6 houses at 
Stirchley. 

Shrewsbury.—Salop CC propose erection of County 
Admin. Centre at The Column.—Hosp. Managemént 
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SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 
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SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams : ‘* EFFEMBE, Holb., London ’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 


THE BUILDER 


St. Austell (Cornwall).—Junior school, Carclaze. 
Architect, Sydney Gregson, FRIBA, County A. Sur- 
veyor, W. B. Bond, FRICS, 9, Pydar-st., Truro: 
*A, N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Ply- 
mouth, £52,770. 

Seaton Valley.—24 houses at Shiremoor, for the 
UDC. Surveyor, T. Burgess, Seaton Delaval: 
*J. W. Urpeth, Bedlington. 

Seaton Valley.—18 bungalows at Shiremoor, for the 
UDC: *Lisle & Sons, Cullercoats. - 

Smethwick.—Police sub-station at Oxford-rd. for 
BC: *Parsons & Morrin, Ltd., 133, Belgrave-rd., 
Calthorpe, £13,477. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—53 houses, Durham-rd., 
South Stanley, for UDC: *Direct labour. 

Stockport.—Rest hall at Longfield open-air school: 
*Peter Hodgkinson, Ltd., Devonshire-st., Ardwick, 
Manchester. 

Sunbury-on-Thames.—104 dwellings, 
ford Extension for C. Engineer and surveyor, 
A. J. Buttress. Quantities by, B. M. Kimber, Bank- 
chbrs., High Holborn; (78 dwellings) *J. Farmer 
(Builders), Sunbury, 45-47, Hanworth-rd., Sunbury- 
on-Ttames, £138,464; (26 dwellings) *Telling & Son, 
79, Thames-st., Sunbury-on-Thames, £34.845. 

Sunderland.—Bus station, garage and workshop, for 
the Northern General Transport Co., Ltd., Gates- 
head. Architects, Fennell & Co., Bridge End- chbrs., 
Chester-le-Street: *Gordon Durham & Co., East 
Boldon, £100,000. 

Sunderland.—Two children’s homes at Grindon 
Village, for the TC. Boro’ A, C. Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *J. W. Ridley, 
Ltd., Southwick, Sunderland, £8,630. 

Sunderland.—56 houses in Deepdene-rd. Archi- 
tects: W. & T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., Sunder- 
land: *C. Harrison, Toward-rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Four houses, for the TC: *J. 
Prentice, Leeds-st. , Sunderland. 

Sunderiand.—10_ houses, for the TC. Boro’ A, 
H. C. Bishop: *G. H. eee Ltd., St. Hilda’s 
Works, Sunderland, £10,124 

Sunderland. 6g to Villette-rd. 
the TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., ALTE nelly *R. Matthews & Co., 
Villiers-st., Sunderland, £5,063. 

Sunderland.—12 houses, for the TC: 
(Contractors), Ltd., 18, -Norfolk-st., 
£11,564. 

Warrington.—Houses for BC at Orford Estate: 24 
houses and 4 bungalows, *Osborne & Co. (Warring- 
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ton), Ltd., Sheywall New-rd., £35,022; 22 houses, *D,j 
Cooper, Ltd., Clarence-st., £28,117; 20 houses, 
*Direct labour, £26,835; 16 ‘houses and 4 bungalows, 

. J. Clarke, Ltd., Fearnhead, near Warrington, 
£04, 835; 18 houses, *W. A. Howard, Ltd., East View, 
Knutsford- rd., Grappenhall, £22, 930; 12 "houses and 
4 Bungalows, *H. Smart, 181, Padgate- la., £19,764; 
8 houses and 8 maisonettes, *Clough & Gaskell, Ltd., 
Billinge-rd. Sawmills, Wigan, £18,843; 10 houses and. 
4 bungalows, *W. Peak, 18, Church-st., Warrington, 
£17,185; workshop and offices at Howley for BC, 
*Harry clough, Ltd., Warrington, £16,695. 

West Riding.— Bradfield County Secondary School 
ag CC: *Ackroyd _ Abbott, Ltd., 45, Willoughby- 

, Sheffield, 4, £101,592. 

"Whedbee of 4 flats at Colham-ave., Yiews- 
ley, for the Architect’s Dept., New Scotland Yard, 
SWI. Quantity he > C. Williams O’L. Markham 
& Ptnrs.: *A. E. Prowting, Ltd., 127, High-st., 
Ruislip, Middx, £9. 865. 


NEW COMPANIES 


E THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents, 


Stoneware (Dosthill), Ltd. (544265.) Regd. 
February 5, 1955. 7, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. 
Mnfrs. of sanitary drain pipes, blue engineering and 
special bricks and other articles. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: H. J. Elvins. 

Sterdis Constructional Co., Ltd. (544281.) Regd. 
February 5, 1955. 6, The Parade, Kilburn High-rd., 
NW6. Constructional engrs., steelwork erectors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: R. H. Le Serve. 

Glyn Philpot, Ltd. (544354.) Regd. February 9, 
1955. 2, Queen’s-rd., Coventry Bidrs., etc. Nom. 

> £500. Dir.: G. S. Philpot. 

C. T. Bingham, Ltd. (544391.) Regd. February 
9, 1955. Genl., heating, ventilating, lighting, mech. 
and genl. engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. _ Dir.: 
C. T. Bingham (permt. gov. dir.). Sub.: G. A. 
Grook 51, Caversham-av., Palmer’s Green, N13 (co. 

ir 

C. S. Bacon & Son (London), Ltd. (544402.) 
Regd. February 10, 1955. 106, Village-rd., Enfield, 
Middx. Sanitary, elec., gas. heating and ventilating 
and domestic engrs., bldrs. , etc. Nom cap.: £2,000. 
ee a S. Bacon. 

F. Goodwin & Co., Ltd. (544414.) Regd. February 
10 1955. 148, Droylsden-rd., Audenshaw. __ Bidr. 
and contractor, pavior and flagger. Nom. cap.: 
£1,500. Permt. dir.: J. F. Goodwin. 

M.E. (Wembley) Developments, Ltd. (544417.) 
Regd. February 10, 1955. 85, Wembley Hill-rd., 
Wembley, Middx. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

ir.: H. Edwards. 
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